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14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 30, 2026 

(Worship: 8:30am, 10am,  & 5pm) 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Guests, please sign in at the “Welcome Table” and 
receive a gift. For young children, a nursery is available. Sign in and grab a 
pager. We also love children in worship! Join us for refreshments following 
worship. 
 
 
TODAY, we continue our summer theme of looking at Jesus’ most wonderful 
stories - The Parables. These simple stories have eternal lessons to teach us 
on how to follow Jesus, on serving others deeply, and persevering in prayer. 
May the Spirit speak through these timeless stories to inspire your living 
with grace and hope. Today, we hear perhaps the most famous of Jesus’ 
parables - The Parable of the Prodigal Son. Who do you connect with in this 
story?  May God inspire our return home to His grace, over and over. 

PRELUDE: It is Well                               Micaela Lum, Pianist/Organist (8:30am/10am) 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (9:30am) - Cooper Michael Wilson (Baptismal Font) 
 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 
GATHERING HYMN: In Christ There is No East or West                                   #650 
In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,​
but one community of love throughout the whole wide earth.​
​
In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high communion find;​
his service is the golden cord close binding human-kind.​
​
Join hands, disciples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.​
All children of the living God are surely kin to me.​
​
In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;​
all Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
THE CONFESSION                                                                                 (People read bold words.) 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING (The grace of our Lord … be with you all. And also with you.) 
 
THE KYRIE                                                                       (“Lord have mercy.” by Matt Maher)              
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie, eleison. 
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie, eleison. 
 
Lord of reconciliation, heal our wounds in darkest times. 
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie, eleison.  
 
In the midst of fear and violence, make our lives a prayer of peace. 
Christe, eleison - Christe, eleison.  
 
Healer of the broken-hearted, guide us to heaven’s shores.  
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie eleison. (repeat) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
THE FIRST LESSON: Joshua 5:9-12 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. While the Israelites were 
camped in Gilgal, they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth day 
of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the Passover, on that 
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and roasted 
grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the 
Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that 
year. (Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 



 

Psalm 32                                                                                                                (Read responsively.) 
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,​
    whose sin is covered.​
 
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity​
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 
While I kept silent, my body wasted away​
    through my groaning all day long.​
 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;​
    my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  
 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you,​
    and I did not hide my iniquity;​
 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”​
    and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
Therefore let all who are faithful​
    offer prayer to you;​
 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters​
    shall not reach them. 
​
You are a hiding place for me;​
    you preserve me from trouble. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:16–21  
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer know 
him in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; look, new things have come into being!  All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God 
is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be 
reconciled to God. For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
(Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Please stand for the Gospel.) ​ ​                  #169 

 
Leader: Speak, O Lord, Your servant is listening. You have the words of 
eternal life. (People sing Alleluia again.) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter. Glory to You, O Lord. 
THE GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This 
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this 
parable: 
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the wealth that will belong to me.’ So 
he divided his assets between them. A few days later the younger son 
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant region, and there he 
squandered his wealth in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, 
a severe famine took place throughout that region, and he began to be in 
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
region, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have 
filled his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, and no one 
gave him anything. But when he came to his senses he said, ‘How many of 
my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he 
set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him 
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But 
the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and 
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate, for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
celebrate. 
“Now his elder son was in the field, and as he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fatted calf because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 
began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command, yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, 
who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf 



 

for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.’” (The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                      Deacon Daneen Pysz         
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Bless the Lord O My Soul                                                 
Refrain: Bless the Lord, O my soul 
O my soul, worship His holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name. 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. (Refrain.) 
 
You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (Refrain.) 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore. (Refrain.) 
 
