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DEI-LY LIGHT

JULY/AUGUST 2022 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

Gen2Gen - Generation to Generation. That’s a tag line you hear a lot at Gloria Dei. As a Council and Staff,
we’ve been looking at the book Growing Young. (Thanks to Dennis Chernekoff for leading this emphasis.)
That too has a sense of an older generation passing on leadership to younger ones.

Speaking of passing on the faith, nothing can take the place of home. Here’s a few quick thoughts related to
living Gen2Gen or disciplines which are important to every generation:

Pray. Pray that God will work in and through you.

Speak. Talk about faith/mercy/compassion/Jesus away from church - around the dinner table, sitting at a
coffee shop, at holidays, prayers before meals and other times, “at all times and in all places.”

Grace. Give yourself grace, forgiveness. I think what we all want is people, especially loved ones to be
authentic. And authenticity begins with the realization that we’re sinners and need grace.

Laugh. God will find a way.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor David R. Mattson

P.S. 7 Essentials - our preaching and teaching theme on seven scripture passages worth memorizing begins
on July 3. Watch the bulletin for details.
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MICHELLE LUM, Minister of Arts and Outreach

Hi Gloria Dei, I am so excited to serve here as your Minister of Art and Outreach!
Four years ago I met Kathy and Pastor David when I auditioned for a section leader
position. I never imagined that this would become so much more, but God is good
and he works in mysterious ways. I have loved being a part of this church family thus
far and am so excited to invest deeper into this community.

Many of you may know some of my story already, but here is a little about me: I
grew up in South Orange County and have been drawn to visual art and music since

I was young. I completed a BFA in studio art and BA in music at Biola University, and then did a Master of
Theological Studies at Gateway Seminary. I’m actually going back to school again this fall to start a Master of
Fine Arts program at Claremont Graduate University. These may seem unrelated and in some sense they
are, but I have actually been pursuing a singular goal of studying art, music, and theology and how they
intersect. I am constantly surprised and delighted to discover how God uses the arts to touch people’s lives.
God has blessed me with opportunities to share my art with others, and I look forward to creating spaces
for other artists to bless the community with their work too. At Gloria Dei I am excited to continue exploring
these things with you!

You’ll be seeing me around more often as I assist Pastor David and start some new ministry things, so if we
haven’t met yet please say hi!

THE BIG THING (The main thing - put it on your calendar.)

MICHELLE LUM increases her role at Gloria Dei as the Minister of Arts and Outreach. Many of you know
Michelle through her work as a musician, artist, speaker, etc. She has her Master in Theology Studies and is
pursuing her MFA (Masters of Fine Arts) degree at Claremont. She will be working part-time, assisting Pastor
David with pastoral duties, but also working in areas which will help us grow in new ways. Please welcome
her and continue to pray for her ministry! She will be installed officially on July 3. You can reach her at
michellelum@mygloriadei.org.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - (July 5-8): We need assistance of all kinds, such as providing snacks, help us
set-up/decorate, clean-up, assist leaders, etc. Speak with Susie Boland - fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

7 ESSENTIAL - The 2022 summer theme at Gloria Dei will be discovering, learning, and living out seven vital,
essential passages of scripture - ones worth memorizing. You will love these seven, even if you already know
them by heart or have heard them all your life. Join us in worship, in Bible study, and at other times to learn
more.

SEMINARY INTERN DANA BECKER will join Gloria Dei at the end of July for a year of learning. She has now
just finished her work at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Burnsville, Minnesota. She is also attending
Luther Seminary (Saint Paul), after graduation from Kansas University. Our internship committee is being
formulated & will be guided by Gail Rightmire & Linda Smith.
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND FELLOWSHIP
(Young Children’s Ministry and Congregation-wide Social and Friendship Events)

SUSIE BOLAND begins her ministry in this area! To reach her, please contact:
fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

CHURCH PICNIC - Church Picnic, Sunday, July 3rd at 11:30 at Dana Woods Park.
Food, games, swimming (no lifeguard on duty), and fellowship! Gloria Dei provides
bratwurst/hotdogs, water and utensils. Sign up at the Welcome Table to bring a side
dish. Maps are also available. Questions - fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) - July 5 - 8, 9am - 12 noon. Save the date! This is a great opportunity to get
to know the kids and other members at Gloria Dei in a very casual, festive atmosphere! Our Summer 2022
theme is: Built for THIS! We will explore all the ways God is building us and our communities. Our theme is
inspired by 1Corinthians 3:9-11: “For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building“.
Cost $50 for church members; $60 for non-member; Scholarships available upon request. Sign up packet is
at the Welcome Table or online at mygloriadei.org.

ANGELS’ BASEBALL GAME AND TAILGATING: Sponsored by MGD-Men of Gloria Dei. August 13, 6pm
(game). More details about pre-game tailgating are coming soon.

