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18th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2026 

(Worship: 8:30am, 10am,  & 5pm) 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Guests, please sign in at the “Welcome Table” and 
receive a gift. For young children, a nursery is available.  Sign in and grab a 
pager. Sunday school (preschool-5th grade) continues for the school year! It 
is held during both morning services. We also love children in worship! Join 
us for refreshments following worship. 
 
 
TODAY, we continue our Fall Theme 2026: Resilience: When Joy Wore Chains 
(A 4 week study of Philippians). This beloved letter, written while Saint Paul 
was in prison speaks to the endurance and joy that the Spirit gives to 
followers of Jesus. It’s remarkable in so many ways and it is certainly a 
theme we need to overcome the challenges of our days. Thank you for joining 
us! 

PRELUDE:                                                 Micaela Lum, Pianist/Organist (8:30am/10am) 
 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 
GATHERING HYMN: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!​               #634 vv.1, 5, 6 ​
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;​
bring forth the royal di-a-dem and crown him Lord of all.​
Bring forth the royal di-a-dem and crown him Lord of all.​
​
Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe on this terrestrial ball​
to him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.​
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.​
​
Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall!​
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all.​
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                                                  (People read bold words.) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
People of God, in the baptismal waters we travel with Christ from death to 
life. Our past, our sin, our failure, our doubt, and our shame are drowned and 
gone here. You, O God, wash us clean. 
 
Our fear, confusion, self-righteousness, and despair–all are washed away by 
grace. You, O God, wash us clean. 
 
Our pride, our hypocrisy, and other people’s opinions of us no longer have the 
power to define us. You, O God, give us new life. 
 
The Spirit lives and moves through us now, a great and joyful mystery, so we 
may bring love and mercy into the world as the body of Christ. 
You, O God, give us new life.  
 
Rejoice that God has claimed us in this baptismal grace, not by our own doing 
or believing but by God’s mercy alone.  You, O God, give us new life.  
 
And so, as we begin worship, we give thanks to God for the gracious gift of 
baptism that joins us together in Christ by the Spirit’s power. Joined to Christ 
in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
We praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING (The grace of our Lord … be with you all. And also with you.) 
 



 

THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                  Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum 
 
THE LESSON: Philippians 2:1-13 (Video Presentation from The Work of the People)) 
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to 
your own interests but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he existed in the form of God,​
    did not regard equality with God​
    as something to be grasped, 
but emptied himself,​
    taking the form of a slave,​
    assuming human likeness.​
And being found in appearance as a human, 
he humbled himself​
    and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore God exalted him even more highly​
    and gave him the name​
    that is above every other name, 
so that at the name given to Jesus​
    every knee should bend,​
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess​
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,​
    to the glory of God the Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
(Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Please stand for the Gospel.) ​               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 21st chapter. Glory to You, O Lord. 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, "By what authority are you 
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" Jesus said to them, 
"I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also 
tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued with one 
another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why, then, did you not 
believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd, 
for all regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do not 
know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. "What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to 
the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I 
will not,' but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the 
second and said the same, and he answered, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus 
said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the 



 

way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him. 
(The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
THE ANTHEM: Peace Like a River by Joel Raney (10am)​  
Sanctuary Choir, Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum, Nathan Wilson, Micaela Lum 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (10am) 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome                                                            #641 vv.1-3 
Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live,​
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive.​
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,​
rock of faith and vault of grace;​
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:​
 
Refrain:​
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.​
​
Let us build a house where prophets speak 
and words are strong and true,​
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign a-new.​
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace;​
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: (Refrain.)​
​
Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat:​
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet.​
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space;​
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: (Refrain.) 
 
MESSAGE: RESILIENCE (Philippians Series #3)      Pastor David R. Mattson (8:30/10) 
 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY MUSIC: ​ Harrison Michael 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: The Doxology 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (All who believe Christ is present in this 
sacrament are welcome. Non-communing children and those who choose not to 
receive, may come for a blessing. Please cross your arms as a signal you would prefer 
a blessing. Also, juice is located in the center of each tray, and gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request-please indicate this choice to a pastor.) 
 
