
  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

DEI-LY LIGHT 

APRIL 2019 NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear Gloria Dei family, 
 
First, I’m please to inform you that ​Susie Boland​ will now be taking on some of the work previously done by 
Barb Collins​ - the fellowship side of things. Susie already works as a Preschool teacher. Barb will continue 
on as Children’s Ministry Director (running Sunday school, Vacation Bible school, Trick or Trunk - all things 
young kids). We’re blessed to have them both on board! 
 
Second, ​Lenten Hymn Madness - I hope you’ve enjoyed thinking about great hymns during this season?                               
Did your favorite hymns advance? My choice for ultimate winning hymn was ​“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”​. It                                   
lost early on, but not the message and the power of it! A couple thoughts about this hymn and Easter. 
 
First, please enter the Easter joy fully! I believe that happens through ​observing Holy Week deeply​. With                                 
the Palm Waving of Palm Sunday to the darkness of Good Friday, those contrasts prepare us for Easter. 
 
Second, remember that all important word ​“is.” Jesus Christ is risen today. And we’ll shout on Easter,                                 
“Christ is risen! He is risen today!” Easter is a present tense reality. The love of God is to transform us today -                                             
to help us battle the darkness (inside and outside) today. 
 
Third, there’s always ​hope​. When I’m battered by difficulties of the day (month, year…), this one event brings                                   
strength. God promises to bring life to the dead through Jesus. 
 
Finally, sing it out loudly. It’s not a song to sing softly. That is, it’s too good to keep to ourselves. Pick up a                                               
flier with the Easter schedule and share it with a someone. This is a song, for all people. Let’s share. 
 
Peace, 

 
Pastor David R. Mattson 
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA 

 

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light 
Wondrous Love, Wondrous Hymns 
 
Throughout the month of April, until Easter, we will be continuing our Lenten                         
sermon series, “Lent Hymn Madness”, thinking about the great hymns of our faith.                         
There are so many great hymns and so many we won’t get a chance to preach on.                                 
So I thought I would write a short meditation on one of those great hymns that we                                 
usually sing during Holy Week, ​What Wondrous Love Is This.  
 
This hymn was first included in a collection of hymns in 1835, but it was around                               
for many years before that, passed down orally rather than written down. It’s                         

origin is not known, but it was believed to have been composed in the Appalachian region of America in the                                       
early 1800s. 
  
What Wondrous Love Is This causes us to meditate on these beautiful lines: “What wondrous love is this that                                     
caused the Lord of bliss, to bear the dreadful curse, for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for                                           
my soul.” During Holy Week, especially, we focus on Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and as we do so, we think                                         
about our own humanity, our sins, and our guilt. We cannot help but feel a sense of somberness and awe at                                         
God’s enormous love for us, even though we don’t deserve it. 
  
The last lines of the hymn are these: “And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, And thro' eternity,                                           
I'll sing on, I'll sing on, And thro' eternity, I'll sing on.” This beautiful hymn is contemplative, but we also sing                                         
with joy and with hope as we remember the purpose of Christ’s death on the cross: the resurrection of Jesus                                       
and the life he gave to all people. What an amazing reminder as we walk through Holy Week toward the joy                                         
of Easter Sunday! 
 

EASTER  AND HOLY 
WEEK SCHEDULE 

 
GOOD FRIDAY ​(Friday, April 19) 

● Tenebrae (Shadows) services: 12pm & 7pm. 
● 7 Last Words of Christ spoken while             

sanctuary darkens. 
● Childcare provided at 7pm. 

 
EASTER VIGIL CONCERT ​(Saturday, April 20) 

● Wartburg College Choir, 7pm. 
● World renowned a cappella choir. Free will offering. 
● Visit website for details: mygloriadei.org 

 
EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP​ (Sunday, April 21) 

● 6:30am, outside near fountain. 
● 8:30am, 10:00am - College Choir, Trumpets, Lilies, etc. 
●  Childcare provided at 8:30 and 10am. 
● “Eggstravaganza” for young children, 11am. 

 
CELEBRATE THE HOPE OF THE WORLD! 

2 



 
 

GEN2GEN (Generation to Generation) Celebration

 
SUNDAY, MAY 5, 5PM 

“Cinco de Mágico” 
A wandering magician, Mexican food and beverages, pinatas, special music, and more. 

 
For the Season of Easter, we will look at how we support, pray for, help, lift up - all generations - and how we                                               
work together. 
 
