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Dear Gloria Dei family, 
 
We have a few statements that kick around GDLC alot: 

● Grace​ changes everything. 
● Our mission is to reflect Christ’s ​hope​. 
● Gen2Gen (“One ​generation​ will praise Thy works to another…” Psalm 145) 

 
Those 3 actually build on each other: Grace (God’s love in Jesus) drives us outward to share His love with                                       
others and that is the hope of life. The way we’ve chosen to focus on sharing that hope is generationally.   
 
As you look through the newsletter, I hope everything - programs, fellowship, music, ministry, education,                             
youth groups, the preschool, all the events, Rally Sunday, and more - reflect those three priorities. 
 
All three are too good to keep to ourselves. Will you help share them? Will you pray for our outreach?  
 
Four events reflect those 3 statements and are certainly worth sharing with others: 1) ​Dr. Rev. John Nunes                                   
(President of Concordia-New York/past CEO of Lutheran World Relief) will be speaking on Sunday,                           
September 1 (8:30am and 10am). He is a very sought after communicator. 2) Our fall theme beginning                                 
September 15 is ​“Always Room at the Table” and will look at Jesus’ most incredible parables in Luke 15. 3)                                       
A ​progressive dinner - a great way to get to know people from other services - is Saturday, September 28.                                       
4) The first ​“Lunch & Learn” - I will be leading the discussion ​4dm-The Fourth Day Movement​. ‘But Pastor                                     
David, you’ve already done this?’ Yes, and I plan to do it every year... as a reminder to keep sharing God’s                                         
grace. Pastor Sabrina is putting together a wonderful “Lunch and Learn” calendar. Join in! 
 
Peace, 

 
Pastor David R. Mattson 
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA 

 

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light 
Rally Sunday! 
 
ral·ly 1 
(răl′ē) 
1. To call together for a common purpose; assemble 
ral·lies 
1.  A gathering, especially one intended to inspire enthusiasm for a cause 

Rally Sunday is a long-held tradition in many churches that typically takes place in                             
early September as a way of kicking off or resuming church programs and activities after a summer break.                                   
But Rally Sunday is more than that. Rally Sunday is about renewal. It is a renewal of energy, a renewal of                                         
commitment, and a renewal of discipleship around a common purpose. Summer is meant to be a time of                                   
rest and relaxation, but in our contemporary society, summer can actually be a more hectic time, often                                 
involving travel, trying to catch up with friends and relatives that we haven’t seen, projects around the                                 
church or around the home, or occupying children who are off on break (Yes! Yes! Yes! Preschool couldn’t                                   
start soon enough for me and my family!). 

And so as summer has drawn to a close, it is necessary to experience a different kind of renewal. We need a                                           
renewal of energy when it comes to our spiritual life. The busier we are, the more difficult it can be to spend                                           
time working on our spiritual life. But when we come together as a congregation, it can be easier to be                                       
energized for Bible studies, worship, and fellowship. Rally Sunday is also a great reminder that we need to                                   
be constantly recommitting ourselves to our relationship with God. And finally, Rally Sunday is intended to                               
inspire enthusiasm for the cause of discipleship through worship, fellowship, learning and service. 

Please join us this Rally Sunday for a time of renewal! 

 

 

REV. DR. JOHN NUNES 

President John Nunes from Concordia College in NY, who was the featured                       
speaker at our Synod Assembly last spring, will be speaking at Gloria Dei at                           
the morning services on Sunday, September 1 (8:30am, 10am). 
 
Dr. Nunes is a much in demand speaker and will be preaching on our                           
summer theme - The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 7:12-23). Invite a                       
friend to join you for this inspirational morning. 
 
He has to catch a flight right after the second service, so he will be doing a 
brief talk in between morning services with Q&A. 

 
Nunes, previously taught at Valparaiso University and was President and                   
Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran World Relief (LWR). 
 
Nunes is the author of ​Voices from the City: Issues and Images of Urban Preaching​ and, with his wife, Monique, 
the children's book ​Little Things Make Big Differences: A Story about Malaria​. 

 
 

 

2 



mailto:fellowship@mygloriadei.org
mailto:gillespierm@gmail.com