HOLY COMMUNION MUSIC: Lamb of God                                                                #195 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Lord Whose Love in Humble Service                                                                        #712​
Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,​
who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed:​
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart;​
consecrating to your purpose ev-’ry gift which you impart.​
​
Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;​
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.​
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,​
by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.​
​
As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light​
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,​
making known the deeds and burdens your compassion bids us bear,​
stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.​
​
Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go,​
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;​
hope and health, good-will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,​
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 
 
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High                                                                                   #857​
Lord, I lift your name on high;​
Lord, I love to sing your praises.​
I’m so glad you’re in my life,​
I’m so glad you came to save us.​
You came from heaven to earth to show the way,​
from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,​



 

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;​
Lord, I lift your name on high.  
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN: Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                         #365 vv.1-3  
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Al-le-lu-ia!​ ​
our triumphant holy day, Al-le-lu-ia!​ ​ ​
who did once upon the cross, Al-le-lu-ia!​
suffer to redeem our loss.  Al-le-lu-ia!​​ ​
​
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al-le-lu-ia! ​
unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Al-le-lu-ia!​
who endured the cross and grave, Al-le-lu-ia!​ ​
sinners to redeem and save. Al-le-lu-ia!​ ​ ​
​
But the pains which he endured, Al-le-lu-ia!​
our salvation have procured, Al-le-lu-ia!​
now above the sky he’s king, Al-le-lu-ia!​
where the angels ever sing. Al-le-lu-ia!​
​
SENDING WORDS: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
                                     Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE MUSIC:                                                                                            Micaela Lum 
 
Text and music © 1964 GIA Publications, Inc. Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Text © 1961 Oxford University 
Press. Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. Text and music © 1989 Marantatha Praise, Inc,, admin. Music Services. 
All rights reserved. International copyright reserved. Reprinted under One License #727101.  (Notice: Services 
are live-streamed & photographed. By being present, you are granting Gloria Dei permission to record and use 
your image in online broadcasts, social media, & church communications. Names are not published without 
consent.) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ALTAR FLOWERS provided by Nadine Graven and Larry Lisser in celebration of Mike 
Graven, MD’s birthday! They love and miss him! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL takes place during the morning services for all children age 4 
through 5th grade. They leave after the Children’s Message and return at Holy 
Communion. For younger children, a nursery is available (We love kids in church too). 
Sign your child in and grab a pager. 
 
CHOIRS AT GLORIA DEI - Rehearsals for Sanctuary Choir and Gloria Dei Chorale 
continue on Thursdays, 7:15pm. Handbell rehearsals at 6pm. If you’d like to join an 
ensemble, email michellelum@mygloriadei.org. 
 
KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY - An overview of the New Testament led by Pastor David 
continues on Thursdays, 6:15-7:15pm. It’s not too late to join! Bankson Hall. 

 
NEW MEMBERS - Received TODAY! Please welcome them all! 
 
90+ BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION TODAY!  Join the celebration of these special people, 
11:15am, Bankson Hall (upstairs)! 
 
LAUNDRY LOVE - Please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table if you would like to 
volunteer to help on Friday, October 2 at 2pm. 
 
BLESSING OF PETS - Festival of Saint Francis celebrated at all services on Sunday, 
October 4. Bring your pet for a blessing. (There will be plenty of seats outside!) 
 
OKTOBERBEST: Saturday, October 10, 5pm. Great food, drink, music, “the chicken 
dance,” corn hole tournament, crafts for kids. Sign-up. $10/person. (Kids free) 
 
L & L (LUNCH & LEARN) - Sunday, October 11, 11:15am, Bankson Hall. Wally and 
Kathleen Hayes share about sailing around the world. Sign-up. 
 
