
Glori� De� Luthera� Churc�
DEI-LY LIGHT

MARCH 2023 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

Old buildings - beautiful and a challenge.

The beauty of the old building is that there’s so much wonderful ministry that has taken place and is
happening now - Bible studies, English classes, Preschool kids gathering, meetings of all sorts, 12 step
groups… The list of ministry happenings goes on and on.

The challenge of old buildings - We’ve had to tackle plumbing issues (ugh - slab leak), not to mention
electrical, and roofing issues in the past month. And there’s no quick fix.

Old buildings remind me of Lent and life. Beautiful happenings abound - a focus on following Jesus to the
cross (This year we’re looking at those timeless words, The Beatitudes); people gathering for food,
fellowship, and worship; children in First Communion; and so much more happening.

Old buildings remind me of Lent and life. Challenging things abound - I’m not who I want to be: Sin and
selfishness are pernicious; doubts and fatigue creep in; and that’s not even to mention the real problem,
mortality.

Old buildings - remind me of Lent and life. Restoration is possible and incremental change for the better
does happen. But complete resurrection is still coming. God will triumph through the cross and empty tomb.
So we don’t give up hope on old buildings and old lives. Thanks be to God!

God’s peace,

Pastor David R. Mattson

1



MICHELLE LUM, Minister of Arts and Outreach

Gloria Dei Art Ministry — 2nd Thursdays of the month at 6pm in Bankson Hall.
● Our upcoming art gathering is March 9th. Our guest artist this month for our

Mini Artist Talk series is Melinda Cabrera. She will share about her art practice and
also has an art activity for us to participate in!

Preschool Choir — Mondays at 11:30am.
● Our preschoolers will be sharing a special song with our church on Sunday,

March 26th at the 10am service.

SEMINARY INTERN DANA BECKER
Unsurprisingly, my favorite thing about March is college basketball’s March
Madness Tournament. Go Kansas! Lining up with Lent, it feels like some madness
around here also. Every year there’s pressure. Pressure to give something up or
add something to our lives for the 40 days of Lent. I didn’t grow up with the
pressure, but I'm good at inflicting it on myself sometimes.

This Lent, I’m trying to be gentler. In studying and immersing myself in the
Beatitudes, I’m processing how to embrace those traits through grace on a daily basis. When a desire for
productivity, success, and winning try to take over, I’m working to remind myself of Jesus’ grace in pure
hearts, peacemaking, mercy, and meekness.

Our middle school and high school groups have gathered with several churches around the area once a
month for the past couple of months. It has been a great opportunity to eat, play, and worship together as a
community. They’re so much fun to joke around and process through devotions.

After the Women’s Board welcomed new members, we got right to work with planning outings and activities
each month together. But some dates on your calendar:

● March 18- Headlands Hike & Lunch (anyone and everyone welcome)
● April 29- Women’s Tea
● June 2-4- Women’s Retreat at the Welk Resort in Escondido

THE BIG THING
HOLY WEEK schedule is as follows:

● Palm Sunday - April 2 (Processionals with palm branches; a donkey; First Communion, a pancake
breakfast);

● Maundy Thursday (We will have a giant map of the world on the floor in Bankson Hall. This will be an
individualized prayer time for the “life of the world.”;

● Good Friday - April 7, noon and 7pm (Tenebrae Worship - listening to the seven last words of Christ
as lights are extinguished; and finally,

● Easter/Resurrection Sunday - April 9 (6:30am, 8:30am, and 10am) - We celebrate the great hope of
new life with God! Join in all the Holy Festivities and invite a friend to join you!
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Young Children’s Ministry)

SUNDAY SCHOOL (Age 4 - 5th grade) is held at
8:30am & 10am services in Knudson Hall. Sunday
school attendees leave the church service after the
children’s message for Sunday school instruction and
rejoin their families for Communion.

We look forward to our Easter Egg Hunt, between the
8:30am and 10am services on Easter morning. If you
would like to donate pre-filled eggs or candy to fill

eggs, please bring them to the church office.