Gen2Gen is also a 3-Year ministry focused on accomplishing 3 goals:  

● Pay for our New Sanctuary; 
● Focus on Gen2Gen Ministries (This year fellowship will be one ministry); 
● Complete several campus projects, primarily the Columbarium. 

 
The Gen2Gen Celebration on May 5 will be a time for all generations to gather together and celebrate what’s                                     
been accomplished and look forward to what’s ahead. Sign-up begins in April! 
 
 
 
SUSIE BOLAND, CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DIRECTOR 

 

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP 
WELCOME ​- Please welcome our new Congregational Life Director, Susie Boland! She                       
can be reached at ​fellowship@mygloriadei.org​ or at the office at 949-493-3414. 
 
WARTBURG CHOIR - We will be hosting the Wartburg Choir in our homes while they                             
are here to sing for their concert April 20, 7pm and Easter Sunday at our 8:30am &                                 
10am Sunday services. We will also be providing the choir with a taco bar meal                             
before their concert on Saturday, April 20. Please see the sign-ups for providing                         
housing and/or providing an item for the taco bar.  
 
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART ​CO-OP ​- In April, they will meet on ​April 13 at                             
10am. ​All are welcome. ​If you have supplies, please bring them. Explore your                         
creativity and meet new friends! Details: Jane Zeiger 949-235-4359.  

 
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the ​third Monday each month at 3pm and                                   
they’ll be meeting next on April 15. They will be reading ​Bridge of Clay ​by Markus Zusak. If you are interested                                         
in joining the book club, please contact: Diane Kelly (949-493-9632). 
 
MEN’S BOOK GROUP ​- meets the ​last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at different host’s homes. For more                                   
information go to the website: Gloriabc.com or contact Bob Gillespie at ​gillespierm@gmail.com​. 
 
UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS​: June 7 - June 9 - Camping at O’neil. Details coming soon. 
 

3 

mailto:fellowship@mygloriadei.org
mailto:gillespierm@gmail.com


 
 
BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
(Sunday school, Young Children’s Events and Ministry) 
 
EASTER CANDY DONATIONS​ - Needed: wrapped candies in plastic eggs. 
Place in the large basket at the Welcome Table or bring to the church office. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION - Our upper elementary children have attended                 
classes with a parent or grandparent to prepare for their first Communion.                       
They also made their very own chalice in which they will receive their first                           
Communion on Palm Sunday! Please support them in prayer on Palm                     
Sunday, April 14th, 10am.  
 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt- April 21st after ​10:00am                   

service. All ages through 5th grade. Bring a basket! Our Easter tradition will take place in the courtyard -                                     
just outside the sanctuary.  Join in the excitement. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ​ (preschool-5th) -​ ​Offered during Sunday worship at 8:30am and 10am. Children are 
invited to leave with the Sunday School leader after the children’s message and they will return for 
Communion.  Questions, speak with Barb (sundayschool@mygloriadei.org). 
 
UPCOMING CHILDREN/YOUTH DATES​: Vacation Bible School (July 1-5); Jr./Sr. High Youth Summer Trip to                           
Mammoth (July 27-31). 
 
 
 
 
 
PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR 

YOUTH NEWS​ ​JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH  
 
CONFIRMATION ​- ​On Sunday, April 7, 11:00 am - 1:00pm, Confirmation                     
class will take place in Knudson Hall. Lunch is provided. Confirmation                     
classes are for 6th - 8th graders. They are typically held the first Sunday                           
of the month at 11am and are led by Pastor Sabrina. Questions, please                         
speak with her (​pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org​). Confirmation is a three               
year program for Junior High Youth covering the basics of the Christian                       
faith. 
 
SR.HIGH YOUTH ​- Sunday, April 14 9:00am It’s Pancake Breakfast time!                     
Come help make breakfast for the congregation. Meet in the kitchen at                       

9am and we’ll be serving pancakes after the 10:00 am service. Contact Paige at ​youth@mygloriadei.org for                               
more details. 
 
UPCOMING​ ​YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 

● Sunday, May 12 - Mother’s Day Parfaits served after both morning services,  
● Sunday, June 16 - Dad’s Gourmet Root Beer Floats served after both morning services, 
● Saturday, July 27 - Wednesday, July 31 - Jr. & Sr. high retreat to Mammoth.  
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR   

DEI-LY WORSHIP 
(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.) 
 
