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RALLY SUNDAY 
September 13, 2026 

(Worship: 8:30am, 10am,  & 5pm) 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Guests, please sign in at the “Welcome Table” and 
receive a gift. For young children, a nursery is available.  Sign in and grab a 
pager. Sunday school begins for the school year today! It is held during both 
morning services. We also love children in worship! Join us for refreshments 
following worship. 
 
 
TODAY, we begin our Fall Theme 2026: Resilience: When Joy Wore Chains (A 4 
week study of Philippians). This beloved letter, written while Saint Paul was 
in prison speaks to the endurance and joy that the Spirit gives to followers of 
Jesus. It’s remarkable in so many ways and it is certainly a theme we need to 
overcome the challenges of our days. Thank you for joining us! 

PRELUDE:                                                 Micaela Lum, Pianist/Organist (8:30am/10am) 
 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 
GATHERING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                           #836 
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love!​
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above.​
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away.​
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,​
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow-’ry meadow, flashing sea​ ​
chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.​
​
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,​
well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest!​
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine;​
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 
 
THE CONFESSION                                                                                 (People read bold words.) 
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed; in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, by my fault, by 
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy 
on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.  
(Silence for reflection. Proclamation of forgiveness.) 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING (The grace of our Lord … be with you all. And also with you.) 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: Now the Feast (People sing refrain)                                                 #167 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
BLESSING OF 2026-2027 SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 



 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                 Youth Director Paige Gulck         
 
THE LESSON: Philippians 1:1-14 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus 
who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God for every 
remembrance of you,  always in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
praying with joy for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will 
continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because I hold you in my heart, for all of you are my 
partners in God’s grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the tender affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight  to help you to 
determine what really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. I want you to know, 
brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually resulted in 
the progress of the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the 
whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for 
Christ, and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in 
the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness 
and without fear. (Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Please stand for the Gospel.) ​ ​             page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 18th chapter. Glory to You, O Lord. 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 18:1-5 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them, and 
said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me.” 
(The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 
ANTHEM: The Whisper by C. Courtney      Sanctuary Choir, Director Michelle Lum 
                                                                             
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant                         #659 vv.1-4 
Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?​
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.​
​
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav-’lers on the road; ​
we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.​
​
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;​
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.​
​
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.​
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through.​
 
MESSAGE: RESILIENCE (Philippians Series #1)                          Pastor David R. Mattson 
 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY MUSIC: Trust in You by Lauren Daigle​ Michelle Lum 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Take, O Take Me as I Am (2x)                                            #814 

 



 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (All who believe Christ is present in this 
sacrament are welcome. Non-communing children and those who choose not to 
receive, may come for a blessing. Please cross your arms as a signal you would prefer 
a blessing. Also, juice is located in the center of each tray, and gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request-please indicate this choice to a pastor.) 
 
HOLY COMMUNION MUSIC: Lamb of God                                                                #195 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Let us Break Bread Together                                                                                       #471 
Let us break bread together on our knees;​
Let us break bread together on our knees.​
When I fall on my knees, ​
With my face to the rising sun,​
O Lord, have mercy on me.​
​
Let us drink wine together on our knees . . .​
​
Let us praise God together on our knees . . . 
 
We are Called                                                                                                                    #720 
Come! Live in the light!  ​
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!​
We are called to be light for the kingdom, ​
to live in the freedom of the city of God.​
​
Refrain:​
We are called to act with justice,​
we are called to love tenderly;​
we are called to serve one another,​
to walk humbly with God.​
​
Come! Open your heart!  ​
Show your mercy to all those in fear!​
We are called to be hope for the hopeless​
so hatred and blindness will be no more. (Refrain.)​
​

