
  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

DEI-LY LIGHT 

JULY/AUGUST 2025 NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear Gloria Dei family,  
 
Kimberly and I are traveling a bit this summer, but as you know, it’s always good to come home. I’ve been 
thinking a lot about home, not just as a physical place, but as a concept, an idea of great and sturdy hope. 
There’s a comfort and strength about coming home.  
 
With all the rallies, fights, and arguments over immigration, it’s got me thinking about home. It’s mostly 
desperate, poor, frightened, and hungry people who are looking for a home. 
 
I certainly believe deeply that Christians must err on the side of welcome, hospitality, and grace to people 
seeking a home. Yes, there must be laws and enforcement, but to follow Jesus is to reach out to those 
despised and say, through words and actions, ‘you have a home with Jesus.’ 
 
Speaking of home, is Gloria Dei your church home? If so, would you try and meet someone new? Think 
about this - If you invited someone to your actual home, it would be a bit weird if, when they rang the 
doorbell, you hid away? Your guest would think you were either extremely unfriendly, or even dangerous. 
 
Every Sunday, we have many guests. Why? Lots of reasons, but certainly people like the spirit of the place, 
the energy of the place. And we have the message - grace changes everything! We have the people and 
programs. But before all that, above all that, the Spirit works through people who are willing to walk across 
the room or the patio and say, ‘hi,’ ‘welcome,’ and smile. 
 

Psalm 90:1 - Lord, through all the generations you have been our home! 
Peace, 

 
Pastor David R. Mattson 
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MICHELLE LUM 

 

MINISTER OF ART & MUSIC 

 
Summertime is when I get to review the past year and plan for the upcoming year; what 
went well, and what needs adjustment so our next season can be even better. Looking 
back at the past year, I am so grateful for all the artists, musicians, and creative friends 
that I’ve had the privilege to work with for so many different projects. Our art ministry 
made over 1000 origami stars for a Christmas art installation and water-marbled more 
than 400 prints for Easter. Our Sanctuary, Bell, and Preschool choirs created so much 

music this past year, some of my personal favorites included the Good Friday choral piece and the Easter 
handbell piece! Not to mention our regular team of vocalists and instrumentalists that play at Gloria Dei 
throughout the year (shout out to Micaela Lum for bringing us the harpsichord last Christmas!). I love that 
we get to make our church a more beautiful place visually and aurally.   
 
One of the best parts of these ministries is the relationships that happen when you work on projects 
together. I have gotten to meet and become friends with so many wonderful people as we’ve made music 
and art together!  
 
In September we will start a new season of art and music ministry. If you are artistically or musically inclined, 
I invite you to join! There are so many ways to be involved in either ministry. Whether it’s working on an art 
project, leading a workshop, playing an instrument, singing/ringing in a choir, or helping with some of the 
behind the scenes administrative work, there are many ways to get plugged in. If you aren’t already 
involved, or if you would like to help out in another way, let me know! 
 
ART & MUSIC NEWS 
 
Christmas in July: Ornament Workshop - July 17 from 10:30am-12:30pm in Bankson Hall. Join the art 
ministry for a workshop where we will use alcohol ink to make some unique and beautiful ornaments. Each 
attendee will make a set of 4 to take home. Cost is $10/person, sign up at the welcome table. 
 
Summer Concert by Micaela Lum - July 26, 2:00pm in the sanctuary. Come enjoy a wonderful afternoon 
with Micaela as she gives a lecture-concert on Olivier Messiaen’s Vingt Regards sur l’Enfant-Jésus. 
 
Kintsugi Sessions - August 14 at 12:30pm-3:30pm and August 16 at 9:30am-12:30pm in Bankson Hall. 
Kintsugi is an ancient art form where vessels are mended with gold. Learn about the art of kintsugi as we 
use a contemporary method to mend vessels together. Both sessions are the same but have limited 
capacity, sign up at the welcome table or email Michelle to reserve a spot. Cost is $30 for church members, 
$80 for the public. 
 
Summer Concert by Harrison Michael - August 22, 6:00pm in the sanctuary. Join us for a fun summer 
concert by Harrison Michael (vocalist, pianist) as he performs a variety of tunes! 
 
