
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
DEI-LY LIGHT

JULY/AUGUST 2024 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

For decades Gallup has tracked churches, for the first time, more adults in the U.S. do not attend church
than do. That’s not to say Christianity is shrinking - parts of our world are experiencing astronomical growth.

So, why is Gloria Dei doing well? I could mention 25 factors (including visibility, not our coffee), but I want to
focus on 3, which I believe are critical to remember and celebrate:

1. CENTRAL. Think of primary importance - That’s faith in Jesus and celebrating God’s grace. The
Sacraments. Bible study. Prayer. Service to those in need. Fellowship. Grace changes everything! Like
a central train station, from this point, you can go in all sorts of directions, which leads to…

2. CREATIVE. No one likes change, but the right changes, tweaks are critical. To that end, we called Art &
Music Minister Michelle Lum, Youth Director Paige is all about creating caring relationships; Deacon
Daneen’s focus on Prayer and more. We will be putting together a long range planning team which
will look at our overall ministry and health. And, all of us, following the Creator, let’s be creative.

3. CHRIST. Does it point to Jesus? Whatever ministry or justice work we get involved in, does it point to
the cross? If it does, it will succeed, no matter the numbers or outcomes.

All this is food for thought. I pray you have a blessed, restful, and renewing summer.

Gratefully yours,

Pastor David R. Mattson

P.S. My thanks to Susie Boland for all her work running Vacation Bible School - so many kids attended and it
was about fun, planting seeds of faith, and building a loving community.
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MICHELLE LUM

MINISTER OF ART & MUSIC
A few weeks ago I started an expanded role at Gloria Dei as your Art and Music
Minister. Thank you to our church leadership for entrusting me with this! I am excited
and humbled to lead our music ministry and I look forward to seeing what we get to
do in these coming years.

More to come as we get closer to the fall, but in the meantime we have some exciting
art and music events this summer - Art and Music Ministry Happenings:

July 12th, 1:00-3:30pm - Paint Along with Dan Long. All levels of
experience are welcome; watercolorist Dan Long will walk us step by step
through creating a beautiful landscape. Sign up at the welcome table or
email Michelle so we know you’re coming! All supplies provided.

August 6th, 1:00-3:30pm - “Christmas Cards in August.” Never too early
to start planning for Christmas! Come make Christmas cards with the Art
Ministry. We’ll create designs together and you can make your own.

Summer Concert Series - We have a few summer concerts coming up from some of our very own
musicians. They make beautiful music on Sundays, and we get a chance to hear more from their expansive
repertoire. Bring a friend and enjoy some wonderful music! Concerts are held in the sanctuary at 6pm.

August 2nd at 6pm - Darius Miertschin, classical guitarist
August 16 at 6pm -Micaela Lum, pianist
August 30th at 6pm - Harrison Michael, pianist/vocalist

Sanctuary Choir (adults and teens) are on summer break until Rally Sunday in September. Thanks to
everyone who sang! If you would like to be on the contact list for this choir, please contact Michelle Lum

Handbell Choir also ended the season on Pentecost with “Alleluia” by J. Wayne Kerr and “On Wings Above”
by Jason Krug. Thanks to all who rang this season! It will be great to get this group going again in the fall.

THE BIG NEWS
● PLANNING TEAM - A group of people has been selected to think creatively, poll the congregation,

study the community, and come up with a ministry plan for the next 3 years. More information will
be coming soon and the entire congregation will be involved. Please keep Gloria Dei in your prayers
as we think and dream about God’s plan for our future.

● THE BIBLE YEAR - This past year, Gloria Dei has been involved in a year long Bible reading program.
We will be finishing with the New Testament reading portion this summer. Whether you’ve stayed up
on the readings or never started or somewhere in between, Pastor David will begin again an evening
study on it, Thursdays, 6:30pm, beginning July 18. Everyone is invited!

● NEW MEMBERS will be received at Gloria Dei on Sunday, September 15. If interested in officially
joining the Gloria Dei family, watch for details in the bulletin or call the church office.
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DEACON DANEEN PYSZ

GLORIA DEI SPIRITUAL CARE
I can’t believe this is the middle of summer! Talk about Citius, Altius, Fortius (Faster,
Higher, Stronger)! Each week seems like it is going faster. Last month was VBS and
what a fast paced week. I felt so honored to share a bible story with over fifty
children that attended those five days. The bar was set higher for me as I prepared a
different ten minute bible story with lots of animation and props. I was so grateful to
Emma Person and Jenna Hallowell who were my assistants for those five days. We
built altars, made a great fish, weathered a storm, built an empty tomb, and made a
purple prayer wall. We all embraced our stronger imagination as we traveled back in
time to learn about Jesus’ love, friendship, and praying.

St Paul tells us to “pray without ceasing” (Thessalonians 5:17). Praying will definitely makes us stronger. In the
next couple of months we will introduce a new prayer ministry after Sunday services. If you have any
concerns, needs, or gratitudes I’ll be standing near the candle station after each service. I would be honored
to pray with you and for you. As this ministry grows, I look forward to many of you joining me as prayer
partners for others.

