Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

DEI-LY LIGHT

SEPTEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,
We have a few statements that kick around GDLC alot:
● Grace changes everything.
● Our mission is to reflect Christ’s h
 ope.
● Gen2Gen (“One generation will praise Thy works to another…” Psalm 145)
Those 3 actually build on each other: Grace (God’s love in Jesus) drives us outward to share His love with
others and that is the hope of life. The way we’ve chosen to focus on sharing that hope is generationally.
As you look through the newsletter, I hope everything - programs, fellowship, music, ministry, education,
youth groups, the preschool, all the events, Rally Sunday, and more - reflect those three priorities.
All three are too good to keep to ourselves. Will you help share them? Will you pray for our outreach?
Four events reflect those 3 statements and are certainly worth sharing with others: 1) Dr. Rev. John Nunes
(President of Concordia-New York/past CEO of Lutheran World Relief) will be speaking on Sunday,
September 1 (8:30am and 10am). He is a very sought after communicator. 2) Our fall theme beginning
September 15 is “Always Room at the Table” and will look at Jesus’ most incredible parables in Luke 15. 3)
A progressive dinner - a great way to get to know people from other services - is Saturday, September 28.
4) The first “Lunch & Learn” - I will be leading the discussion 4dm-The Fourth Day Movement. ‘But Pastor
David, you’ve already done this?’ Yes, and I plan to do it every year... as a reminder to keep sharing God’s
grace. Pastor Sabrina is putting together a wonderful “Lunch and Learn” calendar. Join in!
Peace,
Pastor David R. Mattson
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light
Rally Sunday!

ral·ly 1
(răl′ē)
1. To call together for a common purpose; assemble
ral·lies
1. A gathering, especially one intended to inspire enthusiasm for a cause
Rally Sunday is a long-held tradition in many churches that typically takes place in
early September as a way of kicking off or resuming church programs and activities after a summer break.
But Rally Sunday is more than that. Rally Sunday is about renewal. It is a renewal of energy, a renewal of
commitment, and a renewal of discipleship around a common purpose. Summer is meant to be a time of
rest and relaxation, but in our contemporary society, summer can actually be a more hectic time, often
involving travel, trying to catch up with friends and relatives that we haven’t seen, projects around the
church or around the home, or occupying children who are off on break (Yes! Yes! Yes! Preschool couldn’t
start soon enough for me and my family!).
And so as summer has drawn to a close, it is necessary to experience a different kind of renewal. We need a
renewal of energy when it comes to our spiritual life. The busier we are, the more difficult it can be to spend
time working on our spiritual life. But when we come together as a congregation, it can be easier to be
energized for Bible studies, worship, and fellowship. Rally Sunday is also a great reminder that we need to
be constantly recommitting ourselves to our relationship with God. And finally, Rally Sunday is intended to
inspire enthusiasm for the cause of discipleship through worship, fellowship, learning and service.
Please join us this Rally Sunday for a time of renewal!

REV. DR. JOHN NUNES
President John Nunes from Concordia College in NY, who was the featured
speaker at our Synod Assembly last spring, will be speaking at Gloria Dei at
the morning services on Sunday, September 1 (8:30am, 10am).
Dr. Nunes is a much in demand speaker and will be preaching on our
summer theme - The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 7:12-23). Invite a
friend to join you for this inspirational morning.
He has to catch a flight right after the second service, so he will be doing a
brief talk in between morning services with Q&A.
Nunes, previously taught at Valparaiso University and was President and
Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran World Relief (LWR).
Nunes is the author of V
 oices from the City: Issues and Images of Urban Preaching and, with his wife, Monique,
the children's book Little Things Make Big Differences: A Story about Malaria.
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP

WELCOME - Please welcome our new Congregational Life Director, Susie Boland! She
can be reached at f ellowship@mygloriadei.org or at the office at 949-493-3414.
RALLY SUNDAY BRUNCH - September 8, following each morning service, we will
have a delicious brunch to help kick off the new season of Bible studies, choir, etc.
There will also be a balloon twister for kids (and adults).
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of
each month at 3pm. The group will be meeting again on September 16. They will be
reading Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. If you
are interested in joining the book club, please contact Diane Kelly at 949-493-9632.
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART (AGTA) - This group will meet quarterly this year. Their next meeting will
be Thursday, September 19, 6:00pm - 7:30pm, in Bankson Hall & the theme will be Oceanic Waves and
Composition. It will also be a Paint-n-Sip event! (Bring your own beverage & snacks). All artists and anyone
interested in art are welcome. A donation will be requested to cover the cost of canvas, paint & brushes.
Limit: 15. Please contact Jane Zeiger at 949-235-4359 to sign up and get more details.
WOMEN’S BUNCO - Friday, September 20, 6pm in Bankson Hall. No experience is necessary! Just bring an
appetizer or dessert to share and be ready to have fun. Cost: $5 plus a food donation for FAM (Family
Assistance Ministries) - see the handout for urgent needs.
MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at different host’s homes. Their next
meeting will be September 24. For more information go to the website: Gloriabc.com or contact Bob
Gillespie at gillespierm@gmail.com.
PROGRESSIVE DINNER - We will be having a progressive dinner September 28, 5pm. The dinner will begin at
the Desmonds. More details will be coming soon. Sign-up!
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP? If you would like to begin another small group, speak with one of the pastors.
UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: Oktoberfest, October 12, 5pm; Trick or Trunk, October 28, 5:30pm.
CAR
RALLY
FUN!
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PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH NEWS J UNIOR & SENIOR HIGH
YOUTH SUMMER TRIP - WOW what a trip to Mammoth! A special thank you to
the Jennings Family for the use of their cabin! The kids had a great time doing
all sorts of stuff! Check out the photos below!

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ICE CREAM SOCIAL - Sunday,
September 22 - Time TBD. Come to an ice cream
social with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in San
Clemente. Let’s meet some new kids and “chill” eating ice cream, of course.
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION - Confirmation orientation for all 6th-8th graders and their parents will be
held Sunday, September 8 at 11:00am. At this meeting you will receive the calendar for the year and sign up
for acolyting. New confirmation students will also meet their mentors at this meeting. Incoming 6th graders
and any new 7th or 8th grade confirmation students, please sign up at the Welcome Table.
CONFIRMATION MINI GOLF - All confirmation students and their mentors are invited for a night of mini
golf and ice cream on Friday, September 27. Meet at the church at 5:45pm to carpool to Boomers in Irvine.
Sign up at the Welcome Table.
CONFIRMATION CLASSES - will begin on Sunday, October 6 from 11:00am - 1:00pm in Knudson Hall and
will continue on the first Sunday of each month. Lunch will be served.
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BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

(Sunday school, Young Children’s Events and Ministry)
SUNDAY SCHOOL (preschool-5th) - Offered during Sunday worship at
8:30am and 10am. Children are invited to leave with the Sunday School
leader after the children’s message and they will return for Communion.
Questions, speak with Barb (sundayschool@mygloriadei.org).
Sunday school is on break, starts up again September 15, 2019.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED - Sign up for this wonderful
opportunity to “plant seeds of faith” in our youth. There will be a
planning/training session on Saturday, September 7th at 9am in the Sunday school room, upstairs in
Knudson Hall.
REFORMATION SUNDAY (October 27) - 2 big events happening related to children at GDLC: 1) 3rd graders
are presented Bibles. 2) Trick or Trunk (with the In & Out truck) takes place at 5:30pm. Mark your calendars
now for these important and fun events.
KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP

(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.)

Sanctuary Choir Kick-off/Sing Through: Saturday, September 7, 2019 - 9am
- meet in the courtyard by Baptismal Fountain for light breakfast,
get-to-know-you, and run through a bunch of music for the year. All teens and
adults are welcome! This is a great day to meet people and to sing just for the fun
of it. Our first sing in church is the next morning, Sunday, September 8. Regular
rehearsals begin Thursday, September 12 at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary.
●
●
●

Bell Choir begins Thursday, September 12 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. New ringers, we have a place
for you!
Recorder Ensemble begins Thursday, September 12 at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary. New members
welcome!
Questions? Email Kathy music@mygloriadei.org

MEMBERSHIP AT GLORIA DEI
There are two ways to officially join the Gloria Dei family:
1) Transfer your membership from another Lutheran church
- to do this, simply call the church office, or 2) Attend the
Adult Inquiry class, which is for those from a non-Lutheran
background and is offered Saturday, September 14, 9am in
the Conference Room. To everyone joining, a new member
luncheon is held Sunday, September 15, noon. New members will be received officially during worship on
Sunday, September 22. Mark your calendars now.
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SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL

Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
Preschool is off to a great start. We are completely full and our students are
settling in. We are so thankful for the renovated bathrooms. Many thanks to
Steve Weiss, Chris LaBelle, Tom Vlahos, and Bill Jonas, and many others.
Bible Sunday - This month we will welcome our new families with Preschool Bible
Sunday on September 22nd; our new students will receive a Bible and our oldest
class of students will sing.
Grandparents Day - We will also celebrate grandparents with Grandparents Day on September 25th. They
will be on campus playing like preschoolers! We will treat them to coffee, donuts, and lots of love.
Preschool is the first stepping stone in a child’s educational journey, and we are excited for their growth.
“Our task is to help children communicate with the world using all their potential, strengths, and languages; and to
overcome any obstacle presented by our culture.” -Loris Malaguzzi

BISHOP TAYLOR’S MESSAGE

The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you;
you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt:
I am the Lord your God. - Leviticus 19:34
At the recent 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, a memorial was amended to
include language naming the ELCA a "sanctuary church body". What does this
mean for our denomination and for the congregations of the Pacifica Synod?
First, let me tell you what it does NOT mean. It does not call for any
congregation to do anything illegal. It does not call for congregations that do not wish to do so to house or shelter
immigrants.
It does call for our congregations to work for conditions that will enable immigrants to be safe, particularly as they
legally apply for entry into the United States. We have seen the effects of family separation on news programs, and
have read reports about unsanitary conditions in holding "camps" where immigrants who are legally applying for
asylum are housed... Jesus calls us to love God by loving our neighbor. We are called to love immigrants by doing what
we can to advocate for their safety and security.
The ELCA is also concerned about the safety of immigrants who are denied asylum. We and our ecumenical partners
work in their countries of origin so that those who are deported can find safety and employment opportunities when
they are returned. Those in Honduras who have utilized these services have a high (88-95%) rate of staying at home
rather than seeking to return to the U.S.
Finally, I urge us all to pray not only for immigrants, but also for Border Patrol Agents, Homeland Security workers,
immigration attorneys, and immigration court judges. We are called to love all of our neighbors, and while our country
is divided on many issues related to immigration, the just treatment of immigrants that secures their safety is often in
the hands of those who work in the system, some of whom are ELCA members. We pray for them, that they may do
what is just and provide safety to the most vulnerable in our immigration system.
May God help us to do as God commands, to love God and love our neighbor.

Yours In Christ,
Bishop Andy Taylor (Pacifica Synod, ELCA)

GROWING TOGETHER!

(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - David & Susan Warneke’s home (25262 Barque Way, Dana Point,
Phone: 203-952-5657) They meet on varying Monday nights, once per month at 6:30pm and their next
meeting is September 9. They are studying the book of Philippians 1:12 - 1:18.
LUNCH AND LEARN: meets the first Sunday of each month beginning October 6 from 11:00 - 12:30. In
October, Pastor David will lead a discussion on his book, 4DM: The Fourth Day Movement. The Fourth Day
Movement is about what happens after the joy and triumph of celebrating Christ’s resurrection on Easter.
How do Christians share that amazing news with the people we meet in ways that are comfortable and
affirming? Lunch will be served.
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Knudson Hall with
Pastor David leading the study. Paul Dubow cooks up a tasty breakfast, so if you are interested in a good
men’s study group, this may be just the “treat” for you. All men welcome!
HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. Refreshments
and social time: 6:30pm; Bible Study: 7pm - 8pm. Their next meeting is September 24. The location
alternates monthly between the homes of Donna Combe (45 Belleza, San Clemente; 949-369-5382) and Ann
St. Martin (29845 Hiddenwood, Laguna Niguel; 949-933-3906). This study is open to all women.
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY will begin on Wednesday, September 11 and will continue every
Wednesday in Knudson Hall at 10am. The study is led by a pastor.
THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - A new Bethel class begins October 3, 6:30pm. It is a two year intensive overview
of the entire Bible. Please pray about your participation. It is a commitment, but so worthwhile - as you learn
“the big picture” of scripture.
NEW STUDY - 6-week focus on spiritual practices based on the book Every Breath We Take: Living in the
Presence, Love, and Generosity of God by Terry Wardle. Wednesdays, Sept 4 - Oct 9 at 2pm and 7pm. Led by
Jim and Neta Wenrick.
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DEI-LY SERVICE

