
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
DEI-LY LIGHT

FEBRUARY 2024 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

In John’s Gospel, Philip invites a cynical Nathanael to “come and see” - no long debate, no long argument about
theology, just “come and see.” And then Nathanael encounters Jesus and discovers: Grace changes everything!

On February 4, we will have our annual meeting/aloha luncheon. Everyone’s invited for a great meal (donation)
and members will also vote on a new council. All the budgets, business… is so that we can say, “come and see.”
Here’s a bit of what I’ll be reporting on regarding plans 2024:

● Future Planning: The new council will be arranging a Planning Team to dream about the future; Staffing:
We will be in transition (aren’t we always!). Our 2024 budget reflects those realities and the bringing on
of “soon to be” Deacon Daneen Pysz and more; Building Repair: Replace the main monument sign,
repair staff bathroom…; Worship/Arts: We owe much to our Music Director Kathy Person and
leadership. We hope to build on that this coming year. And in this area,Michelle Lum has provided new
avenues for people to plug in and “come and see.”; Gen2Gen: In the spring, we think about passing on the
faith to the next generation - Cinco deMagico! I’ll be thanking our wonderful staff and volunteers!

This summer is my 24th year leading Gloria Dei! It’s an honor to work with you to say “come and see.”

Gratefully yours,

Pastor David R. Mattson

P.S. My thanks to Carol Weinhardt for her great work - between extra Christmas services, new members,
annual reports, time & talent - this is a busy time and she does things with good grace.

P.P.S. Ash Wednesday is Valentine’s Day - How does that happen?! But I think it’s perfect - ash in the sign
of the cross is a much better symbol of love - real, hardy, unending love - than a candy heart. “Come and see!”
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MICHELLE LUM,Minister of Arts and Outreach
Have you heard of the 10,000 hour rule? They say you can master any skill if you work
at it for 10,000 hours. I don’t know if that’s entirely true, but I appreciate the
sentiment: if you want to be good at something, you have to put in the time. It’s not
enough to just wish for it, or even to try it out a couple of times. It takes discipline and
practice. Ask any good musician and they’ll recount the hours they spent in practice
rooms. At my school, one of the most common suggestions you hear from professors
is to “get to work.”

Our spiritual life isn’t a “skill,” but the same sentiment applies here too. If you want
your spiritual life to grow and thrive, it will take work. What kind of work? The same kind you put into any
relationship, getting to know God more, spending time with Him, talking to Him and hearing God talk to you.
As we enter Lent, a season of preparation, what can you do to nurture your spiritual life? Some ideas to get
the juices running: pick a scripture to read everyday, schedule a time to pray daily, memorize a few verses,
or join a Bible study. I pray that this Lenten season you find yourself even closer to God than before. And as
my professors say: get to work!

Gloria Dei Art Ministry

● February Gathering - Our next monthly gathering is February 9th at 6:30pm. We are continuing our
Art 101 series with a look at composition, particularly as it pertains to photography.

THE BIG NEWS
THANKS to the following people for putting their names forward as new
nominees for 2024 church council:

● Scott Neiderhiser (At-large council member)
● Zac Welin (Financial Secretary)
● Susan Warneke (At-large council member)

The nominees for the 2024 officers:

● Christian Asis (President)
● Lora Schultz (V.P.)
● Dianne Scott (Secretary)
● Shelly Higgins (Treasurer)

The entire Council will be introduced, elected, and thanked at the Annual Meeting on February 4.

ANNUAL MEETING & ALOHA LUNCHEON (February 4) - A celebration of ministry, a recognition of council
members who will be leaving leadership (Matt Dubow, Mark Schroeder, Katherine Dickinson), the
introduction of new council members, and report on the “state of the church”, plus great Hawaiian food!