Praying helps us to communicate with our higher source-God. In September, make plans to join us for a
Labyrinth Walk through our beautiful desert courtyard. It has been a few years since our last Prayer
Labyrinth. We will have a bulletin with seven scriptures and seven prayers printed out for you. One for each
of the seven stations in the courtyard to stop at and pray. Labyrinths are found in many cultures dating back
3,500 years. Medieval Christians walked and prayed instead of taking a hazardous pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
The object was to walk in the footsteps of Christ. Praying makes us stronger.

Speaking of stronger, we are a strong church with many members who are over ninety years young. Join us
for a special birthday party in August to honor these wonderful nonagenarians (90-99) and centenarians
(100-109). They have such a rich history of life lessons from which we can all learn something.

Future projects for me will be researching grief groups, healing services, involvement with the Church year
services, and anything else the Holy Spirit leads me to. I am grateful to be serving and praying for you.

Your Servant in Christ,
Deacon Daneen

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting with shut-ins, homebound,
hospitalized and bringing the Lord’s Supper and/or conversations and prayer. Thanks to Deacon Daneen
Pysz for leading this ministry. If you are interested in helping in this area, please call the office at
949-493-3414.

PRAYER - Another area Deacon Daneen will focus on is prayer ministries, such as prayer vigils, prayer hosts
(people willing to pray with people following worship), and other areas. If you have suggestions, please
speak with her. Watch the bulletin and newsletter for more details.
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SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
Summer is here and it’s my time to get things cleaned, fixed, and ready for a new
school year. My teachers are getting a much needed break to spend time with their
family and friends. We look forward to starting a new year on August 19th. We’ll
welcome back 43 wonderful, returning students and meet 24 new students who we
will build great relationships with throughout the year. Happy summer!

SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
VBS (VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL) - “SCUBA - Diving into Friendship with God”
was a great success! We had 50
children attend & many wonderful
youth & adult volunteers. Thank you
to all the volunteers and helpers! We
couldn’t have done it without you!

SUNDAY SCHOOL - We are on summer vacation until September 8, Rally Sunday. If you would like to teach,
team teach, assist with Sunday school this fall, please reach out. Stay tuned for training/informational
meeting in early September (date tbd).

NURSERY - Available for babies to preschool age during both morning worship services. The nursery is
located in the preschool classroom directly across from the elevator. Please pick up a pager when signing in
with your child. The nursery will be open during summer months.
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FELLOWSHIP/FRIENDSHIP(Congregation-wide Social and Friendship Events)

If you have questions or ideas for fellowship events, contact Susie Boland at fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

PRIMETIMERS (Seniors) - This is a group of seniors who meet for such things as fellowship, learning, service,
and more. All seniors are welcome! Questions, contact (deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org.) Their first event is
on July 26 at 7:30pm & the Primetimers will be attending the play "The Miss Magnolia Senior Citizen Beauty
Pageant" at Camino Real Playhouse, SJC. This event is currently full. Please stay tuned for the next
opportunity.

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9am in the conference room.
They will not be meeting in July, so their next meeting is on August 10.

● Upcoming Events:

○ Fall Bunco (September 6)
○ Fall Weekend Retreat at The Welk Resort (September 27-29). Sign-up at the Welcome Table.

FANTASY FOOTBALL - On Saturday, August 24, the Gloria Dei Fantasy Football draft will be held in Bankson
Hall from 8am - 5pm. This group is for returning Fantasy Football managers & also those interested in being
new managers. More details will be printed in the bulletin & at the Welcome Table as August approaches.
For more information, contact the office 949-493-3414 or Matt Dubow.

90 PLUS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION - On Sunday, August 25, after the 10am service, we will have a light
luncheon, entertainment, sing “Happy Birthday” and more to honor members who are 90 years and older
this year! You will be receiving an invitation in the mail.

OTHER FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS -

● Oktoberfest sponsored by MGD (October 5);
● Men’s Spring Training Retreat (March 7-9, 2025)

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING JULY 16 - 20, 2024 - Six of our finest will be going to New
Orleans for a week full of service and gratitude. Please support our kids on this
endeavor in their lives and keep them in your prayers. Experiencing worship with
30,000 other kids is truly a once in a lifetime experience. NOLA here we come!

SUMMER SEND OFF SR & JR HIGH AUGUST 18- Join us for one last summer party before school starts - a
pizza and pool party 12pm - 3pm. If you are interested in coming, please reach out to Paige
youth@mygloriadei.org for location.
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PICTURES OF WONDERFUL JUNE EVENTS!
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GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

“THE BIBLE YEAR” (2024 Bible reading challenge!) - This all church event meets on Thursdays at 6:30pm in
Bankson Hall, for a Bible study on the readings. We start up again on Thursday, July 18 - look for bulletin
announcements for the next start-up. Bring your Bible and join in! This is led by Pastor David.

