
Glori� De� Luthera� Churc�
DEI-LY LIGHT

JULY/AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,

The father of the groom was crying at the back of the church… Not because he was upset, but because he
was so happily surprised. What got the water works running? He watched his son begin the wedding
rehearsal with a prayer - “...that all the festivities be hysterically fun in Jesus’ name…”

The father of the groom was crying at the back of the church… He was surprised. “You
planted good seeds.”

Many times I’ve told young parents, “There’ll be some Sundays, maybe even years, where you
won’t get much out of worship. And that’s the way God wants it! You’re not supposed to get
anything out of it, at least not right now, because you are the sermon to your kids. Showing up
faithfully on Sundays. They’re watching. You’re planting seeds.”

Of course, it’s all of us - not just parents of young kids, but all of us are planting seeds of some sort. By the
power of the Spirit, actions of care and concern are what bring people to faith or bring them back to faith.

Last month in worship, I said listening was the most important sharing the faith skill. Today, I’d add another
word, kindness.

The father of the groom was crying at the back of the church… watering the seeds he had already planted.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor David R. Mattson

P.S. One seed we can try this summer is to pray those “classic” prayers each day, attend a Bible study, or...
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THE BIG THING
(The main thing - put it on your calendar.)

Summer Bible/Book Study
In honor of Jack Young, a book study/Bible study on Anne Lamott’s book, “Help, Thanks, Wow: The 3 Essential
Prayers” will take place on Wednesdays beginning July 7 (6 weeks), 6pm. You can order a book from any
vendor, but it won’t be necessary for the class. Pizza/Salad in Bankson Hall the first night. Donation for food.
If you’re familiar with Anne Lamott, her work has been described as “life-changing, irreverent, hysterical,
beautifully simplistic, twelve-step oriented, gritty, etc.” Pastor David and others will lead this study. It is not
required to read or purchase the book, but you will likely enjoy it. Bring a Bible to the class.

Summer Concerts - New series! Wednesday Casual Concerts - next one, July 7,
12 noon: Micaela Lum, organ.

Seminary Intern Veronica Gould
A little bit about her - She was raised Lutheran, graduate of Williams College and
Princeton Seminary.

She is finishing her “Lutheran” year at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary and
will begin her year of learning and ministry on August 17. Most recently, she has
been serving as pastoral resident at Parkview Presbyterian Church in
Sacramento since 2018.

We will have an official welcome on Sunday, August 22 during worship.

Membership at Gloria Dei?
For those interested in officially joining the Gloria Dei family, there are two ways to do this:
1) Transfer your membership from another Lutheran congregation (call the church office), or
2), Attend the Adult Inquiry Class (Pastor David teaches this class on the basics of the Christian faith from a
Lutheran perspective) on Saturday, September 11, 9am.
To everyone joining, there is a New Member Orientation Lunch (meet staff and others joining and hear
about the ministry/programs) on Sunday, September 12, noon at Pastor David and Kimberly’s home.
New members will be officially received in worship on Sunday, September 19.

SUMMER HAPPENINGS...

● SUMMER PREACHING/TEACHING/LIVING THEME:
“The Inside Out Church''. Every Sunday, the inside
emphasis will examine a classic prayer and
scripture passage. Members are encouraged to
“keep” this prayer through the week. And taking
our faith outside - Every month there will be a
Bingo Card with out-in-the-community activities to
complete (prizes awarded). Pick up your second
Bingo Card on July 4 and turn it in at the end of the
month. (‘You can’t win, if you don’t play.’)

● 3RD - 5TH GRADE GROUP: Besides the usual Jr.
and Sr. High events and activities, there will be
several fun events aimed at getting this age group
together, developing friendships, and having fun. Our summer college student will be hosting the
first event: Bonfire & S’Mores (see Children’s Ministry announcements).
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SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!

“School’s out for summer!” ...at least that’s what the song says. We have about 20
students attending our summer camp with extra fun visitors like The Minion
character, a talking fire truck, Bubblemania, and even a puppy party! What a
great time to be a kid.