Interested in joining the art ministry email newsletter or a choir? Email michellelum@mygloriadei.org 
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DEACON DANEEN PYSZ 

GLORIA DEI SPIRITUAL CARE 

I pray you are having a wonderful summer of fun and enjoyment. Speaking of fun, the Prime Timers 
(Seniors) will be attending a day of food, fellowship, and fun at Los Alamitos Race Track. Saturday, 
July 5 at 12 noon. 
 
There’s still time to sign up at the Welcome table. Admission cost is $10.00 to the Vessels Club, where 
you are welcome to purchase lunch and beverages. Future suggestions for Prime Timers are 
bowling, miniature golfing, Pageant of the Masters, ax throwing, a movie and early dinner. If you 

have any suggestions for any other recreational activities or community outreach programs, please let me know. 
 
Our next Laundry Love is Friday, August 1. We skipped July because the first Friday landed on the 4th. Look for the 
sign up sheet. Thank you to all those who volunteer for Laundry Love, C.A.R.E., Flower Power, and Eucharistic Ministry. 
 
 

OTHER MINISTRIES: 
● Laundry Love: at Sparklean Laundry, San Juan Capistrano is the first Friday of each month from 2 pm -5:30 pm. 

Gloria Dei will provide a laundry card that you can swipe, so folks in need can wash & dry their clothes for FREE. 
All are welcome! Questions: contact me at deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org.  

● C.A.R.E. (Comfort Appreciate Remember Empathize): sending birthday greetings and get well cards to 
members. 

● Flower Power: Making bouquets from Sunday’s altar flowers on Monday to give to shut-ins, etc. 
● Eucharistic Ministry - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting with shut-ins, homebound, hospitalized 

and bringing the Lord’s Supper and/or conversations and prayer. If interested in helping in this area, please call 
the office at 949-493-3414 or, reach out to Deacon Daneen. 

 
 
 

THE BIG NEWS 

 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY AND DINNERS - Join us on Wednesdays beginning July 23, 5:30pm (dinner) and 6pm (study).  
Pastor David will lead this Bible study looking at N.T. Wright’s series on some of the important passages of scripture. 
Childcare available upon request. 
 
60TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY - Mark your calendars now to join the Gloria Dei family for an evening of entertainment, 
celebration, good food, and wonderful fellowship. Friday, September 19, festivities begin at 5pm. 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR - We are beginning the search for a part-time Children’s Ministry person who will 
direct Sunday school and other young children and family events at Gloria Dei. If you’d like more information or if you 
know someone who would be a good candidate, please contact Pastor David (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org). 
 
SUMMER SERMON SERIES: Vintage Faith: A 2nd Look at Luther’s Small Catechism. We’ll study the foundational scripture 
passages of our faith - The 10 Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, The Sacraments, The Apostles’ Creed. This theme is 
more than something from the past, but always new and life empowering. Invite a friend to worship with you. (Series 
begins Sunday, June 22) There will also be vintage cars! 
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FELLOWSHIP/FRIENDSHIP(Social/Friendship Events) 

If you have questions or ideas for fellowship events, email  
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. 
 
PRIMETIMERS (Seniors) - This is a group of seniors who meet for such things as 
fellowship, learning, service, and more. All seniors are welcome! Our next event is 
Saturday, July 5, 12 noon at the Los Alamitos Race Track. Watch for details at the Welcome 
Table. Everyone is welcome.  
 

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9am in the conference room. 
The next board meeting is September 13th. 

● Women’s Upcoming Events:  

○ Fall Bunco (September 5, 6pm) 
○ Women’s Fall Retreat (October 3-5, 2025) 
○ Women’s Christmas Event (December 13, 2pm) 

BENEFIT CONCERT FOR UKRAINE -  July 19th, on Gloria Dei campus. Craft Fair 3pm, Concert at 5:00pm.  

 
 
TAILGATE PARTY AT ANGEL’S GAME - Saturday, August 2 ($25/ticket.) This is always a 
fun event! Tailgating in the parking lot begins at 4pm (near the “Big A.”) Church will 
provide hotdogs/bratwurst/utensils. Bring something to share and a lawn chair. The 
game is at 7pm with Fireworks! 
 
 
 

 
FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT DAY - Saturday, August 23 all-day event in Bankson 
Hall! “New Year…New Team…New Dream!” Come out and join in the fun!  

 

 
OTHER FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS    

● 60th Anniversary Celebration of Gloria Dei (Friday, September 19) 
● Oktoberfest (Saturday, October 11) 
● Trick or Trunk (Sunday, October 26) 
● Young Families with Kids (October TBA) 
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CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL is now on summer break until the Fall. Thank you so 
much to the Sunday school teachers and helpers this past year! 
 