MEMBERSHIP AT GLORIA DEI - Please welcome our newest members at Gloria Dei:
Bill & Teri Abrams
Clayton, Michelle & Emmaline Dietrich
Sean Kelly; Natalie, Isabelle, Grace & Aria Hribar-Kelly
Steven, Kim, Micah & Kennedy Merchant
AnnMarie & Mitchell Thomas
Pam & Patrick Thomas
Mary & Tom Whitman

Their pictures will be in the next newsletter & displayed in the sanctuary by the Welcome Table.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER DANA BECKER
The Lenten Season starts early this year, with Ash Wednesday on Valentine’s Day.
In our faith journeys, Lent offers us an opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice
Jesus made for us on the cross. For 40 days, from Ash Wednesday to Easter,
Christians will give up something in their lives, add something, or focus on a
spiritual practice.

This Lent, I am also in a seminary class about the Christian Mystics. Their work
teaches and leads us to the embodiment of Christ, using practices and habits

that reveal Christ in impactful ways. This Lent, I am choosing to focus on prayer. Like some mystics I am
learning about, I hope to embody prayer in ways that go beyond words, such as movement, art, and
meditation. I hope to share more from my class throughout this season.

The other defining factor of the Lent season is every Lutheran’s favorite: food. Our times of fellowship and
worship during Wednesday night soup suppers are fun and relaxing! Come join us throughout the 40 days.

Events in the New Year:

● Women’s One Day Retreat - March 16

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING JULY 16 - 20, 2024 - New Orleans here we come! Open for
all incoming 9ths graders (those leaving 8th grade in 2024) and graduating seniors
(those leaving 12th grade in 2024), and everyone in between. Please reach out to
Paige at youth@mygloriadei.org for details.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES - Classes will take place following the 10am service in Bankson Hall. Lunch will be
provided.

● February 4: Valentine card making for the shut-ins in Knudson Hall
● March 3: Class with Pastors
● March 17: Class with Pastors
● March 24: Pancake Breakfast helpers - arrive at the church kitchen at 9am

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP - February 17, 8:30 a.m., Serra’s Pantry - There is no better way to spread
Jesus’ love than helping others in need. Join us for the morning at Serra’s Pantry. Families are welcome.
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Young Children’s Ministry)

FIRST COMMUNION - FYI - For those children who are interested in First Communion
Instruction, it is offered during the Season of Lent. Sign-up at the Welcome Table.
Questions, speak with Pastor David. The three classes will be held at 5:15pm - 6:00pm
(before soup suppers) on Wednesdays, February 28, March 6 & March 13.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - We offer Sunday School at the 8:30am and 10am services. We
welcome all children age 4 thru 5th grade. Sunday School is held during the academic school year.

NURSERY - Available for babies to preschool age during both morning worship services. The nursery is
located in the preschool classroom directly across from the elevator. Please pick up a pager when signing in
with your child.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Eggstravaganza - Easter Sunday, March 31; Petting Zoo on Good Shepherd
Sunday, April 21; Vacation Bible School is scheduled for Monday - Friday, July 8-12, 2024, 9am - noon.

FELLOWSHIP/FRIENDSHIP(Congregation-wide Social and Friendship Events)
If you have questions or ideas for fellowship events, contact Susie Boland at fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

MEN’S SPRING TRAINING RETREAT registration/sign-up
is at the Welcome Table. This is a very popular event and
fills up fast. Men’s Spring Training Retreat takes place in
Tempe, AZ (March 1-3). Questions, speak with Pastor
David. A brief meeting for all attending takes place on
Sunday, February 11, 9:30am.

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9am. They meet on February
10 at 9am in the Conference Room. Questions, contact Dana Becker at danabecker@mygloriadei.org.
Upcoming Events:

● BOWERS MUSEUM TOUR - All women are welcome on February 17,
11am. Cost - $17 general or $15 for seniors. Sign-up & pay at the
Welcome Table. Carpool? Meet at the church at 10am.

● WOMEN’S ONE DAY RETREAT - Join us March 16, 2024 at Marina Hills
Clubhouse for a day of spiritual enrichment and fellowship. Our speaker
is Stephanie Spencer from 40 Orchards in Minnesota. She’ll lead us
through scripture circles around grace and wholeness. All women are
welcome. 9am-4pm.