THE MESSAGE: “The 3 Prodigals”                                          Pastor David R. Mattson 
 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY MUSIC: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing arr. A. Britt      
​ ​                                                Nathan Wilson, trumpet & Micaela Lum 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: The Doxology 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (All who believe Christ is present in this 
sacrament are welcome. Non-communing children and those who choose not to 
receive, may come for a blessing. Please cross your arms as a signal you would prefer 
a blessing. Also, juice is located in the center of each tray, and gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request-please indicate this choice to a pastor.) 
 
HOLY COMMUNION MUSIC: Lamb of God (People repeat after the leader.) 
Lamb of God… You take away… 
the sins of the world… Miserere nobis. 
 
Lamb of God… You take away… 
the sins of the world… Miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei… You take away… 
the sins of the world… Dona nobis pacem…. 
 
What Wondrous Love is this                                                                                       #666 
What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!​
What won-drous love is this, O my soul!  ​
What won-drous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss ​
to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul, for my soul, ​
to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?​
​
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,​
when I was sinking down, sinking down, ​
when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, ​
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, ​
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.​
​
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;​
to God and to the Lamb I will sing;​
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I Am,​
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,​
while millions join the theme, I will sing.​
​
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;​
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;​
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me,​
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;​
and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling  (solo)                                            Andy Degan 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN: For the Fruit of All Creation                                              #679 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.​



 

For these gifts to ev-’ry nation, thanks be to God.​
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,​
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God.​
​
In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.​
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.​
In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,​
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.​
​
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.​
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.​
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,​
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING WORDS: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
                                     Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE MUSIC: No. 4 from 12 Short Pieces by Samuel Wesley           Micaela Lum 
Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. All 
rights reserved.  Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal © Oxford. Reprinted under One License #727101.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ALTAR FLOWERS provided by Krystal and  Nathan Wilson and Mike and Sarah 
McCarty in celebration of Cooper Wilson’s baptism. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL is on summer break. It resumes September 13. For young children, a 
nursery is available. Sign your child in and grab a pager. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/HELPERS NEEDED - If interested in teaching, please see 
the sign-up at the Welcome Table. Sunday school is held during morning services. 

  CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP -  meets TODAY in Knudson Hall at 11:15am. 

LAUNDRY LOVE - Please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table if you would like to 
volunteer to help on Friday, September 4 at 2pm. 
 
CHOIRS AT GLORIA DEI - The next choral season begins in September. Interested in 
joining our Handbell Choir, Sanctuary Choir, or Gloria Dei Chorale? Auditions for new 
vocal members are on September 3 and rehearsals for all ensembles begin 
September 10. Email michellelum@mygloriadei.org.  
 
KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY starts up: An overview of the New Testament led by Pastor 
David on Thursdays, 6:15-7:15pm, beginning September 10. It’s not too late to join! 
 
BUNCO - Hosted by the Women’s Board. Sept 11 at 6pm.  If you would like to join in the 
fun, see the sign-up at the Welcome Table. 
 
9/11 PRAYER SERVICE - Noon (September 11), Sanctuary. A meditative, quiet time of 
prayer and worship for the nation and the world. 
 

RALLY SUNDAY (Friendship Sunday), September 13 - All fall programs begin (Bible 
studies, Sunday school, fellowship events, choirs sing, etc.). Our theme is 
Resilience. Invite a friend or family member to join you! Dr. Melody Bacon will lead 
a L & L (Lunch & Learn) about Resilience, after the 10am service. Sign up. 

 
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins September 16, 10am, Knudson Hall. All 
women are welcome to join in! (Philippians) 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY: Saturday, September 12, 8:30am (2nd 
Saturday/month, Knudson Hall) All men are invited for a delicious meal, good 
fellowship, and study led by Pastor David. 
 
PRIME TIME SENIORS - A Day at the Races-Alamitos Race Track. Friday, September 
18. Sign up at the Welcome Table. 
 
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION for parents & junior high students: Sanctuary, Sunday, 
September 20, 9:30am. Questions, speak with Youth Director Paige or Pastor David. 
 
