
Glori� De� Luthera� Churc�
DEI-LY LIGHT

APRIL 2024 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

Years ago, I studied ELCA churches across the country that had amazing growth in worship attendance and
were located in zip codes of decline. One church, still the largest ELCA congregation, worships around
26,000/Sunday. One church was hard to find, down dirty roads, a country church and had grown from 20
people in worship to 120. One Hispanic ministry grew from 100 in worship to 500 in a few years. All the
churches and pastors were very generous with their time.

What did they have in common? At first glance, not much. Some were contemporary, some were traditional in
style. Some had praise bands, some had a pipe organ. Some were strictly liturgical, others changed it up each
Sunday. But despite their di�erences, I came away with a few convictions:

1) The “style” of worship or music is secondary, as long as it’s done well.
2) Preaching is critical. People have less time to make a connection, so the message time is vital.
3) Mission - Each church had their mission statements, tag lines plastered everywhere. That’s why we

came up with “Grace changes everything!” In the end, the variety of programs all flowed from a
powerful witness to the cross.

4) Evangelism/Outreach Programs - Each congregation had an intentional way of encouraging members to
invite friends to worship. From this flowed my idea of the 4dm - The Fourth Day Movement.

We just celebrated Easter and each Sunday we proclaim in our creeds - “On the third day, He rose from the
dead.” The Fourth Day Movement (4dm) is our response to Easter - sharing the world’s greatest hope.

Will you pray about that this Easter Season? Is there someone you can invite to worship? Is there someone you
knowwho needs crucified love? Is there someone who needs grace? They may thank you for life!

Gratefully yours,

Pastor David R. Mattson
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ASSISTANT MINISTER DANA BECKER
This semester I am taking my last 3 seminary classes! I’m so close to finishing my
Master of Divinity at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. I’m taking these
classes online and participating through Zoom. One of my final classes is called
Scripture and its Witnesses. In class we talk through how to integrate the
academics of seminary classes into the pews of churches. Here’s a secret: a lot of
what we’ve learned in seminary is not in the Sunday sermons or Bible studies.
This may be shocking, but that knowledge trickles down into other places of

ministry. I’m so close to graduation, and this is a good culminating class of the last four years.

Graduation is Sunday, May 26, and I’m counting down the days! My last Sunday here at Gloria Dei will be
May 12, and then the next week Darla and I will take the big journey back to Minnesota. I am in the call
process to be a pastor with the St. Paul Minnesota synod and waiting (patiently, of course) for openings or
opportunities for a good fit for me in First Call. Prayers through this process are much appreciated.

I am so grateful for this opportunity to have served here at Gloria Dei! It has been an incredible learning
experience and a joy to spend time with you all. In the next few weeks I will be emotionally reflecting on the
last two years as I look toward this time of transition. Thank you for everything!

THE BIG NEWS
THE SUNDAY AFTER EASTER is usually quiet, sleepy, a bit “underwhelming.” Not this year!

● DANIELA Y SU MARIACHI provides special music on Sunday, April 7, 2024 at both morning services
(8:30 & 10am). They will perform during the service times, but also in between on the patio (9:30am).
Invite a friend to worship with you!

● LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE VISIT - Directors, Manager, and some of the older youth will be in
worship on April 7 (morning). If you would like to help with activities that weekend, see the sign-up at
the Welcome Table.

● GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY PETTING ZOO - Gloria Dei will host a petting zoo (with sheep) on April 21
between the morning services (9:30am). Invite a friend to join in the fun and worship!

● CONFIRMATION SUNDAY (May 5, 10am): Seven young people will publicly proclaim their faith -
“affirm their baptism.” Please keep them in your prayers.

● ORDINATION OF DEACON DANEEN PYSZ will take place on May 5, 5pm. Bishop Dave Nagler will
preside. Following the service, a great time of fellowship for all ages - Cinco de “Magico” Dinner.
Watch for more details and sign-up to attend the dinner. Donations taken for meals.
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MICHELLE LUM,Minister of Arts and Outreach

A few snippets of Michelle’s MFA Exhibit at Claremont
University.

