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=Z+he Parables

I3TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 23, 2026
(Worship: 8:30am, 10am, & 5pm)

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Guests, please sign in at the “Welcome Table” and
receive a gift. For young children, a nursery is available. Sign in and grab a
pager. We also love children in worship! Join us for refreshments following
worship.

TODAY, we continue our summer theme of looking at Jesus' most wonderful
stories - The Parables. These simple stories have eternal lessons to teach us
on how to follow Jesus, on serving others deeply, and persevering in prayer.
May the Spirit speak through these timeless stories to inspire your living
with grace and hope. Today, we hear Jesus' parable about the widow and the
unjust judge and His admonition “not to lose heart." May God help us to carry
on!

PRELUDE: Micaela Lum, Pianist/Organist (8:30am/10am)

WELCOME AND INVOCATION

GATHERING HYMN: Praise My Soul the King of Heaven #865 vv.1-3
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing.
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Praise the everlasting King!

Praise him for his grace and favor to our forebears in distress.
Praise him, still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless.
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Glorious is his faithfulness!

Tenderly he shields and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows.
In his hands he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.
Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Widely as his mercy flows.

THE CONFESSION (Psalm 51)
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;

(People read bold words.)

according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.
(Moment of silence. Proclamation of forgiveness.)

APOSTOLIC GREETING (The grace of our Lord ... be with you all. And also with you.)

THE KYRIE
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie, eleison.
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie, eleison.

(“Lord have mercy.” by Matt Maher)

Lord of reconciliation, heal our wounds in darkest times.
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie, eleison.

In the midst of fear and violence, make our lives a prayer of peace.
Christe, eleison - Christe, eleison.

Healer of the broken-hearted, guide us to heaven's shores.
Kyrie, eleison - Kyrie eleison. (repeat)



PRAYER OF THE DAY

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 32:22-31

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left
alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob's
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless
me." So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the
man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven
with God and with humans and have prevailed." Then Jacob asked him,
“Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?”
And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have
seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he
passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

(Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!)

Psalm 121 (Read responsively.)
[ Lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is your keeper; The Lord is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on
and forevermore.

THE SECOND LESSON: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned itand how from childhood you have known
sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the person
of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. As for you, be sober
in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully. (Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Please stand for the Gospel.) #169

@
|

Al - le - lu - ia, al - le-lu-ia, al - le - Iu - ia.

Leader: Speak, O Lord, Your servant is listening. You have the words of
eternal life. (People sing Alleluia again.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

THE GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to
lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser. For a
while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of
God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering
me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually
coming. " And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and
night? Will he delay long in helping them? | tell you, he will quickly grant
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?” (The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Lisa Zylstra

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN OF THE DAY:_Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (2x) #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,

Lord, send your Spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying.

Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
THE MESSAGE: Prayer Thru Pastor David R. Mattson
OFFERING & OFFERTORY MUSIC: Desert Song by Brooke Fraser ~ Michelle Lum
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: The Doxology

OFFERTORY PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

THE LORD'S PRAYER



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (AWl who believe Christ is present in this
sacrament are welcome. Non-communing children and those who choose not to
receive, may come for a blessing. Please cross your arms as a signal you would prefer
a blessing. Also, juice is located in the center of each tray, and gluten-free wafers are
available upon request-please indicate this choice to a pastor.)

HOLY COMMUNION MUSIC: Lamb of God (People repeat after the leader.)
Lamb of God... You take away...
the sins of the world... Miserere nobis.

Lamb of God... You take away...
the sins of the world... Miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei... You take away...
the sins of the world... Dona nobis pacem....

God of the Sparrow #740
God of the sparrow, God of the whale

God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe
How does the creature say Praise

God of the earthquake, God of the storm
God of the trumpet blast

How does the creature cry Woe

How does the creature cry Save

God of the rainbow, God of the cross
God of the empty grave

How does the creature say Grace
How does the creature say Thanks

God of the hungry, God of the sick
God of the prodigal

How does the creature say Care
How does the creature say Life

God of the neighbor, God of the foe
God of the pruning hook

How does the creature say Love
How does the creature say Peace

God of the ages, God near at hand
God of the loving heart

How do your children say Joy
How do your children say Home

What a Friend We Have in Jesus #742
What a friend we have in Jesus,

all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev-'ry-thing to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear
all because we do not carry
ev-'ry-thing to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged,
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev-'ry weakness,
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge,

take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
THE BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN: What a Fellowship

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain:
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;

oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain.)

SENDING WORDS: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

#774 vv.1-2



POSTLUDE MUSIC: Micaela Lum

Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Text ©
1983 Concordia Publishing House. Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One License #727101.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALTAR FLOWERS provided by Dianne and Greg Blanda in honor of all the students
returning to school. May God watch over them.

SUNDAY SCHOOL is on summer break. It resumes September 13. For young children, a
nursery is available. Sign your child in and grab a pager.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/HELPERS NEEDED - If interested in teaching, please see
the sign-up at the Welcome Table. Sunday school is held during morning services.

