
Glori� De� Luthera� Churc�
DEI-LY LIGHT

MARCH 2024 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

March will be historic at Gloria Dei and in my opinion, beautiful. Here are a few happenings of note:
● Men’s Spring Training Retreat (March 1-3)
● Congregational Meeting to Call Deacon Daneen Pysz (March 10)
● Women’s One Day Retreat (March 16)
● Holy Week begins (March 24)
● Resurrection Sunday/Easter (March 31)

Daneen Pysz, who currently heads up our Eucharistic Visitation Ministry with Dana Becker has finished all her
coursework related to becoming a Deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The council has voted
unanimously to call a congregational meeting on Sunday, March 10, immediately following the 10am service.
This would be a part-time position and Daneen would be working in the areas of visitation, prayer, primetimers
(seniors), and grief and support groups. After approval, she will need to be ordained as a servant in “Word and
Service” and that will be coordinated with Bishop Dave Nagler.

What’s historic about this? Gloria Dei has never had a Deacon and this is a wonderful opportunity. For those
who know Daneen, she is creative, passionate, kind, and faithful. Please join us for this important meeting and
watch for more details related to her job description.

She will help us communicate powerfully - Grace changes everything!

Gratefully yours,

Pastor David R. Mattson

P.S. My thanks to all the people who have been providing soup for our Lenten services! Join us on
Wednesdays, 6pm for soup and worship at 6:30pm.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER DANA BECKER
I am excited this month for our Women’s Retreat Day on March 16! Our speaker
is a friend from Minnesota and Co-Director of 40 Orchards non-profit. The
organization teaches scripture and Enneagram classes for churches, businesses,
and other groups around the country.

On the day of the retreat, Stephanie Spencer will lead our group in meditative,
spiritual, and scripture circles with discussion and contemplation. It will focus on
faith formation, but we’ll join together for some fun fellowship and lunch too!

I hope this day is a restful and reflective time to connect with a spiritual journey and each other in
community!

All women are welcome. Bring a friend! $50/person
Marina Hills Clubhouse

THE BIG NEWS
HOLY WEEK 2024
PALM SUNDAY (March 24, 8:30 & 10am)

● Procession with Palms and Donkey
● First Communion, Wonderful Music

MAUNDY THURSDAY (March 28, 7pm)

● Meditation influenced by the mystics
● Guided prayer & Scripture study
● Holy Communion

GOOD FRIDAY (March 29, noon and 7pm)

● Tenebrae (Darkening) Service
● Nailing Prayer Concerns to a Cross
● Quiet and Powerful Service!

HOLY SATURDAY (March 30, 10am)

● Baptisms (Adults/Older Youth)
● Renewal of Baptism Service.
● Outside by the Baptismal Font

RESURRECTION-EASTER SUNDAY (March 31, 6:30am, 8:30am, 10am)

● Holy Communion at 6:30am and 10am
● Eggstravaganza - Egg hunt for children at 9:30am
● Brass, Choirs, Festive Worship
● Special Refreshments
● Hopeful Message!
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MICHELLE LUM,Minister of Arts and Outreach
This month is full of art happenings. You’re invited to check
them out!

Hope Photos
The art ministry is collecting “hope photos” for Easter this
year. You’re invited to join in! The prompt is simply to take a
photo that answers this question: “Where do you see
hope?” We will collect the photos through a form (QR code
here is also available at the welcome table) and display
them during the Easter season. You are welcome to submit

as many photos as you’d like!

March Art Gathering
For this month’s art gathering I will be giving an artist talk. If you ever wondered why we make the kind of art
we do, come and find out! This talk is paired with my upcoming thesis exhibition. We will meet in the
sanctuary on March 8th at 6:30pm.

Thesis Exhibition
You are cordially invited to As I Wander, my MFA Thesis Exhibition at Claremont Graduate University. The
opening reception is Tuesday, March 19 from 5-7pm (school’s address and carpool information on the
welcome table) and the show will be up from March 18-22.

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING JULY 16 - 20, 2024 - New Orleans here we come! Open for
all incoming 9ths graders (those leaving 8th grade in 2024) and graduating seniors
(those leaving 12th grade in 2024), and everyone in between. Please reach out to
Paige at youth@mygloriadei.org for details.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES - Classes will take place following the 10am service in Bankson Hall. Lunch will be
provided.