VBS - “TRUE NORTH - TRUSTING JESUS IN A WILD 
WORLD” was in June and we had a great turn out with 
about 50 kids!  We want to thank all the volunteers that 
helped bring this wonderful event to life! 
 
NURSERY is available for babies to preschool age 
during morning worship services. The nursery is located in the preschool 
classroom directly across from the elevator. Please pick up a pager when 
signing in with your child. The nursery is open during summer. 

 
 
PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS  

SUMMER TRIP - Please keep Paige and these kids, 
Tanner Boland, Elijah and Elliott Don, Jenna Hallowell, 
Evan Neiderhiser and Emma Person, in your prayers as 
they spend time in Maui to help with disaster relief.  
 
SUMMER BREAK - Events may pop-up over the summer, 

be sure to check the website for information. In September we will be back to 
monthly events for the Senior High kids and a schedule for confirmation classes. 
 
FATHER DAY FLOATS - Thanks to the senior high kids for helping out with root 
beer floats!  
 
 
 
YOUNG ADULTS WITH KIDS - This group will be getting together one Sunday afternoon in September for a 
“Pizza and Games Night.”  The date will be posted once it is decided upon.  If you have any questions, please 
email Kristina Mayfield at kklein_17@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5 



 
SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

PRESCHOOL  

Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!  
 
Summertime is for family fun, playing with friends, and enjoying the simple things in 
life. My wish is for everyone to stop, breathe, and feel the presence of the Holy 
Spirit within us. Happy summer! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKS 

 
Thank you to all the Vacation Bible School Volunteers!  Our volunteers were made up of church members, 
high schoolers and staff. This is a big, week-long ,event that everyone worked so hard to create for the kids 
in the community. 
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GROWING TOGETHER! 
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.) 
 
 

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S STUDY - For all interested women, evening study offered on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday monthly at 6:30pm, social time & 7pm - 8pm, study time. This group is currently on summer break 
until September 2025. For more information, contact the church office 949-493-3414 or 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. 
 

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Every Wednesday, 10am (September - May) - Gloria Dei women (and 
friends) meet in Knudson Hall. Study led by Pastor David or another staff person. All women are invited to 
join in! They are currently on a hiatus during summer.  
 

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month, year round, at 
2pm. The group meets in Knudson Hall & next meeting is July 21. They are reading Frozen River by Ariel 
Lawhon. If interested in the book club, contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414. 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY - Pastor David and others lead this study, held on the 2nd Saturday each 
month, September - May. Men volunteer to bring food (Let Pastor  David know if you would like to help out.) 
All men are welcome. This group will meet again on September 13.  
 

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at members' homes. They are on a summer 
break for July and August. Their next meeting is on September 30. For information, contact the office. 
 
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY led by David & Susan Warneke, typically on the first 
Monday each month, 6:30pm, conference room. On July 7, G.I.F.T. will continue studying Life Lessons from 1 
& 2 Timothy & Titus by Max Lucado. To join, call the office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. 
 
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY led by Deacon Daneen & Dennis Pysz is held on the 
first & third Tuesday/month, 10am, Knudson Hall. The next meeting is Tuesday, July 1. We are using The 
Gospel of John with the supplement, "John: Jesus-the-Word, The Messiah, The Son of God.” All are welcome! 
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY for all adults/teens begins Wednesday, July 23, 5pm. 
Join us for dinner,  conversation, and a look at Professor N.T.Wright’s videos on 
“Vintage” or basic questions, such as: What is worship? How do I discern God’s 
will? What actually happened on the cross? What is a Christian? 
 
(On July 23, we will have Italian food. Sign-up. Donation.) 
 
N.T. Wright has held a variety of both academic and chaplaincy posts at 
Oxford, Cambridge, and McGill University, Montreal. He was Canon of 
Westminster in 2000, before serving as Bishop of Durham between 2003-2010. 
He is currently Research Professor Emeritus of New Testament and Early 
Christianity at St Mary’s College in the University of St Andrews and Senior 
Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 
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JUNE IN PICTURES 
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DEI-LY SERVICE 
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving, 
serving “the least of these”, etc.) 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - People of all ages are invited to join in - The 
first Saturday of the month, 9am, Knudson Hall. Next meeting - July 5. They 
are in need of experienced knitters to help with this wonderful ministry. If 
you know of someone in need of a shawl or would like more information, 
call Peggy Johnson.  
 