Our 2021-2022 school year begins August 16th. We will return with full capacity
and three new staff members. After this past year, I’m delighted to see our

program survived the pandemic, and blessed to be full, with a waitlist. I’m looking forward to another
amazing year at Gloria Dei; a place where children play and pray!

“Play gives children a chance to practice what they are learning.”  ~Mr. Rogers

To contact Shelli Parajeckas go to preschool@mygloriadei.org.

BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
(Sunday school, Young Children’s Events and Ministry)

VBS - We had a terrific 3 days of VBS! There were many campers, 20+
adult/youth helpers and musicians on campus celebrating Wilderness Escape,
Where God Guides & Provides. Campers participated in crafts, games and
storytelling with Moses (Pastor David). Thank you to all who volunteered and
spent time sharing God’s word with our campers!

SUNDAY SCHOOL (Age 4 - 5th grade) - Is on summer break & will resume on
September 19. However, online content will be available this summer on our website:
https://www.mygloriadei.org/children-and-family-ministries/.

NURSERY - A nursery is now available for young children to preschool age during worship. Please pick up a
pager after signing your child in.

3-5th Grade - Events/Outings this summer -

● Bonfire & S’mores, June 30, 7pm & Wheel Fun, July 21, 2pm. More details will be in Sunday bulletins,
as we get closer.

● Mele Kalikimaka (July 25 Christmas celebration during Sunday services). On July 24, kids and a parent
are invited to decorate “Christmas” (or other cookies) to be delivered to our homebound members by
various Gloria Dei members. Sign-up at  the Welcome Table. This will be a Gen2Gen effort!

Save the dates! If you would like to help with these events, please call the church office and/or speak with
Emma Janzen (ministry student).

If you would like your child to be added to the mailing list please contact the church office or Barb Collins
sundayschool@mygloriadei.org.
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP
(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.)

Thanks to Micaela & Michelle Lum, and Darius Miertschin for leading our VBS
music. Their songs were the perfect way to begin & end the day for our campers.

● Fred, Micaela, Chris, and Michelle continue to lead us musically in worship.
● Brass Practice -The Brass Ensemble is going strong-- looking forward to

the next performance on July 4 at morning services! Join in on Tuesdays at 5pm.
Contact Pastor David for more details. pastordavid@mygloriadei.org

● Bell Choir is on break for a few weeks this summer. We have space for new ringers when we return
to Thursday night rehearsals. Contact Kathy for information.

● Summer Concerts - New series! Wednesday Casual Concerts: informal, half hour performances:
July 7, 12 noon: Micaela Lum, organ

July 11, 2pm: Sonos Handbell Ensemble - Sonos
Handbell Ensemble presents 'From Steeple to Steppe,'
songs, dances, and marches from Portugal to the great
Eurasian steppes with visual interludes -- including
segments from Sonos' documentary film, "Heart of a
Bell" -- providing historical context. Come and see for
yourself why Sonos has been called the "Olympians of
handbell ringers!”

July 18, 8:30am & 10am - Guitarist Mark Kroos streams
his wonderful music and message into our worship
services.

August 1, 2pm:  South County Community Handbell Concert

Do you play an instrument? There is an ensemble/opportunity for you! Questions? Email Kathy
music@mygloriadei.org

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH NEWS JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY will be back this Fall. Incoming 6th graders get ready
for 3 years of fun!

CONFIRMATION/JUNIOR HIGH - Saturday July 17. It’s a mystery if we’ll ever get
out of the escape room! Meet at the church at 12:15 p.m. and we’ll head to
Nerdy by Nature Escape rooms in Mission Viejo.

SR. HIGH SUMMER TRIP: Kern River white water rafting July 25-28 for incoming 9th graders through 2021
highschool graduates. Please contact Paige (youth@mygloriadei.org) if your child plans on attending. 2 days
on the river with days for travel on either end, equals 4 full days of FUN!
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR - Susie Boland can be reached at
fellowship@mygloriadei.org or at the office at 949-493-3414.