NURSERY - Available for babies to preschool age during both morning worship services. The nursery is located in
the preschool classroom directly across from the elevator. Please pick up a pager when signing in with your child.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES for children (and a parent) takes place on Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 22 at 5:15pm.
There is also a Chalice Making Event on March 25, 11am. Sign up at the Welcome Table. The children will receive
First Communion, with their new chalices, on April 2, Palm Sunday. Questions, contact the office.

COMING EVENTS : Vacation Bible School - June 5-9, 2023 for Ages Pre-K - 5th grade. Please watch for more info
at Welcome Table.

FELLOWSHIP/FRIENDSHIP
(Congregation-wide Social and Friendship Events)

COME SAIL AWAY - Sail out of Dana Point Harbor via the Aventura Sailing Club, with captain Jeff Chipman at helm
on March 17, 10am-2pm or 2:30-6:30pm (two time slots). Cost $50, payable to Jeff Chipman. See sign up at the
Welcome Table for more details.

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9am. We will meet on March 11.
Questions, contact Dana Becker at danabecker@mygloriadei.org. Women’s Board upcoming events:

● Headlands Hike with Ren Higgins above Strands Beach - March 18, 10am
● Ladies Tea in Bankson Hall - April 29, 2pm
● Women’s Weekend Retreat at Welk Resort, Escondido, CA - June 2 - 4

LENT SOUP SUPPERS - continue on Wednesdays at 6pm. Thank you to the Women’s Group for hosting our first
delicious soup supper!  If interested in bringing a soup, please check the  sign-up at the Welcome Table.

MEN’S RETREAT - to Arizona (March 3 - 5, 2023). Carpool over Friday, watch spring training games, have great
fellowship, worship together, and return home on Sunday. Cost includes the hotel, a few meals, and two ball
games ($270). Questions/scholarships, speak with Pastor David (pastordavid@mygloriadei.org).

RAISE THE ROOF - May 21, 2023 5:00pm
This will be a fun evening with music, food and fun! More details to come in the coming months!

ISRAEL TRIP - Pastor David will lead a group to the Holy Land, October 22 - Nov. 2, 2023. If
interested, contact Pastor David for all the details of the trip, go to mygloriadei.org or pick
up a brochure at the Welcome Table. Information Meeting - Feb. 19, 6pm, sanctuary.

If you have questions or ideas for fellowship events, contact Susie Boland at
fellowship@mygloriadei.org.
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP
(All things related to worship, music, choirs, singing, praise, altar guild, etc.)

“A miracle is when the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. A miracle is
when one plus one equals a thousand.”
― Frederick Buechner, The Alphabet of Grace

● Sanctuary Choir meets on Thursday nights
at 7:30pm. This month we have several
confirmands and their family members
joining in on the fun. What a blessing! I am
grateful for their time and talent.
Rehearsals are filled with fellowship,
laughter, and great music. All voices are
needed for this ensemble.  Join us!

● Bell & Chime Choir meets Thursdays at 6:30pm. Our next ring in church will be March 12th. We will
play the chime piece “Where Waters Flow.” Fun Fact: handbells can create a neat Echo effect by
ringing the bells and then lightly touching them to the table. It’s our version of the “wah wah” pedal.
Listen for it in performances later this spring.

● Join us for Wednesday evening services with worship and music. We will sing some beloved, old
hymns and learn a few new ones together! 6pm soup supper & 6:30 worship.

Do you play an instrument? There is an opportunity for you! Pastor David is waiting for a couple more brass
players to bring back Gloria Dei Brass.

Questions? Email Kathy Person: music@mygloriadei.org.

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS
CONFIRMATION CLASSES - Confirmation classes will be March 5 and March 19 at
11:15am. Lunch will be provided. For more information please reach out to Pastor
David, Pastor Dana, or Paige Gulck.

SR. HIGH FAM KIT MAKING - March 17, 6pm in Knudson Hall. Come put together
kits for FAM - Family Assisted Ministries. Bring a friend! Contact Paige Gulck at
youthdirector@mygloriadei.org if you plan to attend.

SR. HIGH MINISTRY IN MOTION - Does your kid have a high school basketball game? Or a play? Or a
volleyball game? Whatever your kids are doing, that’s what we will be doing! If your kid has an event they
would like a cheering section for, email Paige at youth@mygloriadei.org.
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SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!