 
SERRA’S PANTRY - Volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano provides 
food to those in need. Gloria Dei members serve at Serra’s Pantry every 
third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round. July 19th is the next 
volunteer opportunity. Please join in to help with this important outreach.  
 
 
THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The 
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly baptized infants & children. If interested in helping, 
please call the office or Donna Combe.  
 
 
SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - All-volunteer, nonprofit organization whose mission is to assist adults 
to acquire English language skills. Knudson Hall on Mondays, 10am - 12pm. ( They will be on summer break from 
August 12- September 7th. Fall session starts back up September 8) Interested in volunteering, contact For 
information, email Sharon Miller at esldanapoint@mygloriadei.org. 
 
 
LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY -  
2025 visitation dates at the Orphanage are: 

● June 28, 2025 
● September 27, 2025 
● December 6, 2025 

 
 
Team Los Angelitos,  
Our next trip to Los Angelitos Orphanage in Tijuana is 
September 27, 2025. We can’t wait to see the children on 
our next trip, especially the ones with their new dental 
work and smiles. Stay tuned for the signup sheet at 
church beginning in May. All are welcome. In the 
meantime, if you are interested in donating new items for the children, please let Eric Houser know and/or 
contact the church office. Thanks all! 
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DEI-LY DETAILS 
ATTENDANCE (In-Person/Livestream) 
6/1: 316           6/8: 277          6/15: 334      6/22: 305         6/29: TBD             
 
 

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving on our website (mygloriadei.org), which allows you to 
make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis. You can also make “one-time” special donations 
electronically.  Choose to donate from your checking account or by using your credit card, etc.  Applications 
are available at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or 
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - Download the app on your phone and make your donation to 
@GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the altar). Add where you 
want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section. 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH ZELLE - gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. We have added ZELLE as another 
secure giving option at Gloria Dei. 
 
TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give 
to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text. 
 
SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts of 
over $10,000. Thanks to these eleven families. If you would like to be a part of this fund (which goes to 
reducing our mortgage), please contact Pastor David about details.  
 
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More people are requesting information about the Endowment Fund. 
Call the office and speak with Pastor David for details or visit our website: www.mygloriadei.org/donate. 
There, you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in your 
will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please consider doing so. 
 
THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden. 
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium 
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Each niche holds two urns. Currently, 60 niches and 4 
memorial plaques have been purchased. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please contact the 
church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium. 
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…” 
 
HEALING - Blaine Johnson, Mary Lou Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gini Sherwood, Gwen Layritz, Christina 
Simpson, Sue Swenson, Frances McFarland, John Knudson, Erika Mills, John Engel, Mark Lopez, Debbie 
Billingsley,  Dave Pozzi and Betty Prock. 
 
PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and 
justice in the Middle East and Ukraine. We also pray for courage, patience, safety & peace for those affected 
by the California wildfires. 
 
FOR OUR MISSIONARY - Please keep Dorcas in your prayers for strength and peace. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414. 
 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (April - June 2025), is available for pick up at the Welcome Table 
on Sunday or at the church office. We also have copies in large print. Please call or email the church office 
949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org if you would like to receive it another way. 
 
 
 

DEI-LY DUTIES      

JULY 2025 VOLUNTEERS  
Time & Talent assignments for February - July 2025 were distributed on January 9,  
based on the form you filled out in Fall 2024. They were distributed via email for 
most & traditional mail for those without email access. If you have questions, call 
Susie Boland at the office: 949-493-3414.  
 
For other time & talent opportunities that don’t happen weekly, we will reach out 
to you as needed. In addition, please watch for happenings in the bulletin or 
opportunities listed at the Welcome Table. 
 

 
 

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629 
Church Office: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;   
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209 
Website: mygloriadei.org;  
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org 
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint 

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org  
Minister of Art and Music Michelle Lum 
michellelum@mygloriadei.org 
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas preschool@mygloriadei.org  
Administrative Assistant Susie Boland  gloriadei@mygloriadei.org  
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org  
Congregational Life fellowship@mygloriadei.org 
Deacon Daneen Pysz deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org 
Pianist/Organist Micaela Lum pianist@mygloriadei.org 
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July/ August 2025 

(See Calendar on Website:  http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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