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Dear Gloria Dei family, 
 
For the month of November our focus will be ​ThanksLIVING​, that is, how we live out our gratitude. Of                                     
course, November is the perfect month for it as there’s so much built in. Below are some of the highlights: 
 

● November 3 - ​All Saints’ Sunday​. We give thanks to God for all those who have run the race of faith                                         
and now dwell with all the saints in light. We will also have the “Tolling of the Bells.” If you would like a                                             
loved one mentioned during that time, please fill out a form at the Welcome Table. 

● November 10 - ​Veterans’ weekend​. We will give thanks for those serving our country. 
● November 17 - ​Stewardship Sunday​: We ask all members to prayerfully and gratefully return their                             

time and talent sheet and pledge card. 
● November 24 - ​Christ the King Sunday is the last Sunday in the Christian calendar and focuses on                                   

peace among nations. At 5pm, we have our annual ​Thanksgiving Potluck Feast​. Please sign-up. 
● November 27 - ​Thanksgiving Eve Worship​, 7pm, with an offering taken for World Hunger and a                               

food collection for local food pantry. 
 
Speaking of gratitude, I’m always amazed at how many people volunteer on a weekly basis in and outside of                                     
Gloria DeI. I count roughly 100 people who volunteer weekly - teachers, altar guild, choirs, worship help,                                 
gardening, ministries, and more - thank you! 
 
The wonderful poet Maya Angelou wrote something like… ​‘look back forgivingly; look forward prayerfully; be                             
present gratefully…’ 
 
Gratefully yours, 

 
Pastor David R. Mattson 
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA 

 

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light 
How often do you give thanks? 
 
As we move into Thanksgiving season, I invite us all to live with this truth: ​"If the                                 
only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough." 

—Meister Eckhart 

What's to stop us from praying all the time? Why not say "thank you" throughout                             
the day? When we say thank you, in prayer, silently, to someone else - a friend or a                                   

stranger - it doesn’t mean that we have forgotten that there are real needs, real pain, and real suffering in                                       
our world or in our lives. What it does mean is that we become more aware of God at work, in the midst of                                               
both the good and the bad that we encounter on a daily basis.  

Our world seems to want us to believe that we can only be happy when we either have a lot of physical                                           
possessions or have a concrete plan to accumulate them very soon. That’s why companies spend so much                                 
money on advertising. They are able to persuade people that if only they had the latest toy, or car, or                                       
household appliance, there will be joy in their lives. Or only if they have time and money for fancy vacations                                       
and exotic trips can they experience peace and happiness.  

But as Christians, we know that real joy doesn’t come from possessions at all. Real joy comes from taking                                     
time to look around and give thanks for what we have already, including our very lives, the love of family                                       
and friends, and the beauty of the earth around us. Real gratitude comes from remembering all that Christ                                   
has blessed us with and all that Christ will continue to bless us with. These blessings aren’t things that we                                       
can go out and buy, and they are certainly not things that we can hope to achieve on our own. Rather, these                                           
blessings have simply been given to us - completely undeserved - because Christ loves us that much. 

When we become aware of God’s presence with us, we can then figure out what we should do in our lives                                         
and what we can do for others. One way to become aware of God’s presence in our world is to pray. And, "if                                             
the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough." 

Happy ThanksLIVING! 

THE BIG THING 
(The focus, the main thing, put it on your calendar, a second/third/fourth reminder) 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELLS​ - on All Saints’ Sunday, November 3, the tolling of the bells will take place to honor 
and pray for loved ones who have passed away. Have you filled out a form at the Welcome Table to have 
your loved one mentioned? 
 
JOKE OF THE YEAR​ - At our annual Thanksgiving Feast (Sunday, November 24, 5pm), not only will there be 
an amazing potluck, a wonderful guitarist providing music, but  you have a chance to win “joke of the year.” 
Bring a favorite clean joke to tell and you could win - there will be a prize! 
 
STEWARDSHIP LEADER FOR THE SYNOD​: Did you know that Gloria Dei gives a lot of money away, beyond 
its own ministry to support all sorts of other important causes? (Lutheran World Relief, Missionary, 
Orphanage, local We Care Ministry, FAM, and much more) Please fill out a pledge card and give thanks to 
God for your many blessings and let’s continue this wonderful momentum! 
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR 

 

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP 
 
WELCOME ​- Please welcome our new Congregational Life Director, Susie Boland! She                       
can be reached at ​fellowship@mygloriadei.org​ or at the office at 949-493-3414. 
 
WOMEN’S ONE DAY RETREAT​- Saturday, November 2, 9am - 2pm in Bankson Hall.                         
This retreat will feature guest speaker Alice Connor. ​Alice is an Episcopal priest and a                             
chaplain on a college campus. She wrote ​Fierce: Women of the Bible and Their Stories                             
of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, Sex, and Salvation ​and ​How to Human: An                         
Incomplete Manual for Living in a Messed-Up World. Cost: $40 includes continental                       
breakfast and lunch.  
 
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the ​third Monday of                           

each month at 3pm. ​The group will be meeting again on November 18. They will be reading ​Ordinary Grace ​by                                       
William Kruger​.​ If you are interested in joining the book club, please contact Diane Kelly at 949-493-9632. 
 
THANKSGIVING FEAST - November 24, 5pm. Join us for a fun pre-Thanksgiving celebration. Enjoy food,                             
friends and conversation!  See sign-up at the Welcome table. 
 
MEN’S BOOK GROUP ​- Meets the ​last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at different hosts’ homes. Their next                                   
meeting will be November 26. For more information go to the website: gloriabookclub.com or contact Bob                               
Gillespie at ​gillespierm@gmail.com​. 
 
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP - On November 27, please join us for a ​slice of pie directly after the 7pm                                     
Thanksgiving Eve service. 
 
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART ​(AGTA) ​- This group will meet triannually this year. Their next meeting is                                 
January 16, 5:30pm. All artists and anyone interested in art are welcome. A donation will be requested to                                   
cover the cost of canvas, paint & brushes. Limit: 15. Please contact Jane Zeiger at 949-235-4359 to sign up                                     
and get more details.  
 
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP?​ If you would like to begin another small group, speak with one of the pastors. 
 
UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS​: 

● Christmas Caroling - December 8, 4:00pm 
● Winter Carnival - January 31, 2020 
● Men’s Spring Retreat (Baseball in AZ) - March 6-8, 2020 
● Women’s Retreat to Carlsbad - March 27-29, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                                                                                                                           ​ Author Alice Connor 
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