
  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

DEI-LY LIGHT 

NOVEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear Gloria Dei family, 
 
For the month of November our focus will be ThanksLIVING, that is, how we live out our gratitude. Of                                     
course, November is the perfect month for it as there’s so much built in. Below are some of the highlights: 
 

● November 3 - All Saints’ Sunday. We give thanks to God for all those who have run the race of faith                                         
and now dwell with all the saints in light. We will also have the “Tolling of the Bells.” If you would like a                                             
loved one mentioned during that time, please fill out a form at the Welcome Table. 

● November 10 - Veterans’ weekend. We will give thanks for those serving our country. 
● November 17 - Stewardship Sunday: We ask all members to prayerfully and gratefully return their                             

time and talent sheet and pledge card. 
● November 24 - Christ the King Sunday is the last Sunday in the Christian calendar and focuses on                                   

peace among nations. At 5pm, we have our annual Thanksgiving Potluck Feast. Please sign-up. 
● November 27 - Thanksgiving Eve Worship, 7pm, with an offering taken for World Hunger and a                               

food collection for local food pantry. 
 
Speaking of gratitude, I’m always amazed at how many people volunteer on a weekly basis in and outside of                                     
Gloria DeI. I count roughly 100 people who volunteer weekly - teachers, altar guild, choirs, worship help,                                 
gardening, ministries, and more - thank you! 
 
The wonderful poet Maya Angelou wrote something like… ‘look back forgivingly; look forward prayerfully; be                             
present gratefully…’ 
 
Gratefully yours, 

 
Pastor David R. Mattson 
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA 

 

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light 
How often do you give thanks? 
 
As we move into Thanksgiving season, I invite us all to live with this truth: "If the                                 
only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough." 

—Meister Eckhart 

What's to stop us from praying all the time? Why not say "thank you" throughout                             
the day? When we say thank you, in prayer, silently, to someone else - a friend or a                                   

stranger - it doesn’t mean that we have forgotten that there are real needs, real pain, and real suffering in                                       
our world or in our lives. What it does mean is that we become more aware of God at work, in the midst of                                               
both the good and the bad that we encounter on a daily basis.  

Our world seems to want us to believe that we can only be happy when we either have a lot of physical                                           
possessions or have a concrete plan to accumulate them very soon. That’s why companies spend so much                                 
money on advertising. They are able to persuade people that if only they had the latest toy, or car, or                                       
household appliance, there will be joy in their lives. Or only if they have time and money for fancy vacations                                       
and exotic trips can they experience peace and happiness.  

But as Christians, we know that real joy doesn’t come from possessions at all. Real joy comes from taking                                     
time to look around and give thanks for what we have already, including our very lives, the love of family                                       
and friends, and the beauty of the earth around us. Real gratitude comes from remembering all that Christ                                   
has blessed us with and all that Christ will continue to bless us with. These blessings aren’t things that we                                       
can go out and buy, and they are certainly not things that we can hope to achieve on our own. Rather, these                                           
blessings have simply been given to us - completely undeserved - because Christ loves us that much. 

When we become aware of God’s presence with us, we can then figure out what we should do in our lives                                         
and what we can do for others. One way to become aware of God’s presence in our world is to pray. And, "if                                             
the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough." 

Happy ThanksLIVING! 

THE BIG THING 
(The focus, the main thing, put it on your calendar, a second/third/fourth reminder) 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELLS - on All Saints’ Sunday, November 3, the tolling of the bells will take place to honor 
and pray for loved ones who have passed away. Have you filled out a form at the Welcome Table to have 
your loved one mentioned? 
 
JOKE OF THE YEAR - At our annual Thanksgiving Feast (Sunday, November 24, 5pm), not only will there be 
an amazing potluck, a wonderful guitarist providing music, but  you have a chance to win “joke of the year.” 
Bring a favorite clean joke to tell and you could win - there will be a prize! 
 