● March 3: Class with Pastors
● March 17: Class with Pastors

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP - Mark your calendars for the ELCA Youth Fundraiser Dinner at Gloria Dei on
April 19, 2024. This will be a dinner served by the Youth to help them raise funds to attend the National
Youth Gathering in New Orleans.

Upcoming: Mom’s Mimosa & Pancake Breakfast (May 12); Dad’s Rootbeer Floats (June 16)

3

mailto:youth@mygloriadei.org


SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Young Children’s Ministry)

FIRST COMMUNION - FYI - For those children who are interested in First Communion
Instruction, it is offered during the Season of Lent. Sign-up at the Welcome Table.
Questions, speak with Pastor David. The three classes are held at 5:15pm - 6:00pm
(before soup suppers) on Wednesdays, February 28, March 6 & March 13.

EGGSTRAVAGANZA - Easter Sunday, March 31st. Easter Egg Hunt out in the labyrinth at
9:30am. We are in need of candy filled plastic eggs to hide for the Egg Hunt. Please bring them to the
church office or leave them in the large basket by the Welcome Table.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - We offer Sunday School at the 8:30am and 10am services. We welcome all children age
4 thru 5th grade. Sunday School is held during the academic school year.

NURSERY - Available for babies to preschool age during both morning worship services. The nursery is
located in the preschool classroom directly across from the elevator. Please pick up a pager when signing in
with your child.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Good Shepherd Sunday Petting Zoo on April 21; Vacation Bible School is
scheduled for Monday - Friday, June 17-21, 2024, 9am - noon.

FELLOWSHIP/FRIENDSHIP(Congregation-wide Social and Friendship Events)
If you have questions or ideas for fellowship events, contact Susie Boland at fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

MEN’S SPRING TRAINING RETREAT - Men’s Spring Training Retreat takes place in Tempe, AZ (March 1-3).

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of
the month at 9am in the conference room. Their next meeting is on
March 9. Questions, contact Dana Becker at
danabecker@mygloriadei.org.

Upcoming Events: Women’s Tea ( June 2)

WOMEN’S ONE DAY RETREAT - Join us March 16, 2024 at Marina
Hills Clubhouse for a day of spiritual enrichment and fellowship.
Our speaker is Stephanie Spencer from 40 Orchards in Minnesota.
She’ll lead us through scripture circles around grace and
wholeness. All women are welcome. 9am-4pm.

LENT SOUP SUPPERS - We will continue our Lent Soup Suppers
on Wednesdays, at 6pm. Thank you to the Women’s Group for hosting our first one! We also appreciate all
the individuals who share their soup on Wednesdays during Lent. Thanks also to MGD, Men of Gloria Dei
who will host soup supper on March 20. Soup supper sign-ups for the other dates are at the Welcome Table.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - Church Campout - June 7-9, 2024 - O’Neill Regional Park - come camp for the
weekend or join us for the fun on Saturday. Watch for sign-ups and details this spring.
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP
(All things related to worship, music, choirs, singing, praise, altar guild, etc.)

Sanctuary Choir - We welcome new singers and are especially in need of more
sopranos. Thursdays 7:30pm - 8:30pm. We have some beautiful new music to learn
for Lent and Holy Week. And of course we’re looking forward to Easter Sunday, with
choir, brass, percussion, and celebration! If you have been enjoying singing in our
Wednesday Evening Lenten Services, keep the song going. Join us on Thursday

nights and Sunday mornings.

Handbell Choir - It’s time to add more bells to the ensemble!
Note reading skills are helpful for jumping into this ensemble. Contact Kathy for more info. Thursdays
6:30-7:30pm. Bells will ring on March 3rd with
the tune “Simple Gifts.” We’ll also be there on
Easter Sunday ringing our praise and
hallelujahs with the congregation. Even more
tunes to come in April and May.

Fred Johnson and Micaela Lum lead us on
piano and organ throughout Lent and Easter. Thanks for all the beauty!

Ready to sing and ring? Contact Kathy Person: music@mygloriadei.org

Thanks to everyone who has helped to make our special concerts a success. We have amazing musicians
from every genre, from near and far, who love to come to Gloria Dei because our congregation supports
the music ministry. Coming in April: Daniela Y Su Mariachi will join us for Sunday morning worship.

Questions? Email Kathy Person: music@mygloriadei.org.