ANNUAL MEETING & ALOHA LUNCHEON (February 4) - A celebration of ministry, a recognition of council
members who will be leaving leadership, the introduction of new council members, and a report on the
“state of the church”, plus we will be serving great Hawaiian food!

LENT SOUP SUPPERS - We will begin our Lent Soup Suppers on Wednesday, February 14, 2024 at 6pm.
Thank you to the Women’s Group for hosting our first one! Thanks also to MGD, Men of Gloria Dei who will
host soup supper on March 20. Soup supper sign-ups for the other dates are at the Welcome Table.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - Church Campout - June 7-9, 2024 - O’Neill Regional Park - come camp for the
weekend or join us for the fun on Saturday. Watch for sign-ups and details this spring.
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP
(All things related to worship, music, choirs, singing, praise, altar guild, etc.)

Sanctuary Choir - We welcome new singers and are especially needing more
sopranos. Thursdays 7:30pm - 8:30pm. Thanks to our newest members Bill Abrams,
Jeanne Mills, and Brian Worek, in addition to returning members Jim Bankson,
Laurene Holmes-Hylton, Gia Overton, Robert Schultz, and our confirmation
members Elliot Don, Elijah Don, Jenna Hallowell, and Emma Person for adding to the

chorus of praise and thanksgiving! Keep going, everyone, and bring more friends with you.

If you haven’t met our new section leaders Andy Degan (tenor) and Harrison Michael (bass) be sure to say
hello.

Handbell Choir - It’s time to add more bells to the ensemble!
Note reading skills are helpful for jumping into this ensemble. Contact Kathy for more info. Thursdays
6:30-7:30pm. We have some larger scale
pieces to perform for Lent, Easter, and
Pentecost that require more people. This is a
great time to join!

Ready to sing and ring? Contact Kathy Person
music@mygloriadei.org

Even more music is on the way. I’m looking forward to our special musical events like Jazz Piano Duo
Stephanie Trick and Paolo Alderighi February 12, Billy Steele leading us in song Sunday morning
February 25, Mariachi music, Steve Wade on trumpet for Easter, gorgeous new choral music, challenging
handbell solos, instrumental and vocal solos from our amazing Gloria Dei musicians, and our always
inspiring Fred Johnson andMicaela Lum who lead us every Sunday on piano and organ.

Questions? Email Kathy Person: music@mygloriadei.org.

LENT 2024 (The Great Lutheran Bake Off - John 6)

SEASON OF LENT begins with Ash Wednesday, February 14. Three
opportunities for The Imposition of Ashes, 8-9am (drive thru-upper
circle); noon worship - Sanctuary, 7pm worship in Bankson Hall (Soup
suppers begin that night, 6pm). The theme for Lent will be based on
John 6, bread for the Journey as we follow Jesus to the cross and then
on to the empty tomb.

SOUP SUPPERS FOR LENT - begin February 14. Sign-up to provide a
soup. Every Wednesday soup is served from 6pm-6:30pm before worship. Join in! Thanks for providing soup.

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION begins for young children in the Sanctuary on three Wednesdays:
February 28, March 6, & March 13 at 5:15pm. Sign-up. Child and a parent need to attend.

5

mailto:music@mygloriadei.org
mailto:music@mygloriadei.org


SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
February marks the month the preschool will hold 2024-2025 registration.
Church families and families returning to the preschool will have priority.
Registration is February 1st to 15th. If you have a child or grandchild you want to
register, now is the time to contact the preschool office at 949-493-3414

Our teachers have done a series of training sessions, including active shooter
training by church member Larry Fettis. In March we will be renewing our CPR &

First Aid certification, which will complete our teacher training for the year.

The students will celebrate Valentine’s Day and continue activities which will assist them in meeting their
developmental milestones. Our PreK class will learn a little about Ash Wednesday and will receive the
imposition of ashes. Although they may not understand the deeper meaning of this, they know it’s a special
ceremony.

“Kindness, compassion and gentleness are the effortless attributes of love.” ~Harold W. Becker

DECEMBER INTO JANUARY
Thanks to all Arts & Ministry
Volunteers who helped
prepare & install the “Lights
of the World” Arts Ministry
Project.