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING JULY 16 - 20, 2024 - New Orleans here we come! Open for
all incoming 9ths graders (those leaving 8th grade in 2024) and graduating seniors
(those leaving 12th grade in 2024), and everyone in between. Please reach out to
Paige at youth@mygloriadei.org for details.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES - Classes will take place following the 10am service in Bankson Hall. Lunch will be
provided.

● April 7: Class with Pastors
● April 21: Class with Pastors

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP - Mark your calendars for the ELCA Youth Fundraiser Dinner at Gloria Dei on
April 19, 6pm. This will be a Cajun style dinner served by the Youth to help them raise funds to attend the
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. Sign-up at the Welcome Table.

Upcoming:

● Mom’s Mimosa & Pancake Breakfast (May 12);
● Dad’s Rootbeer Floats (June 16)
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Young Children’s Ministry)

GOOD SHEPHERD PETTING ZOO - We will be hosting a petting zoo between the morning
services on April 21, for children of “all ages” to enjoy!

VBS (VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL) - “SCUBA - Diving into
Friendship with God” will be the week of June 17-21 from
9am-12pm. All children ages 4 (Pre-K) - 5th grade are

welcome! Sign-ups are available at www.gloriadei.org. We will also have a
sign-up for Volunteer helpers at the Welcome Table. Middle School and High
School kids are needed as helpers and volunteer hours will be signed off. Any
questions, please email Susie Boland at fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - We offer Sunday School at the 8:30am and 10am services. We welcome all children age
4 thru 5th grade. Sunday School is held during the academic school year. The last day of Sunday School
before summer vacation is May 19.

NURSERY - Available for babies to preschool age during both morning worship services. The nursery is
located in the preschool classroom directly across from the elevator. Please pick up a pager when signing in
with your child. The nursery will be open during summer months.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - Young Families & Preschool Family Concert - July 25, 10am.

FELLOWSHIP/FRIENDSHIP(Congregation-wide Social and Friendship Events)

If you have questions or ideas for fellowship events, contact Susie Boland at fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9am in the conference room.
Their next meeting is on April 13. Questions, contact Dana Becker at danabecker@mygloriadei.org.

● Upcoming Events: Women’s Tea ( June 2, 2pm)
● Fall Bunco (September 5)
● Fall Weekend Retreat at The Welk Resort (September 26-28)

YOUTH FUNDRAISER DINNER - On April 19, 6pm, please join us for a night of fellowship & delicious Cajun
style food as the youth of Gloria Dei serve you. This fundraiser is to help raise money for our Gloria Dei
Youth who will be attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans this July.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - Cinco De Magico - May 5th at 5:00pm; Church Campout - June 7-9, 2024 - O’Neill
Regional Park - come camp for the weekend or join us for the fun on Saturday. Watch for sign-ups and
details this spring.
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP
(All things related to worship, music, choirs, singing, praise, altar guild, etc.)
Sanctuary Choir - We welcome new singers and are especially in need of more
sopranos. Thursdays 7:30pm - 8:30pm. From April until our last sing on Pentecost
Sunday we will be singing songs of praise and will feature some of the choir’s
favorite hymn arrangements.

Handbell Choir - It’s time to add more bells
to the ensemble!
Note reading skills are helpful for jumping into
this ensemble. Contact Kathy for more info.
Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm. Bells will ring on Good
Shepherd Sunday and on Pentecost Sunday.

Ready to sing and ring? Contact Kathy Person: music@mygloriadei.org

Thanks to everyone who has helped to make our special concerts a success. We have amazing musicians
from every genre, from near and far, who love to come to Gloria Dei because our congregation supports the
music ministry. Coming in April: Daniela Y Su Mariachi will join us for Sunday morning worship.

Questions? Email Kathy Person: music@mygloriadei.org.