Sanctuary Choir ​We are all looking forward to the Wartburg Choir concert!                       
Many of us will be hosting students or bringing food for their pre-concert                         
meal.  Check the table for sign up sheets if you would like to help.   
 
Handbell Choir We have been working on pieces that use so many fun                           
percussion techniques. As a group we rely on each other both for                       
encouragement and for help when the music gets “busy.” One of my                       
favorite moments in our piece “Sanna Sannanina” happens when 2 people                     
have to activate the bell together: one person suspends it while the other                         
strikes it with the mallet.  Great teamwork! 

 
New Music Group - Gloria Dei Recorder Ensemble 
Special thanks to Jocelyn Contestabile for playing for many of our Wednesday night services during Lent.                               
Our group is growing and reaching out--look for “winds” to be featured more often in our worship music.   
 
Upcoming special musical events at Gloria Dei: 

● The Wartburg College Choir will be in Concert at Gloria Dei on Saturday, April 20, 2019 and then they                                     
will sing for Easter Services. This is one of the premier college choral groups in the world. To hear                                     
them, visit: ​www.wartburg.edu/choir-in-germany 

● South County Community Handbells will give a concert on April 28th at 2:30 pm. The group is led by                                     
congregation member Sharon Guilliams.  Proceeds will benefit Family Assistance Ministries. 

● San Clemente Choral Society will perform their Spring concert at 3pm on May 18. 
● Hyunju Hwang Jazz Concert with Organ and Percussion on June 15 at 3pm. Don’t miss this amazing,                                 

high energy duo.  To listen now, visit: ​www.hyunjuhwangorgan.com/recordings 
● South Coast Singers Spring concert is June 22 at 4pm.  

 
 
 
SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

PRESCHOOL  
(All things related to the Gloria Dei Lutheran Preschool) 
 
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!  
 
Our students get to start the month out with Spring Break! It’s a great time to                               
rest and recharge for the last months of school.  
 
When they return, our focus is on “life”: life on farms, ​In The Pond, and through                               
the cross at Easter. We will watch caterpillars transform into butterflies; we will                         

have our visit from the Lizard Wizard on 4/23; and we will talk about the great love Jesus has for us.  
 
The preschool will host a gathering for our amazing grandparents on 4/16, who have been very present in                                   
our program. We will also have a special breakfast for our dads on 4/26, ​“Dads, their Dudes, and Little                                     
Darlings”​. Preschool is a time to have fun, learn, and celebrate the joys of being a child of God! 

 
“Like flowers, every child is special and unique…..that is why gardens are beautiful every day of the week.” 

        Harry Pierre & Pe Tunia Puddlesworth 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!  
 

  
               Shelly & Dorian Calderon    Sandra Goldberg           Craig Gross & Mona Arestad 
    Chad & Channing not pictured 

   

  
                          Richard & Rebecca Horner                  Gene Rathbun            Barbara Richards  

 
 

 
                          ​Doug & Linda Smith        Nancy Smith            Mary & Grady Vaughan 

 
 

 
                                          Kirsten (Weiss) Tan     Zac, Laura & Penelope Welin 
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GROWING TOGETHER! 
(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.) 
 
L&L (LUNCH & LEARN) ​meets Sunday, ​April 7 - David Warneke will lead a Bible study on the Babylonian                                     
Captivity. L & L will be held in Bankson Hall. 
 
UPCOMING L&L OPPORTUNITIES IN 2019​ -​ ​May 5 at 5pm - Cinco de Magico (an intergenerational event!). 
 
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - David & Susan Warneke’s home (25262 Barque Way, Dana Point,                               
Phone: 203-952-5657) They will study Ecclesiastes 4-8 on Monday, April 1 at 6:30pm.  
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the ​second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Knudson Hall with                                 
Pastor David leading the study. Their next meeting is April 13th. 
 
HEART-LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY ​meets on the ​2nd and 4th Tuesday each month​. Refreshments                           
and social time: 6:30pm; Bible Study: 7pm - 8pm. The location alternates monthly between the homes of                                 
Donna Combe (45 Belleza, San Clemente; 949-369-5382) and Ann St. Martin (29845 Hiddenwood, Laguna                           
Niguel; 949-933-3906). ​On April 9 and 23, they meet at Donna Combe’s home.​ All women are welcome to join.  
 
TABLE TALK: ​Discussion/Chat around the table, the last Friday of the month. Next meeting on April 26 at                                   
noon, in the new Gloria Dei Conference Room.  Soup/Coffee provided. 
 