Thanks to Youth Director Paige Gulck and our confirmation students for assembling homeless hygiene kits!
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GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

“THE BIBLE YEAR” (2024 Bible reading challenge!) - This all church event meets on Thursdays at 6:30pm in
Bankson Hall, for a Bible study on the readings. Bring your Bible and join in! This is led by Pastor David. (This
group will take a break for Lent and return after Easter.)

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY - Led by David & Susan Warneke & held in the
conference room, on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm. We are studying Habakkuk from the Old
Testament & we meet on February 5. To join, contact the church office 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S STUDY - Bible Study for all interested ladies, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday/month at
6:30pm. It is a social and informative gathering. They meet on February 13 & 27 at Ann St. Martin’s home. They
are studying A Life Beyond Amazing by Dr. David Jeremiah. Carpool from Church. Contact: Ann St. Martin or
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (949-493-3414) for details.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Every Wednesday (mid-September - May), 10am - Gloria Dei women
(and friends) meet in Knudson Hall. Study led by Pastor David or Assistant Minister Dana Becker. All women
are invited to join in!

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:30am in Bankson Hall. Their
next meeting is February 10. Please let Pastor David know if you plan to attend and there will be a place set
for you. All men are welcome.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. The next meeting is January 15 & they are reading Lady Tan’s Circle of Women
by Lisa See. If interested in the book club, contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at members' homes. Their next meeting is
February 27. For information contact the church office.

UPCOMING LEARNING OPPORTUNITY with Dr. Melody Bacon, 3 consecutive Wednesdays beginning June
12 - a great summer study on mysticism, deepening your prayer life, and other lesser known methods.
Details coming soon.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. Their next meeting is February 3. If you know of someone in need of a
shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - A volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano
provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members serve at
Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round.
February 17 is the next volunteer opportunity. Please join us to help with
this important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly baptized infants &
children. If interested in helping, please call the office or Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - This is an all-volunteer, nonprofit
organization whose mission is to assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills.
They meet on Mondays, 10am - 12pm for formal study. On Thursdays, 1pm - 3pm, they will meet for informal
game fun. Both meetings are in Knudson Hall. Interested in volunteering, contact gloriadei@mygloriadei or
949-493-3414. For more information, email Sharon Miller at esldanapoint@mygloriadei.org.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - Many people ask themselves; “Shall I join a Los Angelitos trip?”
While others may ask: “I can’t go, but I want to support the Orphanage – how do I help?”

Joining a mission trip is fun and rewarding and provides an opportunity to learn about the orphanage. Yet while
the children enjoy our company, it is the missionaries that are most blessed. It is we missionaries that really
benefit the most from our visits, not the children.

So then, if I can’t go, or even if I do go, how do I best help these orphans?

1. PRAY – Pray for the children. Pray for their caregivers, pray for the orphan, and pray for those individuals and
organizations that support the orphanage.

2. GIVE FINANCIALLY – It is really expensive to raise 20 or 30 kids. A portion your offerings at Gloria goes toward
Los Angelitos, and it helps. But they need much more. You can also give directly to Los Angelitos.

3. SHARE the GOSPEL - All believers are called to share the gospel with non-Christians around us. In doing so, we
join the work of missionaries around the world in reaching others for Christ. Tell your neighbors, friends, work
colleagues and others about our work with Los Angelitos. It is a great way to share your faith with others.

4. SUPPORT Los Angelitos Trips – You can support our trips donating food, laundry soap, personal care items
and more. Needs vary by trip so just ask. Other ways to support is by picking up the rental van and other chores.

If you are unable to join us on our next mission trip, you can help in other ways. Contact Susan or David Warneke
or the church office for details.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting with shut-ins, homebound,
hospitalized and bringing the Lord’s Supper and/or conversations and prayer. Thanks to Assistant Minister
Dana Becker and Daneen Pysz for leading this ministry. If you are interested in helping in this area, please
call the office at 949-493-3414.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE (In-Person/Livestream)
1/7: 257 1/14: 301 1/21: 372 1/28: TBD

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving on our website (mygloriadei.org), which allows you to
make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis. You can also make “one-time” special donations
electronically. Choose to donate from your checking account or by using your credit card, etc. Applications
are available at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your
donation to @GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the
altar). Add where you want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you
want to give to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a
return text.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH ZELLE - gloriadei@mygloriadei.org. We have just added ZELLE as a giving
option at Gloria Dei.

SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts
during the Gen2Gen of over $10,000. Thanks to these eleven families. If you would like to be a part of this
fund (which reduces our mortgage), please contact Pastor David about details.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More and more people are requesting information about the
Endowment Fund. Call the church office and speak with Pastor David for details or visit our website:
www.mygloriadei.org/donate. There, you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you
considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please
consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Each niche holds two urns. Currently, 56 niches and 4
memorial plaques have been purchased. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please contact the
church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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THANKS
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)

Thank you to everyone for the thoughts, prayers and kindness for my husband, Matt and our whole family
over these past 2 months! He has had the hole in his heart repaired and he is on his way to a full recovery!
Reminder… if you haven't had your heart checked, go get it done. These things can happen with little or no
warning. Health and happiness to you all!
Sincerely, Susie Boland

Dear Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,

Thank you for being faithfully at the side of Los Angelitos for so many years. With
your help, so many kids have a fighting chance with a loving home, three squares
and an education. Thank you for the financial support and especially providing the
van to take kids to school. Socorro & I are so appreciative!

Love - Jeff & Socorro

Dear Pastor David,

Enclosed is a donation to help support the ministry of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. We are so grateful for
your many years of service to help support our family’s spiritual growth while we were members of Gloria
Dei. It was a joy and a privilege to be part of and work for this joyful, faith-filled community. We have so
many wonderful memories. We wish you and your spiritual team continued success in preaching and
reaching those in the community and beyond with the true and everlasting Word of God.

Blessings Always,
Carol & Terry Seibert

Dear Church Partners,

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the partnership we have with you at Gloria Dei. We could not
do what we do without your prayers and support. You are the hands and feet of our operation through your
financial support, providing us with amazing volunteers and spreading the word in the community about
what FAM does. Again, thanks for your support and we hope to grow in our partnership with you in 2024.

On behalf of FAM,
Teresa Schickling, Director of Development
Taylor Payne, Resource Manager
Anna Conti, Chief Executive Officer
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Blaine Johnson, Mary Lou & Denny Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gwen Layritz, Gloria Roberts,
Christina Simpson, Gerry and Sharon Grady, Barbara Keim, John Burns, Carol Clisby, Paul Dubow, Frances
McFarland, and Don Scroggin.

PRAYERS OF COMFORT for Corinne Fredrick’s family as they mourn her passing. We also pray for Mary
Vaughn & her family as they mourn Grady Vaughan’s passing.

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and
justice in the Middle East and Ukraine.

FOR OUR MISSIONARY - Please keep Dorcas in your prayers for strength and peace.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (January - March 2024), is available for pick up at the Welcome
Table on Sunday or at the church office. If you would like to pick one up or have one mailed to you, please
call or email the church office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org).

DEI-LY DUTIES
FEBRUARY 2024 VOLUNTEERS

New Time & Talent assignments for (February - July, 2024) were sent out January
12, primarily via email & also by mail, to those without an email. If you expected
to get a volunteer assignment & didn’t receive an email or letter regarding this,
call Carol Weinhardt at the office: 949-493-3414.

For other time & talent opportunities that don’t happen weekly, we will reach out
to you as needed. In addition, please watch for happenings in the bulletin or
opportunities listed at the Welcome Table.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Seminary Intern Dana Becker danabecker@mygloriadei.org
Administrative Assistant Carol Weinhardt
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas
preschool@mygloriadei.org
Minister of Arts and Outreach Michelle Lum
michellelum@mygloriadei.org
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org
Congregational Life Director Susie Boland
fellowship@mygloriadei.org
Music Director Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
Organist/PIanist Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
5pm Worship Leader Micaela Lum
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FEBRUARY 2024

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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