(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving,
serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson
Hall. They will meet on September 7. If you know of someone in need of a
shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson at 949-363-8714.
THE QUILTING GROUP meets the 4th Saturday each month at 9:30am, in
Knudson Hall. Quilts are provided to our newly Baptized infants &
children. Their group is cancelled in September, but will meet again
October 26. If interested in helping, please call Donna Combe at
949-338-5327.
SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity, in San Juan
Capistrano, provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei
members serve at Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at
8:30am. September 21 is the next volunteer opportunity. Contact Paul
Dubow at 949-248-8865, if interested.
LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY
Next trip - November 16
You don’t need to go to make a difference. S
 ix ways you can support Los
Angelitos without traveling to the orphanage.
1. Prayer. Pray for the children. Pray for Ed Perry, their director. Pray for
their caretakers. Pray for financial stability. Pray for those who go on the
mission trips.
2. Help those that go to Los Angelitos with your time & talents. Here are

3.
4.
5.
6.

some examples:
a. Crafts - Share ideas, help them prepare & organize ahead of time.
b. Meals - Help with planning & shopping, or donate food & water.
c. Van Return - Return the van from Gloria Dei to Costa Mesa after they return from Los
Angelitos.
d. Ask - Prior to each trip, ask how you can help.
Encourage - Encourage them before & after the trip. Ask about the children. Thank them.
Planning - Attend Los Angelitos planning meetings. Invite family & friends.
Awareness - Create awareness about Los Angelitos mission trips with others outside church.
Regular Funding - Gloria Dei supports Los Angelitos through regular offerings, but if you would like to
make a special donation: Go to www.losangelitos.org.

To learn more, contact David & Susan Warneke at 203-952-5657 or 510-967-3211 or speak with a pastor.
PARADISE FIRE RECOVERY
This summer, two events helped Paradise, California’s continued
recovery from horrific fires - Concert for Paradise (Fred Johnson,
Kathy Person, Mallory Bacon) and also Vacation Bible School kids
collected coins for Paradise Lutheran Church and Lutheran Disaster
Response. $2059.00 was raised. Well done!
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DEI-LY DETAILS
ATTENDANCE AND GEN2GEN OFFERING
7/7: 290
7/14: 287
7/21: 301
7/28: 291
8/4: 284
8/11: 245
GEN2GEN GIVING: $306,157.12 (Program runs 2018-2020. Goal is $600,000.)

8/18: 301

8/25: tbd

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. You can make “one time”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available
at the Welcome Table or church office.
TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give to
949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text.
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - “What legacy will you leave?” Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in
your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your church, please consider doing so.
COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE - The City held an Administrative hearing on July 3, 2019, to consider our
request to install the columbarium. Based on the neighborhood comments received at the hearing, Planning
staff has forwarded the matter to the Planning Commission for a decision. The public hearing has been
tentatively scheduled for October 14, 2019. Further updates will be provided as we get closer to that date.
A growing number of local churches provide columbarium niches on their grounds. People increasingly
choose a local columbarium because of a strong desire to be laid to rest on the grounds of the church they
loved and served. Proximity makes it convenient for loved ones to visit and remain connected. The cost of
columbarium interment is also considerably less than the cost of burial at a cemetery.

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION
33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479;
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org;
Email: g
 loriadei@mygloriadei.org
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint

Pastor David R. Mattson p
 astordavid@mygloriadei.org
Pastor Sabrina Vasta pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org
Carol Weinhardt g
 loriadei@mygloriadei.org;
Shelli Parajeckas p
 reschool@mygloriadei.org;
Paige Gulck y
 outh@mygloriadei.org;
Barbara Collins s undayschool@mygloriadei.org
Susie Boland f ellowship@mygloriadei.org;
Kathy Person m
 usic@mygloriadei.org;
Fred Johnson o
 rganist@mygloriadei.org
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THANKS