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY - Led by David & Susan Warneke & held in the
conference room, typically on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm. We are studying The Miracle of the
Scarlet Thread by Dr. Richard Booker & we meet on July 1 and August 5. To join, contact the church office
949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S STUDY - Bible Study for all interested ladies, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday each
month at 6:30pm (Fall - Spring). Watch for information about Heart Lifters at the Welcome Table this Fall.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Every Wednesday (mid-September - May), 10am - Gloria Dei women
(and friends) meet in Knudson Hall. Study led by Pastor David or another staff person. All women are invited
to join in! This group will start again on September 11, 2024.

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:30am in Bankson Hall. This
study group is on summer break. This group begins again on Saturday, September 14. Pastor David and
others lead this study. Men volunteer to bring food (Let Pastor David know if you would like to help out.) All
men are welcome.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. The next meetings are July 15 & August 19. They are reading The Berry Pickers
by Amanda Peters followed by The Women by Kristin Hannah. If interested in the book club, contact Diane
Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at members' homes. Their next meeting is in
September. For information contact the church office.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join.
They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson Hall. They are on
summer break & will meet again in September. If you know of someone in
need of a shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - A volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano
provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members serve at
Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round. July
20 and August 17 are the next volunteer opportunities. Please join us to
help with this important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly baptized infants &
children. If interested in helping, please call the office or Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - This is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization whose mission is to
assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills. They meet in Knudson Hall on
Mondays, 10am - 12pm for formal study. Interested in volunteering, contact gloriadei@mygloriadei or
949-493-3414. Summer classes are in session until August 12. For more information, email Sharon Miller at
esldanapoint@mygloriadei.org.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY -

The children at Los Angelitos are
on summer break now &
enjoying their free time! They are
looking forward to our next visit.

Next Trip to Orphanage - On Saturday August 24, a group from Gloria Dei will be visiting the Orphanage in
Tijuana Mexico, departing Gloria Dei at 7 am for an action packed day of fellowship, great food & lots of fun
with the children of Los Angelitos. We will return to Gloria Dei arriving at around 7 pm. Look for the sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Table.

To learn more, please contact Susan or David Warneke or the church office for more details.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE (In-Person/Livestream)
6/2: 321 6/9: 314 6/16: 322 6/23: 309 6/30: TBD

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving on our website (mygloriadei.org), which allows you to
make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis. You can also make “one-time” special donations
electronically. Choose to donate from your checking account or by using your credit card, etc. Applications
are available at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your donation to
@GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the altar). Add where you
want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH ZELLE - gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. We have added ZELLE as a giving
option at Gloria Dei.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give
to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text.

SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts of
over $10,000. Thanks to these eleven families. If you would like to be a part of this fund (which goes to
reducing our mortgage), please contact Pastor David about details.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More people are requesting information about the Endowment Fund.
Call the office and speak with Pastor David for details or visit our website: www.mygloriadei.org/donate.
There, you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in your
will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Each niche holds two urns. Currently, 56 niches and 4
memorial plaques have been purchased. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please contact the
church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Blaine Johnson, Mary Lou & Denny Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gwen Layritz, Gloria Roberts,
Christina Simpson, Jerry and Sharon Grady, John Burns, Sue Swenson, and Frances McFarland.

PRAYERS OF COMFORT for Merrill Clisby and family as they mourn the passing of his wife, Carol Clisby. (The
Memorial Service for Carol will be held on Saturday, August 3, 2024, 10:30am. A reception in Bankson Hall
will take place following the service.)

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and
justice in the Middle East and Ukraine.

FOR OUR MISSIONARY - Please keep Dorcas in your prayers for strength and peace. (Dorcas will be on
home leave this fall and will be visiting Gloria Dei on Sunday, September 15. She will bring a greeting at both
morning services and a luncheon, 11:30am will take place that same day.)

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (July - September 2024), is available for pick up at the Welcome
Table on Sunday or at the church office. We also have a few copies in large print. Please call or email the
church office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org if you would like to receive it another way.

DEI-LY DUTIES
JULY/AUGUST 2024 VOLUNTEERS
Time & Talent assignments for (August 2024 - January 2025) will be distributed in
July 2024, based on the form you filled out in Fall 2023. They will be distributed
via email for most & traditional mail for those without email access. If you have
questions, call Carol Weinhardt at the office: 949-493-3414.

For other time & talent opportunities that don’t happen weekly, we will reach out
to you as needed. In addition, please watch for happenings in the bulletin or
opportunities listed at the Welcome Table.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Minister of Art and Music Michelle Lum
michellelum@mygloriadei.org
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas preschool@mygloriadei.org
Administrative Assistant Carol Weinhardt
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org
Congregational Life Director Susie Boland
fellowship@mygloriadei.org
Deacon Daneen Pysz deacondaneen@mygloriadei.org
Organist/PIanist Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
5pm Worship Leader Micaela Lum
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JULY 2024
(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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AUGUST 2024
(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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