
  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

DEI-LY LIGHT 

JULY/AUGUST 2019 NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear Gloria Dei family, 
 
We continue our summer series on The Sermon on the Mount - The Upside Down/Inside Out Kingdom.                                 
It begins with the Beatitudes: ”Blessed are you…” Not, blessed are you, if you do this or that or, blessed are                                         
you, if you don’t do this or that. It all starts with blessing, in other words, it begins with God’s blessing -                                           
grace.   
 
In preparation for this series, I’m recalling words by author Anne Lamott: “Grace is spiritual WD-40, or water                                   
wings… The movement of grace is what changes us, heals us and heals our world. To summon grace, say,                                     
‘Help,’ and then buckle up. Grace finds you exactly where you are, but it doesn't leave you where it found                                       
you. And grace won't look like Casper the Friendly Ghost, regrettably. But the phone will ring or the mail will                                       
come and then against all odds, you'll get your sense of humor about yourself back. Laughter really is                                   
carbonated holiness. It helps us breathe again and again and gives us back to ourselves, and this gives us                                     
faith in life and each other. And remember -- grace always bats last…” 
 
Jesus begins The Sermon on the Mount with blessing, with grace. He then goes on to show us all grace -                                         
through His life, death, and resurrection. His unconditional love is not only the “WD-40 or water wings,” grace                                   
is also the power and the energy “to be merciful, the peacemakers, to hunger and thirst for righteousness…” 
 
But it all starts with grace, again, and again, and again... 
 
Peace, 

 
Pastor David R. Mattson 
 
P.S. If you’re traveling this summer, bring me back a bulletin. I like to see whatever churches are doing. I                                       
don’t get out much! 
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA 

 

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light 
The Heart of Light 
 
One of my kids’ favorite songs to sing right now is This Little Light of Mine. It has                                   
action (hold up your fingers like a really bright light). It has shouting (“Hide it                             
under a bushel? No!”). It has repetitiveness (“Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine”). 
  
As I began preparing for our summer sermon series on The Sermon on the Mount                             
from Matthew 5, I was reminded of this “children’s” song that is actually really a                             
great song for all of us, no matter our age. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount contains                               
one of my favorite verses in all of scripture: 

 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it                                                 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your                                                 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). 
  
That last verse is one that we quote during every single baptism. But it does beg the question: How are we                                         
supposed to let our light shine? How much light should we be shining? And how do we know if our light is                                           
bright enough? 
  
Like everything that Jesus says during this most beautiful sermon, the point is not the literalness of the                                   
words but rather the heart behind the words. Just like The Beatitudes, we aren’t supposed to take Jesus’                                   
words and use them as a measuring stick for our lives. What matters is what – or should I say who – is the                                               
motivation behind our thoughts and our actions. Light and brightness is only possible because of the                               
Creator. If we want to be a light in our world, we can only do so with the help of Christ. Just like light changes                                                 
the way things look around us – whether it is a lamp lighting a room or the rising sun lighting up our world –                                               
when we live our life with Christ at the center, we will also change the way things look in our environment.                                         
It’s not about the amount of light or brightness; it is all about who is creating that light in our lives to begin                                             
with. That is the heart of the matter. 
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SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR 

 

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP 
WELCOME - Please welcome our new Congregational Life Director, Susie Boland! She                       
can be reached at fellowship@mygloriadei.org or at the office at 949-493-3414. 
 
CHURCH PICNIC - We look forward to seeing you all at the Church Picnic at Dana                               
Woods park on Sunday, June 30th, 12pm. We will be playing Bocce Ball, Corn Hole                             
and hopefully enjoying a “warm” summer day!  More details to follow. 
Additionally, if you have any ideas for some “happenings” at our wonderful church,                         
please contact me.   
 
ANGEL GAME - Angel Game - July 15, 7pm, Seats in the “Trout Farm,” special                             
giveaway, $25, first-come, first-served. Sign up at the Welcome Table or call the                         
office, 949-493-3414 to reserve your ticket. 

 
WOMEN’S SUCCULENT PLANTING PARTY - Saturday, August 3, 10am on the patio outside of the sanctuary.                               
Succulents and planters will be provided, as well as a professional gardener who will guide us in how to                                     
create beautiful succulent designs. Cost: $35. Coffee and snacks will be available. Sign up at the Welcome                                 
Table. 
 