LENT 2024 (The Great Lutheran Bake Off - John 6)

SEASON OF LENT began with Ash Wednesday on February 14 and is currently in full swing. The theme for
Lent is based on John 6, bread for the Journey, as we follow Jesus to the cross and then on to the empty
tomb.

SOUP SUPPERS FOR LENT - Sign up to provide a soup. Every Wednesday soup is served from 6pm-6:30pm
before worship. Join in! Thanks for providing soup.

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION has started for young children in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays at
5:15pm. Our next two meetings are on March 6, & March 13. Sign-up. Child and a parent need to attend.

HOLY WEEK 2024
● Palm Sunday, March 24 (Procession with Palms and a donkey; First Communion)
● Maundy Thursday, March 28
● Good Friday, March 29 (Tenebrae - 7 Last Words. Noon & 7pm)
● Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil - March 30, 10am, Baptisms and Renewal of Baptism
● Easter - Resurrection Sunday, March 31 (6:30am-outside; 8:30am, 10am)
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SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
March is one of the longer months of the school year and one of our favorite
months. We will have a week of celebrating Dr. Seuss with fun dress up days. In
March we will be having a Pancake Breakfast for our dads and their preschooler,
and a Mommy & Me breakfast to thank our parents for sharing their child with
us. We will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with lots of mischievous shenanigans
around school. Lastly we will celebrate the Easter season by coloring eggs, having
an Easter Egg Hunt & learning about the resurrection with “resurrection eggs”.

We will have a Quality Star OC visit this month to rate teachers’ classroom content and conversations. These
visits provide valuable feedback which allow us to be a truly high quality program.

“We are all a little weird and life’s a little weird, and when we find someone whose weirdness is compatible with
ours, we join up with them and fall in mutual weirdness and call it love.” ~Dr. Seuss

WELCOME TO OUR NEWMEMBERS!

Bill & Teri Abrams

Clayton, Michelle &Emmaline Dietrich

Kim, Steve, Kennedy & Micah
Merchant

AnnMarie & Mitchell Thomas Pat & Pam Thomas Tom & Mary Whitman
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GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

“THE BIBLE YEAR” (2024 Bible reading challenge!) - This all church event meets on Thursdays at 6:30pm in
Bankson Hall, for a Bible study on the readings. Bring your Bible and join in! This is led by Pastor David. (This
group will take a break for Lent and return after Easter.)

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY - Led by David & Susan Warneke & held in the
conference room, on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm. We are studying Habakkuk from the Old
Testament & we meet on March 4. To join, contact the church office 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S STUDY - Bible Study for all interested ladies, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday/month at
6:30pm. It is a social and informative gathering. They meet on March 12 & 26 at Donna Combe’s home. They
are studying A Life Beyond Amazing by Dr. David Jeremiah. Carpool from Church. Contact: Ann St. Martin or
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (949-493-3414) for details.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Every Wednesday (mid-September - May), 10am - Gloria Dei women
(and friends) meet in Knudson Hall. Study led by Pastor David or Assistant Minister Dana Becker. All women
are invited to join in!

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:30am in Bankson Hall. They
will not be meeting in March, so their next meeting is April 13. Please let Pastor David know if you plan to attend
and there will be a place set for you. All men are welcome.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. The next meeting is March 18 & they are reading Symphony of Secrets by
Brendan Slocumb. If interested in the book club, contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at members' homes. Their next meeting is
March 26. For information contact the church office.

UPCOMING LEARNING OPPORTUNITY with Dr. Melody Bacon, on three consecutive Wednesdays
beginning June 12. This will be a great summer study on mysticism, deepening your prayer life, and other
lesser known methods. Details coming soon.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. Their next meeting is March 2. If you know of someone in need of a
shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - A volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano
provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members serve at
Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round.
March 16 is the next volunteer opportunity. Please join us to help with this
important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly baptized infants &
children. If interested in helping, please call the office or Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - This is an all-volunteer, nonprofit
organization whose mission is to assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills.
They meet on Mondays, 10am - 12pm for formal study. On Thursdays, 1pm - 3pm, they will meet for informal
game fun. Both meetings are in Knudson Hall. Interested in volunteering, contact gloriadei@mygloriadei or
949-493-3414. For more information, email Sharon Miller at esldanapoint@mygloriadei.org.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - Three teens from Los Angelitos are coming to visit us the
weekend after Easter; Friday April 5th through Sunday April 7th! They are siblings and are so excited to visit.
They will arrive Friday midday and depart on Sunday afternoon.

