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9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 26, 2026 

(Worship: 8:30am, 10am,  & 5pm) 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Guests, please sign in at the “Welcome Table” and 
receive a gift. For young children, a nursery is available. Sign in and grab a 
pager. We also love children in worship! Join us for refreshments following 
worship. 
 
TODAY, we continue our summer theme of looking at Jesus’ most wonderful 
stories - The Parables. These simple stories have eternal lessons to teach us 
on how to follow Jesus, on serving others deeply, and persevering in prayer. 
May the Spirit speak through these timeless stories to inspire your living 
with grace and hope. Today, we hear Jesus’ parable about the seed and 
growth of the Kingdom. May we be open and willing to plant seeds of grace. 
God will provide the growth and life for all. 
. 

PRELUDE: Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit by J.S. Bach 
                                                                                                  Micaela Lum, Pianist/Organist 

 
(Sacrament of Baptism for Sage Elianna Sundberg, 9:30am) 

 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 
GATHERING HYMN: Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart                                          #873 vv.1-3 
Rejoice, ye pure in heart!, Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;​
your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.​
​
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!​
​
With voice as full and strong as ocean’s surging praise,​
send forth the sturdy hymns of old, the psalms of ancient days. (Refrain.)​
​
With all the angel choirs, with all the saints on earth ​
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rapture, noblest mirth.  (Refrain.) 
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
The smile of a stranger, the first light of dawn, the call of an old friend: 
For each seed of tenderness we are grateful;​
For each planting of joy we give you thanks. 
 
The rolling waves of the ocean, the firmness of a handshake, 
the vast diversity of nature: 
For each seed of wonder we sing gratitude;​
For each planting of patience we give praise. 

The quiet stream, the awe of the stars, and the deep breath of life: 
For each seed of love we lift up your name;​
For each planting of faith we offer our joy. 
 
The togetherness of people in worship, 
the sounds of young and old voices in song, 
the prayers for those near and far. 
Let each seed be a blessing, a sign, a parable of Your reign. Amen. 
 
THE HYMN: Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart                                                     #874 vv.5-6 
At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest;​
the pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest.  (Refrain.) 
 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
​
Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore:​
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one God forevermore. (Refrain.) 



 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of all growth, you nurture the seeds of our love and joy and make us 
co-workers in your kingdom. Give us strength to open and grow in your 
abundant love, that we might contribute to a world where all are fed, 
sheltered, and nurtured. In the name of Jesus, who brings us abundant 
life. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 
"Ask what I should give you." And Solomon said, "You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before 
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, 
and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do 
not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the 
people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be 
numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind 
to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can 
govern this great people of yours?" It pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this. God said to him, "Because you have asked this and have not asked 
for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked 
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to 
your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has 
been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you. 
(Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 
 
PSALM 126                                                                                                            (Read responsively.) 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,​

    we were like those who dream.​
 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter​
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;​
 
then it was said among the nations,​
    “The LORD has done great things for them.”​
 
The LORD has done great things for us,​
    and we rejoiced. 
 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,​
    like the watercourses in the Negeb.​
 
May those who sow in tears​
    reap with shouts of joy.​
 

Those who go out weeping,  bearing the seed for sowing,​
​ shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:1-11 
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of 
sin and of death.  For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 
law—indeed, it cannot,  and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But 
you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
(Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Please stand.)​                                                                   page 188 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to You, O Lord. 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-34 

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest 



 

of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until 
all of it was leavened.” Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; 
without a parable He told them nothing. 
(The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.) 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                                                         Youth Director Paige Gulck         

(Sunday School is on summer break and begins again  in the fall.) 
 
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE HYMN: This is My Father’s World                                                                   #824 
This is my Father’s world, and to my lis-t’ning ears​
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.​
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought​
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.​
​
This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols raise;​
the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise.​
This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair.​
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.​
​
This is my Father’s world; oh, let me not forget​
that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.​
This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be sad?​
The Lord is king, let the heaven ring; ​
God reigns, let earth be glad! 
​
THE MESSAGE: Seedy Living                            Pastor David R. Mattson (8:30/10am) 
                                  The Kingdom of God is Like…              Deacon Daneen Pysz (5pm) 
 
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY MUSIC: ​ ​ ​ ​ Andy Degan 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful                       (Sing 2x)     
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful. 
In the Lord, I will rejoice. 
Look to God, do not be afraid, 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Merciful Father, 

We offer with joy and thanksgiving, what You have first given us - our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (After each prayer: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who believe Christ is present in this sacrament are welcome. Non-communing 
children and adults who choose not to receive, may come forward for a blessing. 
Please cross your arms as a signal you would prefer a blessing. Also, juice is located 
in the center of each tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request-please 
indicate this choice to a pastor.) 
 
THE HYMNS DURING HOLY COMMUNION: 
Lamb of God                                                                                                                 page 191 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace,  grant us peace, Lamb of God. 
 
Children of the Heavenly Father​                                                                 #781 
Children of the heav’n-ly Father safely in his bosom gather;​
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given.​
​
God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish.​
From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them.​
​
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever;​
unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth.​
​
Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh;​
his the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy. 
 
Shout to the Lord                                                                                           #821 (sing 2x) 
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 
the wonders of your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; 
let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
never cease to worship you. 