March is one of our longer months in preschool. It gives us more opportunities
for continued learning and more time for fun activities and events.

This month our preschoolers will have a bounce house day, celebrate Dr. Seuss
Week filled with lots of silly days, have a fire station visit with the truck, and our
Pre-K students are going to Tanaka Farms. Also this month, Permanent
Impressions will be here. This is a non-profit run by off duty Sheriffs who do child

identity kits (finger/palm/foot impressions and facial digital imaging). While we never want to think about
child abductions, this resource is important to have.

We’ve completed registration for our Fall 23-24 school year with each class being at full capacity. Our waitlist
continues to grow as families still want to enroll their child at Gloria Dei Preschool with our exceptional
reputation.

Preschool kids “I spy” Greg Blanda at work on the Baptismal Font…

ART MINISTRY - You are Dust
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Barbara Baldwin & Tom McKeown Eric Houser

Chris Wuebbens Pearl Zimmerman & Jeff Chipman

Dick and Mary Koebler not pictured.

6



GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) BIBLE STUDY - Led by David & Susan Warneke is held in Bankson
Hall, on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm. On March 6 we are meeting to celebrate the completion
of our study of the Book of Acts. To join, contact the church office 949-493-3414 or
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY - Bible Study, for all interested ladies, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday
each month, 6:30pm. It is a social and informative gathering to study Meeting The Spirit, by Douglas Connelly.
They will be meeting on March 14th & 28th at Donna Combe’s home. Carpool from Church. Contact: Ann
St.Martin or Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (949-493-3414) for more details.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Every Wednesday, 10am - Gloria Dei women (and friends) meet in
Knudson Hall. Study led by Pastor David or Seminary Intern, Dana Becker. They will not be meeting on April
5, during Holy week. All women are invited to join in!

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Bankson Hall. This
group next meets on March 11. Please let Pastor David know if you plan to attend and there will be a place
set for you. They are studying The Lord’s Prayer this year. All men are welcome.

L&L (LUNCH AND LEARN) - Sunday, March 19, 11:15am - Sharon Magnuson of the ELCA (Gloria Dei’s synod)
will update our church’s work in Ukraine and other parts of the world. Donation accepted for lunch.
(Upcoming Fred Johnson - April 30)

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. Next meeting is March 20 . They are reading The Woman They Could Not Silence
by Kate Moore. If interested in the book club, contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) VIRTUAL STUDY - Led by Jim & Neta Wenrick on the 3rd Tuesday
each month, 7pm. Group is studying Meditative Prayers: Entering God's Presence. Next meeting is March 21.
To join, contact the office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm. They are meeting in person at members'
homes. They will meet again on March 28 and will be reading Nerve by Dick Francis in March. For information
contact the church office.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. They will meet on March 4. If you know of someone in need of a shawl
or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - A volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano
provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members serve at
Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round.
February 18 is the next volunteer opportunity. Please join us to help with
this important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly baptized infants &
children. If interested in helping, please call the office or Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - This is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization whose mission is to
assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills. They meet on Monday & Thursday
mornings 10am - 12pm in Knudson Hall. Interested in volunteering, contact gloriadei@mygloriadei or
949-493-3414. For more information, email Sharon Miller at esldanapoint@mygloriadei.org.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - March 18, 7am - 7pm, will be our next visit to Los Angelitos
Orphanage. If interested, please sign-up at the Welcome Table or contact David Warneke. Space will be
limited to one van. Remember, you DO NOT need to go to the orphanage to make a difference in the lives

of these children. Contact David or
Susan Warneke.

A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS:
Thank you for the continued support
of Los Angelitos. It keeps us afloat!
You’ve always been by our side.
Things are going very well now. We
hired a new van driver named Vicky.
She is intelligent, motivated and she

speaks perfect English. Over the break, we added three siblings and a teenage boy to our Los Angelitos
family. They’ve really come out of their shell & smile a lot now.
Thanks again for everything.
Best regards, Jeff & Socorro Hubbard

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting with shut-ins, homebound,
hospitalized and bringing the Lord’s Supper. Thanks to Intern Dana and Daneen Pysz for leading this
ministry. If you are interested in helping in this area, please call the office at 949-493-3414.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE and LIVESTREAM VIEWS
2/5: 336 2/12: 313 2/19: 463 2/26: tbd

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. You can make “one-time ”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available
at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your
donation to @GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the
altar). Add where you want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you
want to give to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a
return text.

SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts
during the Gen2Gen of over $10,000. Thanks to these eight families. Three more will be etched coming up. If
you would like to be a part of this fund (which reduces our mortgage), please contact Pastor David about
details.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More and more people are requesting information about the
Endowment Fund. Call the church office and speak with Pastor David for details or visit our website:
www.mygloriadei.org/donate. There, you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you
considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please
consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Each niche holds two urns. Currently, 50 niches and 4
memorial plaques have been purchased. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please contact the
church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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THANKS
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)

Dear Gloria Dei,
I have wonderful news to share with you all! I have accepted a call to serve as Associate Pastor at Zion
Lutheran Church in Loveland, Colorado. The ordination service will be held in Loveland on Sunday March 5,
2023 at 1 pm MST. For those who would like to attend virtually, the Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81007308575?pwd=NC9VZ1czZFZ0VkVwT1EyRGxhSGFGdz09

Thank you to everyone who supported me, prayed for me, and encouraged me in the candidacy process as I
have discerned my call to ministry. It has been a long journey, and I am grateful for every step along the way
that led me to my first call.
Yours in Christ,
Veronica Gould

Dear Gloria Dei Church Members,
After only one month of its grand opening, Ukrainian School of Orange County was generously hosted by
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. You provide Ukrainian kids and teachers with spacious and bright classrooms
and a gorgeous playground! There are no words to describe how happy and grateful parents, kids and
teachers are as now  as they are able to meet, study and play every Saturday in a beautiful and safe place!"

The class schedule  every Saturday:
1:30 - Meetup and play;
2:00 - 2:35 Ukrainian Language Lesson;
2:45- 3:20 Ukrainian History and Cultural Heritage Class
3:30- 4:05  Ukrainian Art Class

Thank you and God Bless all of you!
Maria Kobylianska, Ukrainian School Director

Dear Carol,
Thank you for all of your help wih arranging Bankson Hall for my Mom’s funeral reception. The space was
just right and everyone had a nice time.
All the best,
Brian Cotto

Dear Friends at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your donation! Your generosity & commitment ensure Pacific Lutheran Seminary can better
serve our students & assist them as they transform lives and help equip leaders for the church &  world.
With appreciation - Raymond Pickett, Rector
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Alice Anderson, Mary Lou & Denny Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gwen
Layritz, Gloria Roberts, Christina Simpson, Lars Talstad, Gerry Grady, and  Joan Sorge.

PRAYERS AND COMFORT - For Rebecca Horner and family as they mourn the loss of her husband Richard
Horner.

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and
help in the Ukraine.

FOR OUR MISSIONARY - Please keep Dorcas in your prayers for strength and peace.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (April - June 2023), is available for pick up at the Welcome Table
on Sunday or at the church office. If you would like to pick one up or have one mailed to you, please call or
email the church office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org).

DEI-LY DUTIES
MARCH 2023 VOLUNTEERS

February - July 2023 Time & Talent Assignments for “key duties” were sent out
mostly by email the last week of January. If you didn’t receive your email, please
check your spam. If it's not there, please contact Carol Weinhardt:
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org or 949-493-3414. If you don’t email, we have mailed
your assignments.

For other time & talent opportunities that don’t happen weekly, we will reach out
to you as needed. In addition, please watch for happenings in the bulletin or
opportunities listed at the Welcome Table.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Seminary Intern Dana Becker danabecker@mygloriadei.org
Administrative Assistant Carol Weinhardt
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas
preschool@mygloriadei.org
Minister of Arts and Outreach Michelle Lum
michellelum@mygloriadei.org
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org
Congregational Life Director Susie Boland
fellowship@mygloriadei.org
Music Director Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
Organist/PIanist Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
5pm Worship Leader Micaela Lum
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MARCH 2023

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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