CHURCH BEACH PARTY - August 18, 12pm. Meet up anytime after 12pm for fun in the sun. Dinner served at                                       
5pm. Grilled hot dogs, s’mores and water will be provided by Gloria Dei. Please bring a side dish to share. As                                         
it gets closer, look for a sign up at the Welcome Table. Location TBD.  
 
FANTASY FOOTBALL - August 24, 8am - 5:30pm  
The following is when each league will draft: 

●  League Two - 8am until 10:30. Bagels will be served. 
●  League One - 10:30am until 1pm.   Sandwiches, chips and beverages will be served. 
●  League Three - 1pm until 3:30 pm. Sandwiches, chips and beverages will be served. 
●  League Four - 3:30pm until 5:30 pm. Sandwiches, chips and beverages will be served. 

We have a few openings for new owners so contact Matthew or Paul Dubow at 949-248-8865, to enroll.                                   
Please bring your $25 entry fee to the draft. 
 
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART CO-OP - This group is taking a break for the summer. They will reconvene                                   
in September.  Details: Jane Zeiger 949-235-4359.  
 
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday of each month at 3pm. The                                     
group is on summer break and will be meeting again on September 16. They will be reading Holy Envy: Finding                                       
God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. If you are interested in joining the book club, please                                       
contact Diane Kelly at 949-493-9632. 
 
MEN’S BOOK GROUP - Meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at different host’s homes. For more                                   
information go to the website: Gloriabc.com or contact Bob Gillespie at gillespierm@gmail.com. 
 
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP? If you would like to begin another small group/Bible study/gathering, please                           
speak with one of the pastors. 
 
UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: Rally Sunday Brunch - September 8, 11am; Women’s Bunco Night -                           
Friday, September 20, 6pm; Progressive Dinner - September 28, 5pm; Oktoberfest, October 12, 5pm; Trick or                               
Trunk, October 28, 5:30pm.  
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BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
(Sunday school, Young Children’s Events and Ministry) 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (preschool-5th) - Offered during Sunday worship at                   
8:30am and 10am. Children are invited to leave with the Sunday School                       
leader after the children’s message and they will return for Communion.                     
Questions, speak with Barb (sundayschool@mygloriadei.org). 
 

● Sunday school is on break, starts up again September 15, 2019. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED - Sign up for this wonderful                   
opportunity to “plant seeds of faith” in our youth. There will be a                         

planning/training session Saturday, September 7th @ 9am in the Sunday school room, upstairs in Knudson                             
Hall. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 1-3, 5, 9am - 3pm. Ages 5 years old - 5th grade.  

● Fee - $75 for members, $100 for non-members. Multi sibling discount, (3 or more siblings), available                               
upon request.  

● Registration forms will be available at the Welcome Table and in the church office. Invite a friend! 
● Volunteer opportunities will be available as well.  
● Our 2019 VBS Theme is Heroes of Faith 

○ Joshua 1:9: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord                   

your God is with you wherever you go.  
 
 
 
PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR 

 

YOUTH NEWS JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH 
 
YOUTH SUMMER TRIP - Happy Summer! What a great year we had serving                         
others and having fun! Our trip this summer will be to Mammoth Lakes where                           
we’ll get out in nature and enjoy some of God’s greatest creations. Hiking,                         
fishing, star-gazing, and sight-seeing; we have a packed itinerary for 5 days                       
away, from July 27 - July 31. We’ll leave the church Saturday morning and                           
return Wednesday afternoon. There will be a planning meeting between services                     
on July 7 with all the details. Contact Paige @ youth@mygloriadei.org or (949)                         

449-7143 if you are interested in your child attending. 
 
YOUTH SOCK HOP & MEN’S CAR RALLY - July 20 - In order to raise funds for the Mammoth trip, the youth                                           
will be helping at the summer BBQ. 50’s themed everything! Food, games, and fun to be had, along with an                                       
awesome ice cream sundae dessert bar! If your child is interested in going on the trip, they can earn their                                       
way by helping out. For details contact Paige @ youth@mygloriadei.org or (949) 449-7143 
 
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION - Confirmation orientation for all 6th-8th graders and their parents will be                           
held Sunday, September 8 at 11:00am. At this meeting you will receive the calendar for the year and sign up                                       
for acolyting. New confirmation students will also meet their mentors at this meeting. Incoming 6th graders                               
and any new 7th or 8th grade confirmation students, please sign up at the Welcome Table. 
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR   

 

DEI-LY WORSHIP 
(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.) 
 