Lutheran Summer Music Academy & Festival (LSM) is a residential academy for high school musicians.
Students study with nationally recognized faculty, and are immersed in musical experiences through large
ensembles (Choir, Band and Symphony Orchestra), chamber music, private lessons, elective classes,
ongoing recitals and concerts. Students also experience a welcoming and joyful community that worships
together daily, offering musical gifts through Lutheran liturgy and hymnody. LSM 2024 takes place at
Valparaiso University in Indiana from June 30-July 28 and is open to students who have completed grades
8-12. Spots for LSM 2024 are filling fast! If you have a student or are a student who is interested, please
speak with Kathy Person, scholarships are available.

SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
He is risen; He is risen indeed. As a church, we’ve been looking for signs of hope.
I believe hope couldn’t be more clear during the Easter season.

In preschool, we teach our students about how we will live forever with Jesus. We
also teach them the Easter season is a time of new life and a way to welcome all
the wonderful signs of Spring. Easter and hope go hand-in-hand.

This month we will have our only fundraising event; Gloria Dei Preschool’s Annual Bike-a-thon. This is such a
fun event for our students and families. Our goal is to raise $5000 so we can purchase a few new bikes,
replace some outside toys and do a few repairs around campus. All are welcome to come cheer on our
students on Monday, April 15th!
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BOWER’S
MUSEUM

MEN’S SPRING TRAINING RETREAT

WOMEN’S
RETREAT
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GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

“THE BIBLE YEAR” (2024 Bible reading challenge!) - This all church event meets on Thursdays at 6:30pm in
Bankson Hall, for a Bible study on the readings. Bring your Bible and join in! This is led by Pastor David. This
group will meet on April 4.

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY - Led by David & Susan Warneke & held in the
conference room, on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm. We are studying The Miracle of the Scarlet
Thread by Dr. Richard Booker & we meet on April 1. To join, contact the church office 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S STUDY - Bible Study for all interested ladies, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday/month at
6:30pm. It is a social and informative gathering. They meet on April 9 & 23 at Ann St. Martin’s home. They are
studying A Life Beyond Amazing by Dr. David Jeremiah. Carpool from Church. Contact: Ann St. Martin or
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (949-493-3414) for details.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Every Wednesday (mid-September - May), 10am - Gloria Dei women
(and friends) meet in Knudson Hall. Study led by Pastor David or Assistant Minister Dana Becker. All women
are invited to join in!

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:30am in Bankson Hall. Their
next meeting is April 13. Please let Pastor David know if you plan to attend and there will be a place set for
you. All men are welcome.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. The next meeting is April 15 & they are reading The Last Green Valley by Mark
T. Sullivan. If interested in the book club, contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at members' homes. Their next meeting is
April 30. For information contact the church office.

UPCOMING LEARNING OPPORTUNITY with Dr. Melody Bacon, on three consecutive Wednesdays
beginning June 12. This will be a great summer study on mysticism, deepening your prayer life, and other
lesser known methods. Details coming soon.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. Their next meeting is April 6. If you know of someone in need of a
shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - A volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano
provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members serve at
Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round. April
20 is the next volunteer opportunity. Please join us to help with this
important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly baptized infants &
children. If interested in helping, please call the office or Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - This is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization whose mission is to
assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills. They meet on Mondays, 10am - 12pm
for formal study. On Thursdays, 1pm - 3pm, they will meet for informal game fun. Both meetings are in Knudson
Hall. Interested in volunteering, contact gloriadei@mygloriadei or 949-493-3414. For more information,
email Sharon Miller at esldanapoint@mygloriadei.org.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - Three teens from Los Angelitos are coming to visit us the
weekend after Easter; Friday April 5th through Sunday April 7th! They are siblings and are so excited to visit.
We want to welcome them, show them a great time and share the love of Christ with them. Please join us
for any/all of the events! Here is the schedule & you can sign up to join any event at the Welcome Table.