Sing! Sing a new song!  ​
Sing of that great day when all will be one!​
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other ​
as sisters and brothers united in love. (Refrain.) 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN: When Morning Gilds the Skies                                #853 vv.1-3 
When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries: ​
May Jesus Christ be praised!​
When evening shadows fall, This rings my curfew call: ​
May Jesus Christ be praised!​
​
When mirth for music longs, this is my song of songs: ​
may Jesus Christ be praised!​
God’s holy house of prayer has none that can compare ​
with “Jesus Christ be praised!”​
​
No lovelier antiphon in all high heav’n is known​
than “Jesus Christ be praised!”  ​
There to the eternal Word the eternal psalm is heard:​
oh Jesus Christ be praised!​
 
SENDING WORDS: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
                                     Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE MUSIC:                                                                                            Micaela Lum 
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song (℅ Integrity’s Hosanna 
Music)/ ASCAP. ℅ Integrity’s Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road. Mobile AL 36695. Text and music  1995 Iona 
Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Music © 1995  Augsburg Fortress. Text and music © 1988 GIA 
Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One License #727101.  (Notice: Services are live-streamed & photographed. 
By entering you grant Gloria Dei permission to record and use your image in online broadcasts, social media, & 
church communications. Names are not published without consent.) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL resumes TODAY for all children age 4 through 5th grade. For young 
children, a nursery is available. Sign your child in and grab a pager. 
 
THANKS to the Sanctuary Choir for singing at both morning services and leading us in 
worship 2026-2027. You are greatly appreciated! 
 
CHOIRS AT GLORIA DEI - Rehearsals for Sanctuary Choir and Gloria Dei Chorale 
continue on Thursdays. Handbell rehearsals start September 24. If you’d like to join 
an ensemble, email michellelum@mygloriadei.org.  
 
KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY - An overview of the New Testament led by Pastor David 
continues on Thursdays, 6:15-7:15pm. It’s not too late to join! Bankson Hall. 



 

 

RALLY SUNDAY (Friendship Sunday), Today - All fall programs begin (Bible studies, 
Sunday school, fellowship events, choirs sing, etc.). Our theme is Resilience. Invite 
a friend or family member to join you! Dr. Melody Bacon will lead a L & L (Lunch & 
Learn) about Resilience, after the 10am service. Sign up. 

 
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins September 16, 10am, Knudson Hall. All 
women are welcome to join in on this study of Philippians. 
 
PRIME TIME SENIORS - A Day at the Races Friday, September 18. See Welcome Table. 
 
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION for parents & junior high students: Sanctuary, Sunday, 
September 20, 9:30am. Questions, speak with Youth Director Paige or Pastor David. 
 
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP: 9th - 12th grade students and friends. Friday, September 18: 
Bowling Bonanza 6:00pm Saddleback Lanes in MV. Questions: Call the office. 
 
SERRA’S PANTRY volunteering: Saturday, September 19. Call the office for details. 
 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER: Sept. 19, 5:30pm (appetizers - Doug Greene & Barb Markey’s; 
main meal - Laura & Jim Bankson’s. Maps soon). Catered dinner. $20. Sign-up. 
 
NEW MEMBERS - The next time new members will be officially received at Gloria Dei 
will be on  Sunday, September 27. The New Member Orientation/Luncheon for all 
people joining is next Sunday, September 20, 11:15am. See the sign-up for details. 
 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP -  meets Sunday, September 20, 11:15am. 
 
HARRISON MICHAEL CONCERT - Friday, September 25 at 6pm. Join us for a wonderful 
concert by our bass section leader! 
 
90+ BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION -  Sunday, Sept. 27. Join the celebration! All are 
welcome, not just 90 and over year olds! Sign up at Welcome Table. 
 
BLESSING OF PETS - Festival of Saint Francis will be celebrated at all services on 
Sunday, October 4. Bring your pet to receive a blessing.  (There will be plenty of seats 
outside!) 
 