The Sanctuary Choir, Handbell Choir, & Gloria Dei Recorder Ensemble 
Our music groups are on break until September. Thank you to everyone who                         
provided so much beautiful and inspiring music for our services this season!                       
While our groups take some time off please enjoy the special events happening                         
at Gloria Dei over the summer.   
 
 

UPCOMING: 
● Fred Johnson Concert - July 28, 5pm. Offering will go toward the rebuilding effort in Paradise,                               

California. Enjoy an evening of great music and help out a community in need. 
● Sanctuary Choir Kick-off/Sing Through: Saturday, September 7, 2019 - 9am - meet in the courtyard                             

by Baptismal Fountain for light breakfast, get-to-know-you, and run through a bunch of music for the                               
year. All teens and adults are welcome! This is a great day to meet people and to sing just for the fun                                           
of it. Our first sing in church is the next morning, Sunday, September 8. Regular rehearsals begin                                 
Thursday,  September 12 at 7:30  pm in the sanctuary.  

● Bell Choir begins Thursday, September 12 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. New ringers we have a place                                   
for you! 

● Recorder Ensemble begins Thursday, September 12 at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary. New members                           
welcome! 

● Questions? Email Kathy music@mygloriadei.org  
 
 
 
 
 
SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

PRESCHOOL  
(All things related to the Gloria Dei Lutheran Preschool) 
 
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!  
 

I want to say thank you to the council and congregation for celebrating my 30th                               
year at Gloria Dei! The flowers and gift are deeply appreciated, and I look                           
forward to sharing it with my mom when she comes to visit in July. 
 
I don’t call this “my job”, but my calling. I’ve learned to truly love and appreciate                                 

this calling to plant seeds of faith in an environment where love and kindness matters. Working at Gloria Dei                                     
has not been “work” for me at all; I’m grateful to be able to serve. It’s funny how life really does mold you                                             
with one experience after another, because I’ve grown so much as a person, a teacher, and even in my faith                                       
walk. Thank you for allowing me to serve in the preschool ministry. 
 

“Kindness is a silent smile, a friendly word, a nod of encouragement.  
Kindness is the single most powerful thing we can teach children.”  
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GROWING TOGETHER! 
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.) 
 
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - David & Susan Warneke’s home (25262 Barque Way, Dana Point,                               
Phone: 203-952-5657) They will study Song of Songs 5-8 on Monday, July 1 at 6:30pm and that is the                                     
completion of this series. In August, they will begin the book of Philippians. August 5: Philippians 1:1 - 1:11. 
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY - Meets on Wednesdays for happy hour and Bible study at Luciana’s patio, 24312                                 
Del Prado Ave, Dana Point. The Bible study dates will be: July 10, 17, 24 and 31 at 5pm. This will be related to                                               
summer theme: The Sermon on the Mount (The Upside Down/Inside Out Kingdom). Bring money for drinks.  
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Knudson Hall with                                 
Pastor David leading the study. During June, July and August, they will be on summer break. 
 
HEART LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. Refreshments                             
and social time: 6:30pm; Bible Study: 7pm - 8pm. The location alternates monthly between the homes of                                 
Donna Combe (45 Belleza, San Clemente; 949-369-5382) and Ann St. Martin (29845 Hiddenwood, Laguna                           
Niguel; 949-933-3906). Heart Lifters will break for the summer & reconvene in September. This study is open to                                   
all women. 
 
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY will break from June - August. It will resume September 11 and will                                 
continue every Wednesday in Knudson Hall at 10am. The study is led by a pastor.  
 
THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - A new Bethel class will begin in the fall. It is a two year overview of the Bible.                                             
Please pray about your participation. It is a commitment, but so worthwhile - as you learn “the big picture”                                     
of scripture. 
 
NEW STUDY - 6-week focus on spiritual practices based on the book Every Breath We Take: Living in the                                     
Presence, Love, and Generosity of God by Terry Wardle. Wednesdays, Sept 4 - Oct 9 at 7pm. Led by Jim and                                         
Neta Wenrick.   
 