WOMEN’S EVENTS -

● WOMEN’S GROUP SUCCULENT EVENT - Saturday, September 25th at
10:00am - Women’s Group Succulent Planting Event, we will be providing the planters
and all the plants to make a beautiful arrangement. A light breakfast will be included.
More details will be available at the Welcome Table in August.

● GLORIA DEI WOMEN’S COOKBOOK - We will be creating a Gloria Dei Cookbook and will begin
collecting recipes starting in September.

We will keep you posted as events are added to the 2021 Women’s Events schedule.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 2pm. The
group meets in Knudson Hall. They are on break during July and August. If you are interested in joining the
book club, please contact Diane Kelly or contact the office at 949-493-3414.

MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm. They are meeting in person June 29. They
will be on break during July and August. For information on the books they are reading, contact Ren Higgins
or the church office.

MELE KALIKIMAKA - Christmas on July 25! Join us during Sunday Worship for Christmas carols. Bring a
dozen cookies to share, following services. If there are cookies left after refreshments are served, we will be
delivering them to our shut-ins. Sign up if you want to deliver a plate of cookies to one of our members who
is unable to attend church at Gloria Dei.

RECENT WOMEN’S HIKING EVENT - Thanks again to  Ren Higgins for leading this hike!

UPCOMING EVENTS: Gloria Dei Beach Day - September 19th at Doheny State Beach 4-6pm
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VBS FUN!
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GROWING TOGETHER!
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)

ALL STUDIES WILL BE IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL.

G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - Led by David & Susan Warneke and are typically held in Knudson
Hall on the first Monday of the month, at 6:30pm (July 12 and August 2 in Knudson Hall). In July, we are
studying Ephesians 3:1 - 3:13, lesson 5 and in August we are studying Ephesians 3:14 - 3:21, lesson 6. To join,
contact the church office 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org, so we can add you to the group.

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am. This month will be in
person with Pastor David leading the study. This group will take a break this summer and reconvene on
September 11. Please let Pastor David know that you plan to attend and there will be a place set for you.
They are working through the Gospel of Mark. All men are welcome.

HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY - 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month. Social 6:30 PM; Study 7pm -
8pm. They will be taking a break this summer in July & August & will meet again in the fall. Book:
“Praying with Power” by Christa Kinde (Amazon & Christianbook.com). To be added to Zoom, contact Ann St.
Martin, Daneen Pysz or the office at 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - Last class will be on June 2 in Knudson Hall and then they will take a
summer break. They will resume again on September 15. Bible study meets each Wednesday at 10am and is
typically led by Pastor David. Watch for an email/bulletin announcement regarding gathering again in the
Fall.

THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - A two year intensive overview of the entire Bible to learn “the big picture” may
be started in the fall depending upon the interest level - If you are interested in exploring this option, please
contact Pastor David at pastordavid@mygloriadei.org.
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DEI-LY SERVICE
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. In July & August they will be taking a short summer break. If you know
of someone in need of a shawl or would like more information, call Peggy
Johnson.

SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity, in San Juan
Capistrano, provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members
serve at Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am. July 17
is the next volunteer opportunity. Please join us to help with this
important outreach.

THE QUILTING GROUP continues preparing all the quilts from home
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The quilts made by this group are
provided to our newly Baptized infants & children. If interested in helping,
please call Donna Combe.

SOUTH COAST LITERACY COUNCIL - an all-volunteer, nonprofit
organization, whose mission is to assist adults in south Orange County to acquire English language skills.
During the summer, July 15 - September 2, they meet Thursday mornings 10am - 12pm. In the Fall, they
plan to meet on campus two weekday mornings each week to provide in person tutoring sessions to those
in need. More details will be forthcoming. If interested in volunteering, pick up a flyer at the Welcome Table
or contact the office gloriadei@mygloriadei or 949-493-3414.