 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
at the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.​
 
Here is Bread                                                                                                                 #483 
Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.​
Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us here.​
​
Refrain:​
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever.​
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here.​
​
Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us.​
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus here. (Refrain.)​
​
Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.​
We’ll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified. (Refrain.) 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                 #836 
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love!​
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above.​
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away.​
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,​
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow-’ry meadow, flashing sea​ ​
chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.​
​
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,​
well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest!​
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine;​
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 
 
SENDING WORDS: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
                                     Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE MUSIC: Toccata in d by Franz Xavier Murschhauser 
                                                                                                                                   Micaela Lum 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS provided by Bill Jonas in celebration of Kathy Martino’s 70th 
birthday and by Linda Curie in loving memory of John Curie. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Sage Sandberg on her baptism today, 9:30am. Join us at the 
Baptismal Font as we welcome her to the family of God. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL is now on summer break. It resumes in the fall. Thanks to all the 
teachers & Children’s Ministry Director Molly Healey for their work. For young 
children, a nursery is available. Sign your child in and grab a pager. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/HELPERS NEEDED - If you are interested in teaching 
Sunday school this coming school year, please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table. 
 
FLOWER POWER MINISTRY - Make flower arrangements from the Sunday Flowers 
for shut-ins. If interested, speak with Deacon Daneen Pysz. 
 
ART EXHIBITION by Jane Zeiger is up in the sanctuary for the month of July. These 
paintings are based on America the Beautiful in celebration of the 250th anniversary 
of our country. 
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY AND MEAL: A study on The Parables of Jesus continues on 
this last Wednesday, July 29. Bankson Hall. 5-5:30pm dinner provided; 5:30-6:30pm 
study. All are welcome. Sign-up at the Welcome Table for the meal. 
 
LAUNDRY LOVE - Please see the sign-up at the Welcome Table if you would like to 
volunteer to help on Friday, August 7 at 2pm. 
 
SERRA’S PANTRY - The next volunteer opportunity is Saturday, August 15. Call the 
office for more details. 
 
MAHJONG GAME NIGHT Sign-ups for a beginner class and a class for those that 
already know how to play at the Welcome Table. 
 
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third 
Monday/month, year round, 2pm. The group meets in Knudson Hall & next meeting is 
August 17. If interested, contact the office. 
 
ANGELS’ GAME & TAILGATING: Saturday, August 15, Game  - 6:30pm, BBQ & Tailgating 
begins at 4pm (church provides hotdogs, bratwursts, utensils). Bring something to 
share. $25. Sign-up with payment. Must have MLB Ballpark App. 
 
MIRABELL TRIO CONCERT - August 23, 5pm. Julie Ayer (violin), Karen Follingstad 
(piano), and Martha Lippi (cello) are back for another chamber concert. Invite a few 
friends for an evening of fantastic music! 
 
CHOIRS AT GLORIA DEI - our next choral season begins in September. Interested in 
joining our Handbell Choir, Sanctuary Choir, or Gloria Dei Chorale? Email 
michellelum@mygloriadei.org. Auditions for new vocal members are on September 3 
and rehearsals for all ensembles begin September 10. 
 
 



 

THANK YOU for supporting Gloria Dei! Place check/money in donation 
boxes or give via Venmo app - @GloriaDei-DanaPoint or Zelle - 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. You can also donate via credit/debit card 
through Vanco: mygloriadei.org/donate or go to QR code to right.                                                    
 

 

 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
✜ Rally Sunday - Fall Kick Off (September 13) 
✜ 90+ Birthday Celebration (September 27) 
✜ Women’s Retreat (October 2-4) 
✜ OktoberFest (October 10) 
✜ Reformation Sunday - Bible Presentation; Trick 0r Trunk (October 25) 
 
Music © 1974 (renewed) by Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawnee Press, Inc. (ASCAP). International 
copyright secured. All rights reserved. Text © 1925 Board of Publication. Lutheran Church in America, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress. Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/ Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada 
by Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) ℅ Integrity Media, Inc. 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695. Text and 
music © 1001 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under One License #727101. Photo: Image of From Sea to Shining Sea by Jane Zeiger 
 

THANKS TO OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY! 
8:30am: Coffee Prep: Pam & Steve Weiss; Communion: Paige Gulck & Shelly Higgins; Lector: 
Pam Weiss; Ushers: Chuck Weinhardt & Scott Neiderhiser; Welcome Table: Bonny & Bob 
Gillespie 10am: Coffee Clean-up: Kathy Person; Communion: Karen Ungerman & Jim St. Martin; 
Lector: Lisa Mers; Ushers: Colleen McCray & Jennifer Olmstead; Welcome Table: Peggy Johnson 
5pm: Reader: Guy Boicey 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR - JULY 26- AUG. 1,  2026 
Today: Worship (8:30am, 10am & 5pm); Monday: South Coast Literacy (10am); Al Anon 
(5:30pm); Alateen (5:30pm); AA Coed (7pm) Tuesday: AA Men (7am); Al Anon (7pm) 
Wednesday: AA Men (7am); Summer Bible Study (5pm); Mission Hospital AA (6pm); 12 Step 
Couples (7:30pm) Thursday: AA Men (7am); AA Women (9:30am); Seniors & Friends AA (1pm); 
Al Anon (5:30pm); AA Meeting (7pm) Friday: Al Anon (10am); Wedding Rehearsal (10am); 12 
Step Men’s Meeting (6:30); Saturday: AA Men (7am); ACA Group (11:30am); Ukrainian Dinner 
(3pm) 

GLORIA DEI STAFF 
Rev. David R. Mattson (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org); 

Art & Music Minister Michelle Lum (michellelum@mygloriadei.org); 
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas (preschool@mygloriadei.org); 
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland (gloriadei@mygloriadei.org); 

Deacon Daneen Pysz (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org); 
Youth Director Paige Gulck  (youth@mygloriadei.org); 

Children’s Ministry Director Molly Healey (childrensministry@mygloriadei.org); 
Family Ministry Coordinator Maggie Grimaldi (maggie.marzo@mygloriadei.org) 

Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum (pianist@mygloriadei.org) 
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