We want to welcome them, show them a great time and share the love of Christ with them.

We are looking for people to be leaders in the following ways:

● Host - The Dickinson family has offered to host the siblings.
● Sponsors
● Chaperones
● Transportation
● Activities - Ren Higgins is coordinating whale watching Saturday morning. More activities are needed.
● Snacks & Meals
● Participation
● Ideas

Please contact Susan or David Warneke or the church office for more details.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting with shut-ins, homebound,
hospitalized and bringing the Lord’s Supper and/or conversations and prayer. Thanks to Assistant Minister
Dana Becker and Daneen Pysz for leading this ministry. If you are interested in helping in this area, please
call the office at 949-493-3414.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE (In-Person/Livestream)
2/4: 301 2/11: 377 2/14: 148 2/18: 352 2/21: 55 2/25: TBD

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving on our website (mygloriadei.org), which allows you to
make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis. You can also make “one-time” special donations
electronically. Choose to donate from your checking account or by using your credit card, etc. Applications
are available at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your
donation to @GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the
altar). Add where you want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you
want to give to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a
return text.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH ZELLE - gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. We have added ZELLE as a giving
option at Gloria Dei.

SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts
during the Gen2Gen of over $10,000. Thanks to these eleven families. If you would like to be a part of this
fund (which reduces our mortgage), please contact Pastor David about details.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More and more people are requesting information about the
Endowment Fund. Call the church office and speak with Pastor David for details or visit our website:
www.mygloriadei.org/donate. There, you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you
considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please
consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Each niche holds two urns. Currently, 56 niches and 4
memorial plaques have been purchased. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please contact the
church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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THANKS
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)

Dear Kathy,

Thank you so much for having us play at your
beautiful church! We loved playing for such a
welcoming audience and on such a great piano!
We would love to do something again together in
the future if it can work out.

Many thanks again for everything and we wish you
all the best,

Stephanie and Paolo

Thank you to all our members & friends who have picked up Lenten Boxes & are giving to
Lutheran World Hunger during Lent. We appreciate all Luther World Hunger Donations,
whether they come via the traditional collection of coins or via check or electronic
donation. Please return your boxes by Palm Sunday, March 24.

Thank you to Gloria Dei’s Youth & Youth Director Paige Gulck
for creating & sending beautiful Valentines cards for many of
our members who are no longer able to attend church.

Many thanks to our Preschool Choir for singing
“Absolutely Nothing” during Sunday worship last
month.
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Blaine Johnson, Mary Lou & Denny Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gwen Layritz, Gloria Roberts,
Christina Simpson, Jerry and Sharon Grady, Barbara Keim, John Burns, Carol Clisby, Paul Dubow, Frances
McFarland, and Don Scroggin.

PRAYERS OF COMFORT for the Asis family as they mourn the passing Lucille Asis, Christian’s grandma. We
also pray for the Higgins family as they mourn the passing of Ren’s father.

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and
justice in the Middle East and Ukraine.

FOR OUR MISSIONARY - Please keep Dorcas in your prayers for strength and peace.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (April - June 2024), is available for pick up at the Welcome Table
on Sunday or at the church office. If you would like to pick one up or have one mailed to you, please call or
email the church office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org).

DEI-LY DUTIES
MARCH 2024 VOLUNTEERS

New Time & Talent assignments for (February - July, 2024) were sent out January
12, primarily via email & also by mail, to those without an email. If you expected
to get a volunteer assignment & didn’t receive an email or letter regarding this,
call Carol Weinhardt at the office: 949-493-3414.

For other time & talent opportunities that don’t happen weekly, we will reach out
to you as needed. In addition, please watch for happenings in the bulletin or
opportunities listed at the Welcome Table.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Seminary Intern Dana Becker danabecker@mygloriadei.org
Administrative Assistant Carol Weinhardt
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas
preschool@mygloriadei.org
Minister of Arts and Outreach Michelle Lum
michellelum@mygloriadei.org
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org
Congregational Life Director Susie Boland
fellowship@mygloriadei.org
Music Director Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
Organist/PIanist Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
5pm Worship Leader Micaela Lum
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MARCH 2024

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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