(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)
Thank you very much for the prayer shawl. It sits perfectly at the edge of my bed. Praise the Lord!
Alex Bicknell
Dear Pastor David and Pastor Sabrina,
I wanted to thank you both & the congregation for the support you have given me. I really appreciate
the care packages and the scholarship Gloria Dei generously awarded me. I am having an amazing
experience at Cal Lutheran.
I have interesting classes and professors, met good friends and have also added a music minor to my
studies. This past year, I traveled with the choir as part of the accompanying string quartet. We played at
Lutheran churches up the coast to Seattle. It was a great experience and the first time I have traveled to
Oregon and Wasington.
I am working up here also, but hope to get home to Dana Point to visit this summer.
Sincerely, Justus Miertschin
Dear Pastor David and Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
Greetings from BJ, China!
I received reports from ELCA of Chicago for your donations totalling $13,317.00. Thanks so very much for
your faithful and generous support in both prayer and finances! Your partnership to this ministry is greatly
needed and appreciated . I am very grateful to God for all you have done in Christ’s love!
Your Missionary in China
Dear Gloria Dei,
Thank you for your help at the car rally bbq and to everyone who helped us make our summer youth trip a
reality. It was amazing!
Paige, Anne, Ava, Carter, Connor, Danica, Erik, Gabby, Gabe, Preslee and Tiana
Dear Gloria Dei,
Thank you for the love and help that you give us and
for being the angel that takes care of us
Love,
Hector and Glenda (Los Angelitos)

DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”
HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Debbie Campominosi, Jack Doerr, Ingrid Schuller, Mary Lou and
Denny Walters, Harry and Jean Meinholtz, and Gwen Layritz, Joyce Jensen.
PRAYERS OF COMFORT - Prayers for the families mourning the loss of Harvey Anderson and Vera Williams.
PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women now serving around the world.
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.
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DEI-LY DUTIES
SEPTEMBER 2019 VOLUNTEERS
8:30am

10:00am

J. Adams
C. Backhus
G. Enright
P. Furlong
S. Furlong

C. Clisby
D Combe
J. Combe
F. Hettmann
P. Johnson

LECTORS
9/1
9/8
9/15
9/22
9/29

8:30am
K. Hallowell
D. Boyd
P. Weiss
T. Boyd
J. Doorn

10:00am
M. Atkinson
B. Griffin
R. Bacon
S. Miller
A. Broderick

5:00pm
B. Ramsey
C. Simpson
M. Van Ness
G. Boicey
J. Contestabile

REFRESHMENTS
9/1
9/8
9/15
9/22
9/29

J. & K. Hallowell
K. Desmond
D. & S. Caskey
D. & T. Boyd
J. Cox

M. Bise
J. Hettmann
D. & D. Pysz
A. & J. St. Martin
A. & J. St. Martin

ALTAR GUILD
G. Rightmire
P. Weiss
M. Dubow
B. Richards
D. Pysz

WELCOME CENTER
9/1
9/8
9/15
9/22
9/29

S.Manville/G. Sels
C. Weinhardt
J. Olson
D. & T. Boyd
K. Desmond

L. Schultz
V. Anderson
M. Bacon
T. Seibert
A. & J. St. Martin

ACOLYTE (month)
COMMUNION ASST
(month)
USHER (month)

OCTOBER 2019 VOLUNTEERS
ACOLYTE (month)
COMMUNION ASST
(month)

8:30am

10:00am

K. Chernekoff
H. Nurminen

R. Grefsrud
W. Johnson
L. Schultz
W. Knottnerus
L. Mers

FOUNTAIN CARE

USHER (month)

L. Morgan
W. Morgan

LECTORS
10/6
10/13
10/20
10/27

8:30am
G. LaBelle
K. Doorn
S. Guilliams
J. Hallowell

10:00am
S. Boland
D. Pysz
R. Grefsrud

5:00pm
B. Mesa
E. Mills
J. Moyer
B. Ramsey

REFRESHMENTS
10/6
10/13
10/20
10/27

B. & B. Gillespie
M. & W. Wilson
D. & S. Caskey
K. Martino

Gloria Dei
L. Mers/S. Miller
D. & D. Pysz
M. Atkinson

ALTAR GUILD
S. Miller
P. Weiss
L. Mers
N. Smith

WELCOME CENTER
10/6
10/13
10/20
10/27

J. Skraba
S. Manville/G. Sels
D. Kelly
J. Olson

G. Sherwood
P. Kramer
C. Clisby
S. Behnke
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FOUNTAIN CARE

SEPTEMBER 2019

(See Calendar on Website: h
 ttp://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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