WOMEN’S BOARD - This group meets on the second Saturday of the month at 9:15am. They will take a
break in July & will reconvene on August 13. Questions, contact Susie Boland at fellowship@mygloriadei.org.

FANTASY FOOTBALL - August 27, 8am - 5:30pm
Each league will draft at specified times. Watch for details regarding the draft in upcoming bulletins & at the
Welcome Table. We have a few openings for new owners so contact Matthew or Paul Dubow at
949-248-8865, to enroll in the fantasy football league.

GOD SQUAD (3rd - 5th Graders) - We look forward to seeing many kids at our VBS in July! We will be
looking forward to an event in September! (Laser Tag would be fun!)

SUNDAY SCHOOL (Age 4 - 5th grade) is on summer recess until September 11, 2022.

NURSERY - A nursery is available for babies to preschool age during both morning worship services. Please
pick up a pager after signing your child in.

FELLOWSHIP - We are so excited to enjoy a beautiful summer, our church picnic, VBS and some baseball!
We hope that your summer brings some relaxation, sunshine and cool summer nights!

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. Their next meeting is July 18. They are reading The Firemaker by Peter May. In
August they will meet on August 15 & will read The Maid by Nita Prose. If you are interested in joining the
book club, please contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm. They are meeting in person at members'
homes. They are on summer break June - August. For information contact the church office.

UPCOMING: Women’s Event Bunco Night (Friday, September 9, 6pm), Oktoberfest (Saturday, October 8,
5pm) ASPIRE Women’s Event (October 1st): Trick or Trunk (October 30th)
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP
(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.)

● Special Music Cellist Annika Krafcik will provide special music for services
on July 17th.

● Sanctuary, Bell,  & Chime Choirs are on break until September.

● Summer Concert Series Wednesdays at noon–take a break from your
workday with these 30 minute lunchtime recitals–

■ Micaela Lum, pianist:  June 29th
■ Darius Miertschin, guitarist: July 20th

Do you play an instrument? There is an ensemble/opportunity for you! Questions? Email Kathy
music@mygloriadei.org.

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS
SR. HIGH SUMMER TRIP - We are taking a trip to San Diego for all entering
freshman and exiting seniors. It will be one day of service and fun - June 29.
Please be at the church at 8am. Kids will help out at TACO (Third Avenue
Christian Outreach) that morning and enjoy Sea World that afternoon, returning
to the church before midnight. Invite a friend! Please sign up at the Welcome
Table or email Paige at youth@mygloriadei.org.

YOUNG ADULTS - FAITH ON TAP - The last Tuesday of the month we gather for some good conversation
and good beer. During July & August we are on summer break and will reconvene in September.

SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!

School is out for summer! What a great year we had, and we’re looking forward
to what the 2022-2023 school year brings.

During summer break, we will work on campus projects, tending to wear and
tear which occurs during the regular school year.  Happy summer everyone!
To contact Shelli Parajeckas email her at: preschool@mygloriadei.org.
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GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - Led by David & Susan Warneke is typically held in Knudson Hall,
in the Sunday School room, on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm. On July 11 & August 8 we are
meeting to discuss the Book of Acts, lessons 1 & 2 respectively. To join, contact the church office
949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

7 ESSENTIALS will be a summer, adult Bible study based on seven important, memorizable scripture
passages. Watch the bulletin for details.

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Bankson Hall. This
group is on summer break and will meet again on September 10. Please let Pastor David know that you
plan to attend and there will be a place set for you. All men are welcome.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY - 2nd & 4th Tuesday/month. Social 6:30 PM; Study 7pm - 8pm.
This group is on summer vacation. Questions: contact Ann St. Martin, Donna Combe or the office at
949-493-3414.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - This group meets every Wednesday at 10am - Gloria Dei women
(and friends) meet in the Sanctuary. They are on break for summer until September 14. This study is led by a
pastor. All women are invited to join in! Watch for an email/bulletin announcement regarding gathering.

500th ANNIVERSARY OF LUTHER’S TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE - This Fall, there will be new Bible studies
to celebrate, plus a church-wide whole Bible reading program. Watch for detail. We will celebrate the power
of Scripture. Several Seminary and College professors are lined up to do presentations for us. Watch the
bulletin and future bulletins for more details.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY - Thanks to those who are involved in meeting
with shut-ins, homebound, hospitalized… and bringing the Lord’s Supper.
Thanks to Daneen Pysz for leading this ministry. The new seminary student
will help in this area beginning in August.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. They are on summer break until September 3. If you know of
someone in need of a shawl or would like more information, call Peggy
Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - volunteer opportunity, in San Juan Capistrano, provides
food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members serve at Serra’s
Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am, year round. July 16 and
August 20 are the next volunteer opportunities. Please join us to help with
this important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home. The
quilts made by this group are provided to our newly Baptized infants & children. If interested in helping,
please call the office or Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - This is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization, whose mission is to
assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills. They meet on Monday & Thursday
mornings 10am - 12pm. Interested in volunteering, contact gloriadei@mygloriadei or 949-493-3414.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY Los Angelitos orphanage, Tijuana Mexico

Our next scheduled trip to Los Angelitos is September 24, 2022. More information will be posted in
Sunday bulletins & at the Welcome Table as we get closer to the trip. Questions? Please contact David &
Susan Warneke or the office for more information.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE and LIVESTREAM VIEWS
6/5: 297 6/12: 309 6/19: 291 6/26: 288
7/3: tbd 7/10: tbd 7/17: tbd 7/24: tbd 7/31 tbd

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. You can make “one-time ”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available
at the Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your
donation to @GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the
altar). Add where you want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you
want to give to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a
return text.