OKTOBERBEST: Saturday, October 10, 5pm. Great food, drink, music, “the chicken 
dance,” corn hole tournament, crafts for kids. Sign-up. $10/person. (Kids free) 
 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 2027 - This coming year the gathering will be in 
Minneapolis as the kids “Imagine More”. Pre-registration starts on October 21 and is 
open through February 2027. Please call or email the office for details. 
 
THANK YOU for supporting Gloria Dei! Place check/money in donation 
boxes or give via Venmo app - @GloriaDei-DanaPoint or Zelle - 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. You can also donate via credit/debit card 
through Vanco: mygloriadei.org/donate or go to QR code to right.  
 

LOS ANGELITOS - The next day trip to the Los Angelitos Orphanage - Saturday, 
October 17  (Tijuana, Mexico). Please see the Welcome Table for the sign-up. 
 
PRAYER LABYRINTH -  October 24. Walk the Courtyard Labyrinth pausing at 7 stations to 
pray using Scripture from Philippians about Resilience. Watch for the sign up. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE: ✜ Reformation - Bible Presentation & Trick 0r Trunk (Oct. 25) ✜ All Saints’ 
Sunday (Nov. 1) ✜ Middle School Gathering (Nov. 6-8) ✜ Chili Cook-Off & Square Dance (Nov. 15)  
✜ Season of Advent begins (Nov.29)  ✜ Tinsel & Tunes (Dec.4)  ✜ M Pact Concert (Dec. 13)  ✜ 
Christmas Eve Worship (Dec. 24 - 4pm, 5:30pm, 10pm) ✜ Concordia College Choir (Moorhead, 
MN. March 10, 7pm). 
 

THANKS TO OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY!  8:30am: Coffee Prep: Barb Collins; Communion: 
Kathy Martino & Barb Collins; Lector: Craig Collins; Ushers: Jim & Madelyn Jansma; Welcome 
Table: Kathy Martino 10am: Coffee Clean-up: Lisa Mers; Communion: Donna & Jerry Combe 
Lector: Dennis Pysz Ushers: Karen Ungerman & Lisa Mers ; Welcome Table: Mary Jane 
Rylaarsdam 5pm:  Reader: Lorraine McCarty 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR - SEPT. 13-19, 2026: Today: Worship (8:30am, 10am, 5pm); Lunch & 
Learn (11:15am) Monday: South Coast Literacy (10am); Mahjong Mondays (1pm); Al Anon 
(5:30pm); Alateen (5:30pm); GIFT (6:30pm); AA Coed (7pm) Tuesday: AA Men (7am); ; GIFT 
(10am); Staff Meeting (11am)  Wednesday: AA Men (7am); Preschool Grandparents Day 
(8:30am); Women’s Bible Study (10am); Mission Hospital AA (6pm); 12 Step Couples (7:30pm) 
Thursday: AA Men (7am); AA Women (9:30am); Saddleback Conference Meeting (11am); 
Seniors & Friends AA (1pm); Al Anon (5:30pm); Kerygma Bible Study (6:15pm); AA Meeting 
(7pm); Sanctuary Choir Rehersal (7:15)  Friday: Al Anon (10am); Primetimers- Day at the Races 
(12pm); 12 Step Men’s Meeting (6:30); Saturday: AA Men (7am); Serra’s Pantry (8:30am); AUX 
Bunco (9am);  ACA Group (11:30am); Ukrainian School of Orange (1:30pm); Progressive Dinner 
(5:30pm); Senior High Bowling (6pm) 

GLORIA DEI STAFF 
Rev. David R. Mattson (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org); 

Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum (michellelum@mygloriadei.org); 
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas (preschool@mygloriadei.org); 
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland (gloriadei@mygloriadei.org); 

Deacon Daneen Pysz (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org); 
Youth Director Paige Gulck  (youth@mygloriadei.org); 

Children’s Ministry Director Molly Healey (childrensministry@mygloriadei.org); 
Family Ministry Coordinator Maggie Grimaldi (maggie.marzo@mygloriadei.org) 

Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum (pianist@mygloriadei.org) 
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