STEWARDSHIP LEADER FOR THE SYNOD: Did you know that Gloria Dei gives a lot of money away, beyond 
its own ministry to support all sorts of other important causes? (Lutheran World Relief, Missionary, 
Orphanage, local We Care Ministry, FAM, and much more) Please fill out a pledge card and give thanks to 
God for your many blessings and let’s continue this wonderful momentum! 
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR 

 

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP 
 
WELCOME - Please welcome our new Congregational Life Director, Susie Boland! She                       
can be reached at fellowship@mygloriadei.org or at the office at 949-493-3414. 
 
WOMEN’S ONE DAY RETREAT- Saturday, November 2, 9am - 2pm in Bankson Hall.                         
This retreat will feature guest speaker Alice Connor. Alice is an Episcopal priest and a                             
chaplain on a college campus. She wrote Fierce: Women of the Bible and Their Stories                             
of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, Sex, and Salvation and How to Human: An                         
Incomplete Manual for Living in a Messed-Up World. Cost: $40 includes continental                       
breakfast and lunch.  
 
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of                           

each month at 3pm. The group will be meeting again on November 18. They will be reading Ordinary Grace by                                       
William Kruger. If you are interested in joining the book club, please contact Diane Kelly at 949-493-9632. 
 
THANKSGIVING FEAST - November 24, 5pm. Join us for a fun pre-Thanksgiving celebration. Enjoy food,                             
friends and conversation!  See sign-up at the Welcome table. 
 
MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at different hosts’ homes. Their next                                   
meeting will be November 26. For more information go to the website: gloriabookclub.com or contact Bob                               
Gillespie at gillespierm@gmail.com. 
 
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP - On November 27, please join us for a slice of pie directly after the 7pm                                     
Thanksgiving Eve service. 
 
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART (AGTA) - This group will meet triannually this year. Their next meeting is                                 
January 16, 5:30pm. All artists and anyone interested in art are welcome. A donation will be requested to                                   
cover the cost of canvas, paint & brushes. Limit: 15. Please contact Jane Zeiger at 949-235-4359 to sign up                                     
and get more details.  
 
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP? If you would like to begin another small group, speak with one of the pastors. 
 
UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: 

● Christmas Caroling - December 8, 4:00pm 
● Winter Carnival - January 31, 2020 
● Men’s Spring Retreat (Baseball in AZ) - March 6-8, 2020 
● Women’s Retreat to Carlsbad - March 27-29, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                                                                                                                            Author Alice Connor 

3 

mailto:fellowship@mygloriadei.org
mailto:gillespierm@gmail.com


 
 
PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR 

 

YOUTH NEWS JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS- Confirmation class will begin Sunday, November 3                 
from 11am - 1pm in Knudson Hall. Lunch will be included.  
 
CONFIRMATION RETREAT - The Lutheran Middle School Youth Gathering will                   
take place November 22 - 24 in Anaheim. The theme this year is Psalm 23 and                               
Me. The retreat will include speakers, music, workshops and worship. A day at                         
Disneyland and hotel night-life make the experience complete. Cost: $100.                   

Sign up at the Welcome Table or contact Paige with questions: youth@mygloriadei.org. 
 
SR. HIGHERS SERVERS - In keeping with the ThanksLIVING theme, the Sr. Highers will be lending a helping                                   
hand at Serra’s Pantry this month. Mark your calendars for November 16 at 8:30 a.m. The group will meet at                                       
Serra’s Pantry. 
 
 
 
 
BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
(Sunday school, Young Children’s Events and Ministry) 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Age 4 - 5th grade) - Offered during Sunday worship at                           
both morning services. Children are invited to leave with the Sunday School                       
leader after the children’s message and they will return for Communion.                     
Questions, speak with Barb (sundayschool@mygloriadei.org). Sunday           
school is in session. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS ALWAYS NEEDED! Please consider teaching a                 
few Sundays this year - training provided! Contact Barb Collins. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PERFORMANCE - Sunday, November 10th at the 10am service, our children’s choir and                             
the preschool children’s choir will join together to sing Now We Give Thanks. The combined children’s choirs                                 
will be led by Neta Wenrick and Kathy Person. 
 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - December 15, 10am Service. If you would like your child to participate in this                                 
annual telling of the Christmas story, please contact Barb Collins. Please join us on the following dates! 