Friday, April 5, 2024
● 1 - 3pm: Arrive Dana Point - Meet at Gloria Dei Church - unpack at Dickinson's house
● 5pm - 7pm Pizza Dinner at BallPark Pizza - 31654 Rancho Viejo Rd, San Juan Capistrano
● 8pm - 10pm Bowling at Saddleback Lanes - 25402 Marguerite Pkwy, Mission Viejo

Saturday April 6, 2024
● 9am - 10am Dana Harbor Walk - 34555 Street Of The Golden Lantern, Dana Point
● 10am - 12:30pm Whale Watching - Ocean Institute 24200 Dana Point Harbor Dr. D.P.
● 1pm Lunch at Ruby's Diner - 101 W Avenida Vista Hermosa Ste 600, San Clemente
● 2:30 - 5:00 pm Shopping at the Outlets at San Clemente - 101 W Avenida Vista Hermosa
● 6pm Dinner Out at The Little Kitchen Asian Café - 24831 Del Prado, Dana Point

Sunday April 7, 2024
● 8:15am - 11 am Worship at Gloria Dei Church - 33502 StoneHill Drive, Dana Point
● 12pm Lunch at In-N-Out Burger - 28782 Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano

Please contact Susan or David Warneke or the church office for more details.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE (In-Person/Livestream)
3/3: 314 3/6: 67 3/10: 350 3/13: 56 3/17: 298 3/20: 53 3/24: 381 3/31: TBD

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving on our website (mygloriadei.org), which allows you to
make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis. You can also make “one-time” special donations
electronically. Choose to donate from your checking account or by using your credit card, etc. Applications
are available at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your donation to
@GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the altar). Add where you
want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give
to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH ZELLE - gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. We have added ZELLE as a giving
option at Gloria Dei.

SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts
during the Gen2Gen of over $10,000. Thanks to these eleven families. If you would like to be a part of this
fund (which reduces our mortgage), please contact Pastor David about details.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More and more people are requesting information about the
Endowment Fund. Call the church office and speak with Pastor David for details or visit our website:
www.mygloriadei.org/donate. There, you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you
considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please
consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Each niche holds two urns. Currently, 56 niches and 4
memorial plaques have been purchased. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please contact the
church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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THANKS
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)

Thank you to all the folks who donated filled Easter
Eggs for the Egg-stravaganza Easter Egg Hunt on Easter
Sunday! Great fun was had by all who participated &
watched.

“Thanks be to God!” for Palm Sunday & Alice leading the way into the sanctuary!

Congratulations to our Gloria Dei crew who did their First Communion!

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting with shut-ins, homebound,
hospitalized and bringing the Lord’s Supper and/or conversations and prayer. Thanks to Assistant Minister
Dana Becker and Daneen Pysz for leading this ministry. If you are interested in helping in this area, please
call the office at 949-493-3414.
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Blaine Johnson, Mary Lou & Denny Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gwen Layritz, Gloria Roberts,
Christina Simpson, Jerry and Sharon Grady, Barbara Keim, John Burns, Carol Clisby, Paul Dubow, and
Frances McFarland.

PRAYERS OF COMFORT for Betty Scroggin and her family as they mourn the passing of Don Scroggin.

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and
justice in the Middle East and Ukraine.

FOR OUR MISSIONARY - Please keep Dorcas in your prayers for strength and peace.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (April - June 2024), is available for pick up at the Welcome Table
on Sunday or at the church office. If you would like to pick one up or have one mailed to you, please call or
email the church office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org).

DEI-LY DUTIES
APRIL 2024 VOLUNTEERS
New Time & Talent assignments for (February - July, 2024) were sent out January
12, primarily via email & also by mail, to those without an email. If you expected
to get a volunteer assignment & didn’t receive an email or letter regarding this,
call Carol Weinhardt at the office: 949-493-3414.

For other time & talent opportunities that don’t happen weekly, we will reach out
to you as needed. In addition, please watch for happenings in the bulletin or
opportunities listed at the Welcome Table.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Assistant Minister Dana Becker danabecker@mygloriadei.org
Administrative Assistant Carol Weinhardt
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas preschool@mygloriadei.org
Minister of Arts and Outreach Michelle Lum
michellelum@mygloriadei.org
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org
Congregational Life Director Susie Boland
fellowship@mygloriadei.org
Music Director Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
Organist/PIanist Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
5pm Worship Leader Micaela Lum
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APRIL 2024

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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