MEMBERSHIP CLASS (Adult Inquiry) - for those from a non-Lutheran background who desire to officially join                               
the Gloria Dei family, this class is offered Saturday, September 14, 9am in the Conference Room. Mark your                                   
calendars now. 
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DEI-LY SERVICE 
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving, serving “the least of these”, etc.) 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to join                         
their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in Knudson                           
Hall. They are on break for the summer & will meet again on September 7. If                               
you know of someone in need of a shawl or would like more information,                           
call Peggy Johnson at 949-363-8714.  
 
THE QUILTING GROUP meets the 4th Saturday each month at 9:30am, in                       
Knudson Hall. Quilts are provided to our newly Baptized infants & children.                       
Their group is on summer break and will meet again September 28. If                         
interested in helping, please call Donna Combe at 949-338-5327. 
 
SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity, in San Juan                   
Capistrano, provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei members                     
serve at Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am. July 20                            
and August August 17 are the next volunteer opportunities. Contact Paul                      
Dubow at 949-248-8865, if interested.   
 

 
LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY -         
2019 trips: August 24, and November 16 
 
Who should consider joining us? 

● Individuals & families are welcome to join us. 
● Do you have a heart to show the love of Christ to children? 
● Would you like to see the facility to which Gloria Dei has made an                           

annual financial commitment? 
● Do you like to do crafts, play, sing, prepare food, serve, pray or                         

mentor others?  
● Has the Holy Spirit called you to make a difference to future generations? 
● Anyone between the ages of 8 and 80 who can manage a 2 – 3 hour car ride!   

Frequently asked questions: 
Q: Do I need a passport? - Yes, but no visa is required. 
Q: Will I be safe? - There has never been an incident. Probably as safe as at home. 
Q: Is the food and water safe? - Yes, we bring all our food & water with us. 
Q: Do I need to speak Spanish?  - No. 
Q: When do we leave and return? - Departure @ 7:00 AM & return the same day                                 
around 6:00 PM. 
Q: What will we do there? - This not a construction project. We play with the children:                                 
craft projects, piñatas, singing and music, make lunch for everyone, sports and games,                         
etc. 
Q: What about telephones? - Your cell phone will work. Call your provider before you go and they can                                     
adjust your settings.   
Q: Are there toilets? Yes – nothing fancy. 
Q: Do I need special skills? - None. Just a passion to serve and a good sense of humor.  
 
Please join us on a mission trip to Los Angelitos to visit the Little Angels. If you can’t attend a trip to Los                                             
Angelitos, but want to help, we have suggestions. Please contact David & Susan Warneke 203-952-5657 or                                
510-967-3211. 
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DEI-LY DETAILS 
(Anything that has no other place, volunteer lists, prayer requests, special announcements, numbers, and 
figures, a veritable potluck of stuff, jokes…) 
 
ATTENDANCE AND GEN2GEN OFFERING 
6/2: 302  6/9: 305  6/16: 310  6/23: TBD 6/30: TBD   

 
GEN2GEN GIVING:  $302,972.12 (Program runs 2018-2020. Goal is $600,000.) 
  
“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,                                 
automatic basis. You can make “one time”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from                               
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available                                   
at the Welcome Table or church office. 
 
TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give to                                       
949-356-5326. You will receive instructions on how to complete registration via a return text.  
 
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - “What legacy will you leave?” Brochures are available at the Welcome                               
Center! Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your                                         
church, please consider doing so. 
 
COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE - Gloria Dei has submitted an application to the City of Dana Point, requesting                               
permission to install columbarium niches in the Outdoor Chapel and Contemplation Garden area. Members                           
of the Columbarium Committee have met with City planning staff, and a public hearing at the City of Dana                                     
Point will occur July 3. 
 
A growing number of local churches provide or plan to provide columbarium niches on their grounds.                               
People increasingly choose a local columbarium because of a strong desire to be laid to rest on the grounds                                     
of the church they loved and served. Proximity makes it convenient for loved ones to visit and remain                                   
connected. The cost of columbarium interment is also considerably less than the cost of burial at a                                 
cemetery. 
 
Please keep this effort in your prayers and look for another update soon!   
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THANKS  
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.) 
 
Thanks to Melody and Ron Bacon for donating additional Hymnals for our choir, in honor of her mom, 
Audrey Christensen. 
 
Dear Pastor Mattson, Pastor Vasta & the congregation of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,  
 

Thanks you for your support of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. Your generosity brings us great joy as 
we move into the final days of the 2018-2019 academic year.   
 