● Sunday, December 8 - Pageant rehearsal will be starting at 9:30 am.   
● Saturday, December 14 -Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 9-10am 
● Sunday, December 15 - Christmas Pageant-No Sunday School 

 
UPCOMING CHILDREN’S EVENTS: 

● WINTER CARNIVAL - January 31, 4:30pm. Save the date!  
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR   

 

DEI-LY WORSHIP 
(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.) 
 

● Sanctuary Choir has been hard at work. We welcomed new voices                     
to our group in October. While we prepare our weekly anthem we also work                           
ahead to learn the music for our special holiday services like Thanksgiving Eve and                           
Advent Lessons and Carols. In between practices we had a great time contributing                         
to the sugar haze at Trick or Trunk! Thanks to all the choir members who helped                               
out. 

 
● Bell Choir is hard at work preparing special effects for Advent! We can’t wait to play arrangements of                                   

“Masters in This Hall” and “I Wonder as I Wander” for the congregation. Listen for the cool “singing                                   
bell” technique--so beautiful! 
 

● Recorder Ensemble had fun playing for services in October. We expanded to include strings in some                               
of our arrangements. Our group is growing!   
 

● Questions? Email Kathy music@mygloriadei.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

PRESCHOOL  
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!  
 

This month our students will use the Thanksgiving season to talk about                       
gratitude, family, and all the good things life offers a preschooler. Thanksgiving                       
also brings beautiful colors and aromas which will be seen in our classroom art,                           
science, and sensory areas.  
 
We will be bringing back our Annual Thanksgiving Feast on Wednesday,                     
November 20th. We haven’t had our feast since prior to construction days, so we                           

are quite excited to have this event back. We will serve a feast, family style, to all our preschool students and                                         
their families; quite a task, but worth the pleasure! May your Thanksgiving season give you time to pause to                                     
count your blessings. 
 

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words,  
but to live by them.”    John F Kennedy 
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OKTOBERFEST 
AT IT’S BEST! 
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GROWING TOGETHER! 
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.) 
 
WOMEN’S ONE DAY RETREAT- Saturday, November 2, 9am - 2pm. Retreat features guest speaker Alice                             
Connor. Alice is an Episcopal priest and a chaplain on a college campus. She wrote Fierce: Women of the Bible                                       
and Their Stories of Violence, Mercy, Bravery, Wisdom, Sex, and Salvation and How to Human: An Incomplete                                 
Manual for Living in a Messed-Up World. Cost: $40 includes continental breakfast and lunch.  
 
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - David & Susan Warneke’s home (25262 Barque Way, Dana Point,                               
Phone: 203-952-5657) They meet on varying Monday nights, once per month at 6:30pm and their next                               
meeting is November 4. They are studying the book of Philippians 2:1 - 2:4. 
 
LUNCH AND LEARN: continues on the first Sunday of every month at 11:00am in Bankson Hall with lunch                                   
included. Next meeting: November 3 - Guest speaker Ed Perry, the director of Los Angelitos Orphanage in                                 
Tijuana, will discuss new developments at the orphanage. Upcoming: December 1 - Guest speakers Jodi                             
Reneaud and Kathy Hernandez from Foster All, who will talk about opportunities to assist Foster All’s goal of                                   
enabling A Community for Every Parent and a Parent for Every Child.   
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Knudson Hall with                                 
Pastor David leading the study. Paul Dubow cooks up a tasty breakfast. Their next meeting is November 9,                                   
8am. All men welcome!  
 
HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. Refreshments                             
and social time: 6:30pm; Bible Study: 7pm - 8pm. In November, only meeting on the 12th, at Donna                                   
Combe’s. Location alternates monthly between the homes of Donna Combe (45 Belleza, San Clemente;                           
949-369-5382) and Ann St. Martin (29845 Hiddenwood, Laguna Niguel; 949-933-3906). Study is open to all                             
women. 
 