SANDSTONE BENCHES have now been etched with the names (and scripture) of people who gave gifts
during the Gen2Gen of over $10,000. Thanks to these eight families. Several more will be etched this
summer. If you would like to be a part of this fund (which reduces our mortgage), please contact Pastor
David about details.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More and more people are requesting information about the
Endowment Fund. Call the church office and speak with Pastor David for details, or visit our website:
www.mygloriadei.org/donate. There you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you
considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please
consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Currently, 50 niches and 4 memorial plaques have
been purchased and each niche holds two urns. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please
contact the church office, 949-493-3414. For more information, please see our website:
mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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WOMEN’S TEA WAS SWEET AS CAN BE!
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THANKS
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)

Dave,
Thanks for the awesome photo (posted in the Los Angelitos section of this newsletter) of you and the
congregation. I’m so glad you could spend quality time with kids. Thanks for all the things you do to support
Los Angelitos
Best Regards,
Jeff Hubbard (Los Angelitos Orphanage)

THANKS to all who donated at our May 25 blood drive! We had 46 donors, collected 46 pints of blood, had
two first time donors, and offered the potential to save 138 lives. By hosting blood drives at Gloria Dei, we
are changing lives. Our next two blood drives are on September 19 (Mitch Redden Annual Memorial Blood
Drive) & November 8. Both drives will be held 9am - 3pm.

Members of the Gloria Dei Women’s Ministry,
I absolutely adore the prayer shawl you have so lovingly made for me. I am very sure that it will keep me
warm and cozy for many of Ohio’s frigid winter days and I couldn’t thank you enough for the gift of comfort.
Much love,
Emma Hettmann

Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Jim Gray is enjoying your prayer blanket. He is the brother-in-law of Judy Henderson. His wife, Linda Gray,
thanks you immensely. Your prayer and gift of the blanket bring us hope & peace.

Dear Prayer Ladies,
Thank you so much for this beautiful shawl. It is so pretty and so warm. I just love it!
Thank you again,
Mary Lou Walters

Dear Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your continued support and generosity to the children of Los Angelitos! WE appreciate

your kindness and love to help meet the needs of our children to give them the chance of a much better life
in Tijuana.

In memory of Edward Perry, the founder of Los Angelitos, the mission of serving the orphaned
children will continue with the same commitment that Ed gave. And the donation of the van for the children
will be in honor of Ed to carry on his mission!
Sincerely yours,
Socorro & Jeff Hubbard
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DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine & Peggy Johnson, Alice Anderson, Debby Campominosi, Mary Lou & Denny
Walters, Jean Meinholtz, Gwen Layritz, Lars Talstad, Joan Sorge, Ingrid Schuller, Cheryl Johnson.

PRAYERS OF COMFORT for the family of Freda Avery as they mourn her passing; for the family of Kay
Hendrickson as they mourn her passing.

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women serving around the world. We pray for peace and
help in the Ukraine. We pray for the families of all the murdered children and teachers in Texas and people
in Buffalo.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (July - September, 2022), is available for pick up at the Welcome
Table on Sunday or at the church office. If you would like to pick one up or have one mailed to you, please
call or email the church office (949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org).

DEI-LY DUTIES
JULY/AUGUST 2022 VOLUNTEERS

New time & talent assignments (Aug. 2022 - Jan. 2023) will be sent out in July,
primarily via email (although we physical copies will be mailed to those without
an email address).

If you didn’t receive your copy, please check your spam folder & if it is not there,
please contact Carol Weinhardt at 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

If you are a newer member & turned in your time & talent information, we will
work you into the current schedule as a substitute and/or add you into the
schedule for the 2nd half of the year.

To assist, you must practice current Covid-19 guidelines. Thank you for your help in 2022!

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Seminary Intern Dana Becker danabecker@mygloriadei.org
Administrative Assistant Carol Weinhardt
gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Preschool Director Shelli Parajeckas
preschool@mygloriadei.org
Minister of Arts and Outreach Michelle Lum
michellelum@mygloriadei.org
Youth Director Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org
Congregational Life Director Susie Boland
fellowship@mygloriadei.org
Music Director Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
Organist/PIanist Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
5pm Worship Leader Micaela Lum
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JULY 2022

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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AUGUST 2022

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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