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17th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2026 

(Worship: 8:30am, 10am,  & 5pm) 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Guests, please sign in at the “Welcome Table” and 
receive a gift. For young children, a nursery is available.  Sign in and grab a 
pager. Sunday school continues for the school year! It is held during both 
morning services. We also love children in worship! Join us for refreshments 
following worship. 
 
 
TODAY, we continue our Fall Theme 2026: Resilience: When Joy Wore Chains 
(A 4 week study of Philippians). This beloved letter, written while Saint Paul 
was in prison speaks to the endurance and joy that the Spirit gives to 
followers of Jesus. It’s remarkable in so many ways and it is certainly a 
theme we need to overcome the challenges of our days. Thank you for joining 
us! 

PRELUDE:                                                 Micaela Lum, Pianist/Organist (8:30am/10am) 
 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 
GATHERING HYMN: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less                        #597 vv.1-3 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;​
no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.​
​
Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.​
​
When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;​
in ev-’ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)​
​
His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood;​
When all supports are washed away, He then is all my hope and stay. 
(Refrain)​
​
THE CONFESSION                                                                                 (People read bold words.) 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily 
magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 
(Silence for confession. Proclamation of forgiveness.) 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING (The grace of our Lord … be with you all. And also with you.) 
 
THE KYRIE (People sing refrain)                                                                                                #154 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 



 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                 Maggie Grimaldi, Family Ministry Coordinator          
 
THE LESSON: Philippians 1:21-30 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me; yet I cannot say which I will choose. I am hard 
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better, but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in faith, so that, by my presence again with you, your 
boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. Only, live your life in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you 
or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel and 
in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of 
their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of 
suffering for him as well, since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
(Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Please stand for the Gospel.) ​ ​               

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 20th chapter. Glory to You, O Lord. 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers 
for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went 
out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.' So they went. When he went out again about noon and 

about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out 
and found others standing around, and he said to them, 'Why are you 
standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' 
He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.' When 
those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received a denarius. 
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each 
of them also received a denarius. And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?' So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last." (The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
THE ANTHEM: Peace Like a River by Joel Raney (8:30am)​  
Sanctuary Choir, Director Kathy Person, Stephanie Assisi, Micaela Lum 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ be Our Light                                                      #715 vv.1-3  
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.​
Longing for truth, we turn to you.​
Make us your own, your holy people, ​
light for the world to see.​
​
Refrain: Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.​
Shine through the darkness.  Christ, be our light!​
Shine in your church gathered today.​
 ​
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.​
Longing for hope, many despair.​
Your word alone has pow’r to save us.​
Make us your living voice. (Refrain.)​
​
Longing for food, many are hungry.​
Longing for water, many still thirst.​
Make us your bread, broken for others,​
shared until all are fed. (Refrain.)​
 
MESSAGE: RESILIENCE (Philippians Series #2)     Pastor David R. Mattson (8:30/10) 
                                                                                                      Deacon Daneen Pysz (5pm) 



 

 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY MUSIC: ​ Harrison Michael 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Take, O Take Me as I Am (2x)                                              #814 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (All who believe Christ is present in this 
sacrament are welcome. Non-communing children and those who choose not to 
receive, may come for a blessing. Please cross your arms as a signal you would prefer 
a blessing. Also, juice is located in the center of each tray, and gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request-please indicate this choice to a pastor.) 
 
HOLY COMMUNION MUSIC: Lamb of God                                                                #195 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
In Christ Alone (Getty) 
In Christ alone my hope is found​
He is my light, my strength, my song​
This Cornerstone, this solid ground​

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm​
What heights of love, what depths of peace​
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease​
My Comforter, my All in All​
Here in the love of Christ I stand​
​
In Christ alone, who took on flesh​
Fullness of God in helpless babe​
This gift of love and righteousness​
Scorned by the ones He came to save​
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died​
The wrath of God was satisfied​
For every sin on Him was laid​
Here in the death of Christ I live​
​
There in the ground His body lay​
Light of the world by darkness slain​
Then bursting forth in glorious Day​
Up from the grave He rose again​
And as He stands in victory​
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me​
For I am His and He is mine​
Bought with the precious blood of Christ​
​
No guilt in life, no fear in death​
This is the power of Christ in me​
From life’s first cry to final breath​
Jesus commands my destiny​
No power of hell, no scheme of man​
Can ever pluck me from His hand​
‘til He returns or calls me home​
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
 
Day By Day                                                                                                                   #790   
Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,​
bringing comfort to my anxious soul.​
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me​
draw me nearer to my heav’n-ly goal.​
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,​
brings to naught the burdens of my quest;​
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, ​
where at last I’ll find eternal rest.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​
Day by day, I know you will provide me​
strength to serve and wisdom to obey;​
I will seek your loving will to guide me​
o’er the paths I struggle day by day.​



 

I will fear no evil of the morrow,​
I will trust in your enduring grace.​
Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow​
till in glory I behold your face.​
​
Oh, what joy to know that you are near me​
when my burdens grow too great to bear;​
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me​
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.​
Day by day, no matter what betide me,​
you will hold me ever in your hand.​
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,​
I will reach at last the promised land.  
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                       #807 vv.1-2 
Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;​
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.​
While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love,​
teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove.​
​
Here I raise my Ebenezer: “Hither by thy help I’ve come”;​
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.​
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;​
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.​
 
SENDING WORDS: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
                                     Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE MUSIC:                                                                                            Micaela Lum 
 
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Text and music  
1995 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Text © 1992 Augsburg 
Fortress. Reprinted under One License #727101.  (Notice: Services are live-streamed & photographed. By being 
present, you are granting Gloria Dei permission to record and use your image in online broadcasts, social 
media, & church communications. Names are not published without consent.) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ALTAR FLOWERS provided by Dave and Susan Warneke in gratitude to God for their 
doctors and Dave’s healing. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY for all children age 4 through 5th grade. For young children, 
a nursery is available. Sign your child in and grab a pager. 
 