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - Los Angelitos orphanage, Tijuana Mexico

Dear Gloria Dei,
We are pleased to have received your donation. We are sure that
God will shower his blessings on you and reward you with success in
the business and personal fields. We love you and hope we can see
you soon.
The children of Los Angelitos Orphanage

Please continue to hold the children of Los Angelitos Orphanage in
your prayers. With God’s blessing, we hope to see our little angels
later in 2021. Stay tuned for updates.

For more information regarding Los Angelitos, orphanage ministry,
call the church office to contact David or Susan Warneke.
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE and LIVESTREAM VIEWS
6/6: 285 6/13: 306 6/20: TBD           6/27: TBD

GEN2GEN GIVING: $418,543.00 (This three year program has concluded.) Thanks to all who helped make
this program a great success both financially & from a sense of fellowship across generations!

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. You can make “one ”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from your
checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available at the
Welcome Table or contact the church office at 949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org.

ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your donation to
@GloriaDei-DanaPoint (with a picture of our stained glass window overlooking the altar). Add where you
want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section.

TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give
to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text.

GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - More and more people are requesting information about the
Endowment Fund. Call the church office and speak with Pastor David for details, or visit our website:
www.mygloriadei.org/donate. There you will find the brochure. “What legacy will you leave?” Have you
considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please
consider doing so.

THE COLUMBARIUM - The Columbarium is located in the upper canyon area in the Memorial Garden.
Please stop by to see it at your convenience. Several of our members are now interred in the Columbarium
and the ceremonies were beautiful family gatherings. Currently, 46 niches and 2 memorial plaques have
been purchased and each niche holds two urns. To reserve a niche for yourself or a loved one, please
contact the church office, 949-493-3414.

For more information, please see our website: mygloriadei.org/columbarium.
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THANKS
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)

Dear Friends at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your donation! Your generosity and commitment ensure Pacific Lutheran Theological
Seminary is able to better serve our students, faculty and community members. WE are grateful for your
gift, which is transforming lives and helping us fulfill our mission of equipping leaders for the church and
world.
With appreciation, Raymond Pickett, Rector

THANKS TO OUR VBS HELPERS!

THANKS TO THE VBS KIDS WHO RAISED $80 FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF!!!

11



DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”

HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Debby Campominosi, Mary Lou and Denny Walters, Jean Meinholtz,
Kay Hendrickson, Jeri Steck, Gwen Layritz, Joann Groon, Gerd & Lars Talstad, Linda Friend, Virginia Moore,
Ingrid Schuller, Ginni Sherwood, and Shelli Parajeckas.

PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women now serving around the world. We also pray for
peace in the Middle East. Also peace and safety for our frontline emergency and healthcare workers treating
those infected with the Coronavirus and other ailments.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL - “Christ in our Home” (July - September 2021), is available for pick up at the Welcome
Table on Sunday or at the church office. If you would like to pick one up or have one mailed to you, please
call or email the church office (949-493-3414 or gloriadei@mygloriadei.org).

DEI-LY DUTIES
JULY/AUGUST 2021 VOLUNTEERS
We are requesting help each week for lectors, ushers & the welcome center. We
are also requesting help once or twice monthly for Altar Guild & Communion
Assistant. We have sent out a three month volunteer schedule through April
2021 to help fill each of these volunteer opportunities. We SENT out a new
volunteer calendar for May - September. If you didn’t receive it or would
like to be added to the next volunteer schedule, please contact Carol
Weinhardt at the office.

To assist and to attend, you must practice Covid-19 guidelines (wear a mask,
remain physically distanced, be healthy, etc.). Many of these volunteer

responsibilities have changed to promote safe social distance ie. no passing offering
plates or physically handing out bulletins, etc.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org
Carol Weinhardt gloriadei@mygloriadei.org;
Shelli Parajeckas preschool@mygloriadei.org;

Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org;
Barbara Collins sundayschool@mygloriadei.org

Susie Boland fellowship@mygloriadei.org;
Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org;

Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
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JULY 2021

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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AUGUST 2021

(See Calendar on Website: http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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