LOS ANGELITOS - The next day trip to the Los Angelitos Orphanage - Saturday, 
October 17  (Tijuana, Mexico). Please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table. 
 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 2027 - This coming year the gathering will be in 
Minneapolis as the kids “Imagine More”. Pre-registration starts on October 21 and is 
open through February 2027. Please call or email the office for details. 
 
BIBLE PRESENTATION - October 25 at the 8:30 and 10 am services. All parents of 4th 
graders please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table.  We will be passing out bibles 
to those kids, and anyone that did not receive one in 4th grade. 
 
TRICK or TRUNK - Sunday, October 25th at 4 - 6pm. Please decorate your trunk and 
join us for In-n-Out and a fun night of games and a costume parade.   
 
THANK YOU for supporting Gloria Dei! Place check/money in donation 
boxes or give via Venmo app - @GloriaDei-DanaPoint or Zelle - 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. You can also donate via credit/debit card 
through Vanco: mygloriadei.org/donate or go to QR code to right.  
 
PRAYER LABYRINTH -  Saturday, October 24. Walk the Courtyard Labyrinth pausing at 
7 stations to pray using Scripture from Philippians. Watch for the sign up. 
 

 

THANKS TO OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY!  8:30am: Coffee Prep: Lynne & Wes Morgan; 
Communion: Scott Neiderhiser & Liane Schuller; Lector: video; Ushers: Henri Nurminen & 
Craig Collins; Welcome Table: Bob & Brenda Gaumer 10am: Coffee Clean-up: Ann & Jim St. 
Martin; Communion: Peggy Johnson & Roger Grefsrud Lector: video Ushers: Kathi Anderson & 
Susan Behnke ; Welcome Table: Sharon Miller  5pm:  Reader: video 

mailto:michellelum@mygloriadei.org
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SAVE THE DATE: ✜ All Saints’ Sunday (Nov. 1) ✜ Middle School Gathering (Nov. 6-8) ✜ Chili 
Cook-Off & Square Dance (Nov. 15)  ✜ Season of Advent begins (Nov.29)  ✜ Tinsel & Tunes 
(Dec.4)  ✜ M-Pact Concert (Dec. 13)  ✜ Christmas Eve Worship (Dec. 24 - 4pm, 5:30pm, 10pm) ✜ 
Concordia College Choir (Moorhead, MN. March 10, 7pm) 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR - SEPT. 27-OCT. 3, 2026: Today: Worship (8:30am, 10am, 5pm); 90th 
Birthday Party (11am) Monday: South Coast Literacy (10am); Mahjong Mondays (1pm); Al 
Anon (5:30pm); Alateen (5:30pm); AA Coed (7pm) Tuesday: AA Men (7am); Staff Meeting 
(11am);  Wednesday: AA Men (7am); Women’s Bible Study (10am); Mission Hospital AA (6pm); 
12 Step Couples (7:30pm) Thursday: AA Men (7am); AA Women (9:30am); Seniors & Friends 
AA (1pm); Al Anon (5:30pm); Handbell Choir (6pm); Kerygma Bible Study (6:15pm); AA Meeting 
(7pm); Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (7:15pm) Friday: Al Anon (10am); Laundry Love (2pm); Sr. 
High Laser Tag (6pm);  (12 Step Men’s Meeting (6:30); Saturday: AA Men (7am);  ACA Group 
(11:30am); Ukrainian School of Orange (1:30pm) 

GLORIA DEI STAFF 
Rev. David R. Mattson (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org); 

Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum (michellelum@mygloriadei.org); 
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas (preschool@mygloriadei.org); 
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland (gloriadei@mygloriadei.org); 

Deacon Daneen Pysz (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org); 
Youth Director Paige Gulck  (youth@mygloriadei.org); 

Children’s Ministry Director Molly Healey (childrensministry@mygloriadei.org); 
Family Ministry Coordinator Maggie Grimaldi (maggie.marzo@mygloriadei.org) 

Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum (pianist@mygloriadei.org) 
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