We are excited to share with you that PLTS just celebrated its 10th Anniversary of becoming the first 
Reconciling in Christ ELCA seminary. Festivities surrounding this landmark occasion in our work toward 
building an inclusive community included celebration, anointing with glitter and rainbow treats. 
 

As we look forward to Commencement and all that is encompassed in the final days of the academic year, 
we are reminded of the warmth of the community that surrounds us through the generosity of people like 
you.  Thank you for your support of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. 
Cal Lutheran University 
 
Dear Gloria Dei, 
 

Thank you for all you do to help me. 
Many blessings to you and the big family in Christ.  
 

With love and affection, 
Abigail (Los Angelitos) 
 
 
 

DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…” 
 
HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Debbie Campominosi, Jack Doerr, Ingrid Schuller, Mary Lou and                               
Denny Walters,  Harry and Jean Meinholtz, and Gwen Layritz.  
 
PRAYERS OF COMFORT - Prayers for the families mourning the loss of Harvey Anderson and Vera Williams. 
 
PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women now serving around the world.   
 
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414. 
 
 
 

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629 
Church Office: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;   
Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209 
Website: mygloriadei.org;  
Email: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org 
Facebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint  

Pastor David R. Mattson pastordavid@mygloriadei.org  
Pastor Sabrina Vasta pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org  

Carol Weinhardt  gloriadei@mygloriadei.org;  
Shelli Parajeckas preschool@mygloriadei.org;  

Paige Gulck  youth@mygloriadei.org;  
Barbara Collins sundayschool@mygloriadei.org    

Susie Boland fellowship@mygloriadei.org;  
Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org;  

Fred Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org   
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DEI-LY DUTIES   
 

JULY 2019 VOLUNTEERS  
8:30am 10:00am 

ACOLYTE (month) Lucas Miertschin 
 

COMMUNION ASST  
(month) J. Adams B. Prock  

D. Boyd D. Pysz 
G. Enright D. Pysz 

USHER (month) M. Bacon J. Cummings 
T. Boyd J. Wenrick 

 
LECTORS 8:30am 10:00am 5:00pm   
7/7 S. Furlong A. Hettmann B. Ramsey 
7/14 K. Desmond S. Schroeder C. Simpson 
7/21 P. Dubow T. Lund M. VanNess 
7/28 D. Macher J. Wenrick G. Boicey 

 
REFRESHMENTS   ALTAR GUILD 
7/7 J. & K. Hallowell S. & T. Lund D. Combe 
7/14 B. Collins D. & D. Pysz G. Rightmire 
7/21 B. & B. Gillespie L. Mers/S. Miller M. Dubow 
7/28 D. & S. Caskey M. Bise Nancy Smith 
 
WELCOME CENTER  FOUNTAIN CARE
7/7 J. Cox M. & R. Bacon 
7/14 J. Skraba V. Anderson  
7/21 K. Dickinson J. Hettmann 
7/28 M. & V. Frost D. & J. Combe  

 
 

AUGUST 2019 VOLUNTEERS  
8:30am 10:00am 

ACOLYTE (month) Gabby Susag Lucas Miertschin 
 

COMMUNION ASST  
(month) S. Hall  M. Atkinson  

P. Weiss L. Brodrick 
S. Weiss J. Wenrick 

USHER (month) D. Ross C. Clisby 
J. Ross M. Clisby 

 
LECTORS 8:30am 10:00am 5:00pm   
8/4 J. Luhan J. St. Martin J. Contestabile 
8/11 D. Chernekoff L. Holmes-Hylton B. Mesa 
8/18 B. Keim N. Wenrick E. Mills 
8/25 C. Backhus K. Anderson J. Moyer 

 
REFRESHMENTS   ALTAR GUILD 
8/4 J. Olson J. & S. Grady K. Gray 
8/11 D. & G. Blanda S. & T. Lund L. Mers 
8/18 B. Collins M. Atkinson P. Weiss 
8/25 M. & V. Frost L. Flippin B. Cummings 
 
WELCOME CENTER  FOUNTAIN CARE
8/4 K. Desmond D. Warneke 

  8/11 D. Kelly S. & T. Lund  
8/18 J. Skraba G. Sherwood 
8/25 G. Rightmire B. Prock  
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JULY 2019 

 
(See Calendar on Website:  http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )  
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AUGUST 2019 

 
(See Calendar on Website:  http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )  
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