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP: Monthly activities are for 9th - 12th grade students and 
friends. Friday, September 18: Bowling Bonanza 6:00pm Saddleback Lanes in Mission 
Viejo. Questions: Call the office or speak with Youth Director Paige Gulck. 
 
SERRA’S PANTRY volunteering: Saturday, September 19. Call the office for details. 
 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER will be on September 19 at 5:30pm (Main meal takes place at  
Laura & Jim Bankson’s home, and finally dessert at……….) Catered dinner. $20. 
Sign-up. 
 
NEW MEMBERS - The next time new members will be officially received at Gloria Dei 
will be on  Sunday, September 27. See the sign-up for details. 
 
90+ BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION -  Sunday, Sept. 27. Invitations have been sent to those 
90 years and older. If you have not received yours, please speak with Deacon Daneen. 
 
ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT (Friday-Sunday, October 2-4) is held at the Welk’s 
Resort. See the sign-up for details. 
 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 2027 -  Registration opens in October. Please call (949) 
493-3414 or email gloriadei@mtgloriadei.org the church office if you are interested in 
having your child attend. 
 
THANK YOU for supporting Gloria Dei! Place check/money in donation 
boxes or give via Venmo app - @GloriaDei-DanaPoint or Zelle - 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. You can also donate via credit/debit card 
through Vanco: mygloriadei.org/donate or go to QR code to right.  
                                                                                                         

mailto:gloriadei@mtgloriadei.org
http://mygloriadei.org/donate


 

 

 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: OktoberFest (October 10); ✜ Los Angelitos Orphanage Trip 
(October 17) ✜ Reformation Sunday - Bible Presentation; ✜ Trick 0r Trunk (October 
25); ✜ All Saints’ Sunday (November 1); ✜ Middle School Youth Gathering (November 
6-8) ✜ Chili Cook-Off & Square Dance (November 15) 
 
 
 

THANKS TO OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY! 
8:30am: Coffee Prep: Lynne & Wes Morgan; Communion: Katherine Dickinson & Susie Boland 
Lector: Christian Asis; Ushers: Elvia & John Gustavson; Welcome Table: Diane Kelly 10am: 
Coffee Clean-up: Lisa Mers; Communion: Colleen McCray & Lisa Mers; Lector: Roger Grefsrud 
Ushers: Adam Ohlemacher & Susan Warneke; Welcome Table: Kathi Anderson 5pm: Reader: 
Lorraine McCarty 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR - AUG. 30- SEPT. 5,  2026 
Today: Worship (8:30am, 10am, 5pm); Baptism (9:30am); Caregivers Group (11:15);  Monday: Al 
Anon (5:30pm); Alateen (5:30pm); AA Coed (7pm) Tuesday: AA Men (7am); GIFT (10am); Staff 
Meeting (11am); Dean’s Meeting (12:30pm) Wednesday: AA Men (7am); Mission Hospital AA 
(6pm); 12 Step Couples (7:30pm) Thursday: AA Men (7am); AA Women (9:30am); Seniors & 
Friends AA (1pm); Al Anon (5:30pm); AA Meeting (7pm); Call Committee (7pm)  Friday: Al Anon 
(10am); Laundry Love (2pm); 12 Step Men’s Meeting (6:30); Saturday: AA Men (7am); Prayer 
Shawl (9am);  ACA Group (11:30am); Ukrainian School of Orange (1:30pm) 

GLORIA DEI STAFF 
Rev. David R. Mattson (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org); 

Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum (michellelum@mygloriadei.org); 
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas (preschool@mygloriadei.org); 
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland (gloriadei@mygloriadei.org); 

Deacon Daneen Pysz (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org); 
Youth Director Paige Gulck  (youth@mygloriadei.org); 

Children’s Ministry Director Molly Healey (childrensministry@mygloriadei.org); 
Family Ministry Coordinator Maggie Grimaldi (maggie.marzo@mygloriadei.org) 

Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum (pianist@mygloriadei.org) 
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