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY continues Wednesday November 6 & 13 in Knudson Hall at 10am                             
and November 20 in the sanctuary at 10am. (No meeting November 27.) The study is led by a pastor. 
 
THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - Continues on Thursdays at 6:30pm. It is a two year intensive overview of the                                     
entire Bible designed to learn “the big picture” of scripture. This group is now closed as it began the first                                       
week of October. 
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DEI-LY SERVICE 
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving, 
serving “the least of these”, etc.) 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join                         
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson                           
Hall. They will not meet in November as the same date as the Women’s one                             
day retreat. Their next meeting is December 7. If you know of someone in                           
need of a shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson at                         
949-363-8714.  
 
SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity, in San Juan                   
Capistrano, provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members                     
serve at Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am.                       
November 21 is the next volunteer opportunity. Contact Paul Dubow at                     
949-248-8865, if interested.   
 
THE QUILTING GROUP meets the 4th Saturday each month at 9:30am, in                       
Knudson Hall. Quilts are provided to our newly Baptized infants & children.                       
Their next meeting is November 23. If interested in helping, please call                       
Donna Combe at 949-338-5327. 
 
LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY 

● Next trip - November 16 
 
Mark your calendars for two upcoming Los Angelitos / Gloria Dei events: 

1. On Sunday November 3, Ed Perry, Founder & Director of Los Angelitos                       
Orphanage, will be at Gloria Dei for brief presentations at both morning services.                         
He will also be our featured speaker at the Lunch & Learn following the 10 am                               
service. Ed will talk about past, present and future developments at the                       
orphanage. Ed is bringing a couple of the kids with him.  

2. Then on Saturday November 16th a group from Gloria Dei will be visiting                         
the Orphanage in Tijuana Mexico, departing Gloria Dei at 7 am for an action                           
packed day of     
fellowship, great food &       

lots of fun with the children of Los               
Angelitos. We will return to Gloria Dei             
arriving at around 7 pm. 

To learn more, contact David & Susan Warneke at                 
203-952-5657 or 510-967-3211 or speak with a             
pastor. 
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DEI-LY DETAILS 
 
ATTENDANCE AND GEN2GEN OFFERING  
10/6: 331 10/13: 309 10/20: 310 10/27: tbd  
 
GEN2GEN GIVING:  $314,532.12 (Program runs 2018-2020. Goal is $600,000.) 
  
“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,                                 
automatic basis. You can make “one time”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from                               
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available                                   
at the Welcome Table or church office. 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING THROUGH VENMO - download the app on your phone and make your donation to                               
@GloriaDei-DanaPoint. Add where you want it applied in the Venmo required “memo” section. 
 
TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (“text to give”, through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give                                           
to 949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text. 
 
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - “What legacy will you leave?” Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in                                 
your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please consider doing so. 
 
COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE - The City Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing regarding the                           
proposed Gloria Dei Columbarium on Monday, October 28, 2019, 6pm at Dana Point Community Center                             
(34052 Del Obispo Street). Questions, speak with a pastor. 
 
A growing number of local churches provide columbarium niches on their grounds. People increasingly                           
choose a local columbarium because of a strong desire to be laid to rest on the grounds of the church they                                         
loved and served. Proximity makes it convenient for loved ones to visit and remain connected. The cost of                                   
columbarium interment is also considerably less than the cost of burial at a cemetery. 
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THANKS  
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.) 
 