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION for parents & junior high students: Sanctuary, TODAY 
at 9:30am. Questions, speak with Youth Director Paige or Pastor David. 

 
CHOIRS AT GLORIA DEI - Rehearsals for Sanctuary Choir and Gloria Dei Chorale 
continue on Thursdays, 7:15pm. Handbell rehearsals start September 24 at 6pm. If 
you’d like to join an ensemble, email michellelum@mygloriadei.org. 
  
KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY - An overview of the New Testament led by Pastor David 
continues on Thursdays, 6:15-7:15pm. It’s not too late to join! Bankson Hall. 
 
NEW MEMBERS - The next time new members will be officially received at Gloria Dei 
next Sunday, September 27. The New Member Orientation/Luncheon for all people 
joining is TODAY, September 20, 11:15am. See the sign-up for details. 
 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP - meets TODAY at 11:15am in the church office. Speaker 
from Angel Reliance Hospice/Palliative Care. 
 
HARRISON MICHAEL CONCERT - This Friday, September 25 at 6pm. Join us for a 
wonderful concert by our bass section leader! 
 
90+ BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION -  Next Sunday, Sept. 27. Join the celebration! All are 
welcome, not just 90 and over year olds! Sign up at Welcome Table. 
 
BLESSING OF PETS - Festival of Saint Francis celebrated at all services on Sunday, 
October 4. Bring your pet for a blessing. (There will be plenty of seats outside!) 
 
OKTOBERBEST: Saturday, October 10, 5pm. Great food, drink, music, “the chicken 
dance,” corn hole tournament, crafts for kids. Sign-up. $10/person. (Kids free) 
 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 2027 - This coming year the gathering will be in 
Minneapolis as the kids “Imagine More”. Pre-registration starts on October 21 and is 
open through February 2027. Please call or email the office for details. 
 
THANK YOU for supporting Gloria Dei! Place check/money in donation 
boxes or give via Venmo app - @GloriaDei-DanaPoint or Zelle - 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. You can also donate via credit/debit card 
through Vanco: mygloriadei.org/donate or go to QR code to right.  
 
LOS ANGELITOS - The next day trip to the Los Angelitos Orphanage - Saturday, 
October 17  (Tijuana, Mexico). Please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table. 
 
PRAYER LABYRINTH -  Saturday, October 24. Walk the Courtyard Labyrinth pausing at 
7 stations to pray using Scripture from Philippians. Watch for the sign up. 
 

 

THANKS TO OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY!  8:30am: Coffee Prep: Dave Ross; Communion: 
Henri Nurminen & Barb Collins; Lector: Jennifer Dubow-Smith; Ushers: Christian Asis & Tim 
Boyd; Welcome Table: Gene Rathbun 10am: Coffee Clean-up: Kathy Person; Communion: Ron 
& Melody Bacon Lector: Jerry Combe Ushers: Dean Frasche & Lisa Mers ; Welcome Table: Ann 
& Jim St. Martin 5pm:  Reader: Carol Simpson 

mailto:michellelum@mygloriadei.org
http://mygloriadei.org/donate


 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: ✜ Reformation - Bible Presentation & Trick 0r Trunk (Oct. 25) ✜ All Saints’ 
Sunday (Nov. 1) ✜ Middle School Gathering (Nov. 6-8) ✜ Chili Cook-Off & Square Dance (Nov. 15)  
✜ Season of Advent begins (Nov.29)  ✜ Tinsel & Tunes (Dec.4)  ✜ M Pact Concert (Dec. 13)  ✜ 
Christmas Eve Worship (Dec. 24 - 4pm, 5:30pm, 10pm) ✜ Concordia College Choir (Moorhead, 
MN. March 10, 7pm). 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR - SEPT. 20-26, 2026: Today: Worship (8:30am, 10am, 5pm); 
Confirmation Orientation (9:30am) Caregivers Meeting (11:15am); New Member Orientation 
(11:30); Brian Cotter Party (1pm) Monday: South Coast Literacy (10am); Mahjong Mondays 
RIOT Book Club (2pm); Al Anon (5:30pm); Alateen (5:30pm); AA Coed (7pm) Tuesday: AA Men 
(7am); Staff Meeting (11am); Men’s Book Club (6pm); Heart Lifters (6:30pm); Call Committee 
(7pm)  Wednesday: AA Men (7am); Women’s Bible Study (10am); Mission Hospital AA (6pm); 
12 Step Couples (7:30pm) Thursday: AA Men (7am); AA Women (9:30am); Seniors & Friends 
AA (1pm); Al Anon (5:30pm); Handbell Choir (6pm); Kerygma Bible Study (6:15pm); AA Meeting 
(7pm); Sanctuary Choir Rehersal (7:15)  Friday: Al Anon (10am); Concert - Harrison Michael 
(6pm); 12 Step Men’s Meeting (6:30); Saturday: AA Men (7am);  ACA Group (11:30am); Ukrainian 
Worship (1pm); Ukrainian School of Orange (1:30pm) 

GLORIA DEI STAFF 
Rev. David R. Mattson (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org); 

Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum (michellelum@mygloriadei.org); 
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas (preschool@mygloriadei.org); 
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland (gloriadei@mygloriadei.org); 

Deacon Daneen Pysz (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org); 
Youth Director Paige Gulck  (youth@mygloriadei.org); 

Children’s Ministry Director Molly Healey (childrensministry@mygloriadei.org); 
Family Ministry Coordinator Maggie Grimaldi (maggie.marzo@mygloriadei.org) 

Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum (pianist@mygloriadei.org) 
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