MIRABELL TRIO CONCERT - TODAY, 5pm. Julie Ayer (violin), Karen Follingstad (piano),
and Martha Lippi (cello). Invite a few friends for an evening of fantastic music!

FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT - If you are interested in joining in, come meet us in
Bankson Hall on August 29 from 8am- 5pm.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP - If you are currently a caregiver or have been onein
the past, please join our first meeting, Sunday, August 30, 11:15-12:15pm, Bankson Hall.
Sign up at the Welcome Table. Questions - speak with Deacon Daneen.

LAUNDRY LOVE - Please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table if you would like to
volunteer to help on Friday, September 4 at 2pm.

CHOIRS AT GLORIA DEI - The next choral season begins in September. Interested in
joining our Handbell Choir, Sanctuary Choir, or Gloria Dei Chorale? Auditions for new
vocal members are on September 3 and rehearsals for all ensembles begin
September 10. Email michellelum@mygloriadei.org.

KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY starts up: An overview of the New Testament led by Pastor
David on Thursdays, 6:15-7:15pm, beginning September 10. It's not too late to join!

BUNCO - Hosted by the Women's Board. Sept 11 at 6pm. If you would like to join in the
fun, see the sign-up at the Welcome Table.

9/11 PRAYER SERVICE - Noon (September 11), Sanctuary. A meditative, quiet time of
prayer and worship for the nation and the world.

WOMEN'S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins September 16, 10am, Knudson Hall. All
women are welcome to join in! (Philippians)

MEN'S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY (2nd Saturday/month, 8:30am, Knudson Hall) All
men are invited for a delicious meal, good fellowship, and study led by Pastor David.

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION for parents & junior high students: Sanctuary, Sunday,
September 20, 9:30am. Questions, speak with Youth Director Paige or Pastor David.

SERRA'S PANTRY volunteering: Saturday, September 19. Call the office for details.

NEW MEMBERS - The next time new members will be officially received at Gloria Dei
will be on Sunday, September 27. See the sign-up for details.

90+ BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION - Sunday, Sept. 27. Invitations have been sent to those
90 years and older. If you have not received yours, please speak with Deacon Daneen.

ANNUAL WOMEN'S RETREAT (Friday-Sunday, October 2-4) is held at the Welk's
Resort. See the sign-up for details.

THANK YOU for supporting Gloria Dei! Place check/money in donation
boxes or give via Venmo app - @GloriaDei-DanaPoint or Zelle -
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. You can also donate via credit/debit card :
through Vanco: mygloriadei.org/donate or go to QR code to right. ®

THANKS TO QUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY!

8:30am: Coffee Prep: Bonny & Bob Gillespie; Communion: Pat McKinley & Diane Kelly Lector:
Richard Carlson; Ushers: Matt Dubow & Christian Asis; Welcome Table: Liane Schuller 10am:
Coffee Clean-up: Pastor David; Communion: & Lisa Mers; Lector: Kathy Evans Ushers: Kathi
Anderson & Dennis Pysz; Welcome Table: Brenda & Bob Gaumer

OPPORTUNITIES FOR - AUG. 23-29, 2026

Today: Worship (8:30am, 10am, Mirabell Trio (5pm); Monday: Al Anon (5:30pm); Alateen
(5:30pm); AA Coed (7pm) Tuesday: AA Men (7am); Staff Meeting (11am) Wednesday: AA Men
(7am); Mission Hospital AA (6pm); 12 Step Couples (7:30pm) Thursday: AA Men (7am); AA
Women (9:30am); Seniors & Friends AA (1pm); Al Anon (5:30pm); AA Meeting (7pm) Eriday: Al
Anon (10am); Memorial (11am); 12 Step Men's Meeting (6:30); Saturday: AA Men (7am);
Fantasy Football Draft Day (8am); ACA Group (11:30am)

RALLY SUNDAY (Friendship Sunday), September 13 - All fall programs begin (Bible
studies, Sunday school, fellowship events, choirs sing, etc.). Our theme is
Resilience. Invite a friend or family member to join you! Dr. Melody Bacon will lead
a L & L (Lunch & Learn) about Resilience, after the 10am service. Sign up.

GLORIA DEI STAFF
Rev. David R. Mattson (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org);

Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum (michellelum@mygloriadei.org);
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas (preschool@mygloriadei.org);
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland (gloriadei@mygloriadei.org);
Deacon Daneen Pysz (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org);

Youth Director Paige Gulck (youth@mygloriadei.org);

Children's Ministry Director Molly Healey (childrensministry@mygloriadei.org);
Family Ministry Coordinator Maggie Grimaldi (maggie.marzo@mygloriadei.org)
Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum (pianist@mygloriadei.org)
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: <% Progressive Dinner (September 19); %= OktoberFest
(October 10); % Los Angelitos Orphanage Trip (October 17) = Reformation Sunday -
Bible Presentation; % Trick Or Trunk (October 25); 4 All Saints’ Sunday (November 1);
% Middle School Youth Gathering (November 6-8) %= Chili Cook-Off & Square Dance
(November 15)