This thank you note is in response to the gifts we gave to our synod, received by Lutheran Disaster Response in                                         
August 2019: 
Dear People of Gloria Dei, 
Thank you! Your gifts will support people whose lives have been interrupted by disaster. From destruction,                               
there is hope.  
The Rev. Robin Brown - Mission Funding Director, Congregations 
 
Dear Friends at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,  
Thank you for your donation! Your generosity and commitment ensures Pacific Lutheran Theological                         
Seminary is able to better serve our students, faculty, and community members. We are grateful for your                                 
gift, which is transforming lives & helping us fulfill our mission of equipping leaders for the church &  world.  
With appreciation - Raymond Pickett, Rector 
 
From a little angel at Los Angelitos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…” 
 
HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Debbie Campominosi, Jack Doerr, Ingrid Schuller, Mary Lou and                               
Denny Walters,  Harry and Jean Meinholtz, and Gwen Layritz, and Gunther Wittich.  
 
PRAYERS OF COMFORT - Please pray for those affected by wildfires & other natural & manmade disasters. 
 
PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women now serving around the world.   
 
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414. 
 
 

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629 
Church Office: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;   
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209 
Website: mygloriadei.org;  
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org 
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint  

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org  
Pastor Sabrina Vasta pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org  

Carol Weinhardt  gloriadei@mygloriadei.org;  
Shelli Parajeckas preschool@mygloriadei.org;  

Paige Gulck  youth@mygloriadei.org;  
Barbara Collins sundayschool@mygloriadei.org    

Susie Boland fellowship@mygloriadei.org;  
Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org;  

Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org   
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DEI-LY DUTIES   
 

NOVEMBER 2019 VOLUNTEERS  
8:30am 10:00am 

ACOLYTE (month) Lucas Aga Sam Flippin 
COMMUNION ASST Phil Furlong Bethany Griffin 
(month) Sandy Furlong Frank Hettmann 

Sandy Hall Lisa Mers  
USHER (month) Don Caskey Donna Combe 

Debbie Holzkamp Jerry Combe 
 
LECTORS 8:30am 10:00am 5:00pm   
11/3 L. Fettis S. Warneke C. Simpson 
11/10 D. Holzkamp W. Johnson M. Van Ness 
11/17 C. Collins B. Prock G. Boicey 
11/24 C. Weinhardt D. Pysz J. Contestabile 

 
REFRESHMENTS   ALTAR GUILD 
11/3 M & W. Wilson Gloria Dei L. Mers 
11/10 D. & G. Blanda S. & T. Lund M. Dubow 
11/17 J. & K. Hallowell L. Mers & S. Miller K. Gray 
11/24 J. Olson M. & R. Bacon B. Richards 
 
WELCOME CENTER   
11/3 B. & B. Gillespie C. & K. Anderson 

  11/10 S. Manville/G. Sels A. & J. St. Martin  
11/17 K. Desmond T. Seibert 
11/24 J. Olson  

 
 

DECEMBER 2019 VOLUNTEERS  
8:30am 10:00am 

ACOLYTE (month) Gabby Susag Tanner Boland  
COMMUNION ASST Phil Furlong Bethany Griffin 
(month) Sandy Furlong Frank Hettmann 

Sandy Hall Lisa Mers  
USHER (month) Don Caskey Donna Combe 

Debbie Holzkamp Jerry Combe 
 
LECTORS 8:30am 10:00am 5:00pm   
12/1 J. Adams J. St. Martin B. Mesa 
12/8 G. Enright J. Combe E. Mills 
12/15 M. Dubow P. Johnson J. Moyer 
12/22 B. Jonas J. Easton B. Ramsey 
12/29 C. Asis A. Hettmann C. Simpson 

 
REFRESHMENTS   ALTAR GUILD 
12/1 M & V. Frost Gloria Dei L. Mers 
12/8 D. & S. Caskey J. Hettmann M. Dubow 
12/15 J. Skraba D. & D. Pysz N. Smith 
12/22 D. Boyd A. & J. St. Martin B. Cummings 
12/29 J. Cox J. & S. Grady D. Pysz 
 
WELCOME CENTER   
12/1 J. Skraba S. & T. Lund 

  12/8 D. & T. Boyd V. Anderson  
12/15 B. & B. Gillespie L. Schultz 
12/22 D. Kelly M. Bacon 
12/29 K. Desmond P. Kramer 
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NOVEMBER 2019 

 
(See Calendar on Website:  http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )  
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