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ​meets in Knudson Hall, Wednesdays April 3 - 24 at 10am to continue                                 
the study on The Book of Revelation. There will be no meeting Holy Week, Wednesday, April 17. This Bible                                     
study generally meets weekly September - May, and is led by a pastor.  
 
THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - ​This in-depth, two year overview course on the Bible, led by Pastor David, meets                                     
on ​Thursdays at 6:30pm​. The Bethel Group is in their second year and they are studying the New Testament.                                      
Bethel meets throughout the month of April, except they will not meet on Maundy Thursday, April 18 or                                   
April 25. 
 
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP? If you would like to begin another small group/Bible study/gathering, please                           
speak with one of the pastors. 
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DEI-LY SERVICE 
(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving, serving “the least of these”, etc.) 
 
SPRING CLEANING - join us at the church for our annual spring                       
cleaning for Holy Week, Saturday, April 13, 9am - noon. All ages are                         
welcome. Come for an hour or more. Sign-up at the Welcome Table. 
 
BLOOD DRIVE​ - May 30, 9am -3pm. Sign up coming soon.  
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to                       
join their group. They meet the ​first Saturday of the month at 9am in                           
Knudson Hall. Their next meeting is April 6. If you know of someone in                           
need of a shawl or would like more information, call Peggy Johnson at                         
949-363-8714.  
 
THE QUILTING GROUP meets the ​4th Saturday each month at 9:30am,                     
in Knudson Hall​. Their next quilting group meeting will occur April 27,                       
2019. Quilts are provided to our newly Baptized infants & children. If                       
interested in helping, please call Donna Combe at 949-338-5327. 
 
SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity, in San Juan                   
Capistrano, provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei                   
members serve at Serra’s Pantry ​every third Saturday of the month at                       
8:30am. April 20 is the next volunteer opportunity. Contact Paul                       
Dubow at 949-248-8865, if interested.   
 
LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY​ -  
2019 trips: May 25, August 24, and November 2  
James 1:27 “​Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless            
is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress…” 

  
Meet Abigail. She is 16 years old and she has never met nor does she                             
know anything about either of her parents. 
  
When she was much younger she lived at Los Angelitos. But since she                         
was 13 she has been living at a government institution for homeless                       
children. Several times in the past two years she asked if she could                         
return to Los Angelitos but the orphanage did not have sufficient funds                       
for her living expenses; school tuition, books, healthcare, etc. 
  
Then, last December, Gloria Dei provided a year-long scholarship for                   
Abigail. This was made possible because of the generosity of many from                       
our congregation. Abigail is now living at Los Angelitos and is so grateful. 
  
Abigail is in high school - studying hard and getting good grades. When                         
she finishes high school she wants to go to college to study criminal                         
justice. After graduation she wants to be a law enforcement investigator. 
  
Thank all of you for your prayers and support. God is good! 

 
If you can’t attend a trip to Los Angelitos, but want to help, we have suggestions. Please contact David &                                        
Susan Warneke 203-952-5657 or 510-967-3211. 
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THANKS  
(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.) 
 
Dear Gloria Dei Church, 
The words I seek do not exist, because my gratitude towards you is unparalleled. Sometimes gratitude 
cannot be expressed in words because it is so immense. You are a big part of our family and we love you 
mucho! 
The children & staff of Los Angelitos Orphanage 
 
 
Dear Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for your gifts given to your synod, received by ELCA World Hunger in January, 2019.  

Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: 
 “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the dominion of God. 

 Blessed are you who are hungry now, for your will be filled.  
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” 

You have helped make this a banner year for ELCA World Hunger. Thank you! 
Rob Bra 
 
 
 

DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…” 
 
HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Debbie Campominosi, Jack Doerr, Ingrid Schuller, Lorraine Cryer,                             
Mary Lou and Denny Walters, Vera Williams, and Gwen Layritz.  
. 
PRAYERS OF COMFORT - Prayers for Wendy McClaren’s family as they mourn her passing. Also, prayers of                                 
comfort for victims and families of those killed in the terrorist attacks on two mosques in New Zealand.  
 
PEACE AND SAFETY​ for all our service men and women now serving around the world.   
 
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST​ -​ ​To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414. 
 
COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE - ​Gloria Dei has submitted an application to the City of Dana Point, requesting                               
permission to install columbarium niches in the Outdoor Chapel and Contemplation Garden area. Members                           
of the Columbarium Committee have met with City planning staff, and it is anticipated that the application                                 
will be scheduled for a public hearing later this year. 
 
A growing number of local churches provide or plan to provide columbarium niches on their grounds.                               
People increasingly choose a local columbarium because of a strong desire to be laid to rest on the grounds                                     
of the church they loved and served. Proximity makes it convenient for loved ones to visit and remain                                   
connected. The cost of columbarium interment is also considerably less than the cost of burial at a                                 
cemetery. 
 
Please keep this effort in your prayers and look for another update soon!   
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DEI-LY DUTIES   
 

APRIL 2019 VOLUNTEERS  
8:30am 10:00am 

ACOLYTE​ ​(month) Erik Hallowell Beau Michalis 
COMMUNION ASST  
(month) D. Caskey P. Johnson  

P. Furlong W. Johnson 
S. Furlong L. Mers 

USHER​ (month) M. Dubow D. Combe 
P. Dubow J. Combe 

 
LECTORS 8:30am 10:00am 5:00pm   
4/7 D. Holzkamp S. Boland J. Contestabile 
4/14 C. Collins W. Johnson B. Mesa  
4/21 TBD TBD NA 
4/28 L. Fettis R. Grefsrud E. Mills 
 
REFRESHMENTS   ALTAR GUILD 
4/7 J. & K. Hallowell Gloria Dei L. Mers  
4/14 J. Skraba L. Mers & S. Miller B. Cummings 
4/21 Sign-up list Sign-up list D. Combe 
4/28 M. & W. Wilson J. & S. Grady S. Miller  
 
WELCOME CENTER  FOUNTAIN CARE
4/7 C. Weinhardt D. Warneke  
4/14 D. & T. Boyd S. Behnke  
4/21 B. & B. Gillespie  
4/28 D. Kelly V. Anderson  

 
 

MAY 2019 VOLUNTEERS  
8:30am 10:00am 

ACOLYTE​ ​(month) Samantha Flippin 
COMMUNION ASST  
(month) C.Collins M. Atkinson  

S. Guilliams F. Hettmann 
C. Weinhardt J. St. Martin 

USHER​ (month) C. Asis T. Cawein 
W. Ehrke B. Griffin 

 
LECTORS 8:30am 10:00am 5:00pm   
5/5 J. Adams S. Warneke Cinco de Magico 
5/12 G. Enright D. Pysz B. Ramsey  
5/19 M. Dubow Confirmation C. Simpson 
5/26 B. Jonas L. Schultz M. VanNess 
 
REFRESHMENTS   ALTAR GUILD 
5/5 J. Olson M. Dubow 
5/12 D. & G. Blanda D. & J. Combe D. Pysz 
5/19 K. Desmond M. & R. Bacon M. Delgado 
5/26 D. Boyd J. Hettmann G. Rightmire  
 
WELCOME CENTER  FOUNTAIN CARE
5/5 K. Desmond M. Bacon  
5/12 S. Manville & G. Sels S. & T. Lund  
5/19 J. Skraba  D. Warneke 
5/26 D. & T. Boyd  B. Prock 
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DEI-LY DETAILS 
(Anything that has no other place, volunteer lists, prayer requests, special announcements, numbers, and 
figures, a veritable potluck of stuff, jokes…) 
 
ATTENDANCE AND GEN2GEN OFFERING 
3/3: 464 3/10: 347 3/17:​ ​360 3/24: 390 3/31:  

 
GEN2GEN GIVING:  $290,555.30​ (Program runs 2018-2020) 
  
“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,                                 
automatic basis. You can make “one time”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from                               
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available                                   
at the Welcome Table or church office. 
 
TEXT YOUR OFFERING - It is simple and safe (through Vanco) - text $ amount you want to give to                                       
949-356-5326. You will receive instructions how to complete registration via a return text.  
 
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - “What legacy will you leave?” Brochures are available at the Welcome                               
Center! Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your                                         
church, please consider doing so. 
 
 

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 

33501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629 
Church Office​: (949) 493-3414;  Fax: (949) 493-6479;   
Preschool​: (949) 493-3414 x209 

Website​: mygloriadei.org;  
Email:​ ​gloriadei@mygloriadei.or​g 
Facebook Page:​  Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint  

Pastor David R. Mattson ​pastordavid@mygloriadei.org  
Pastor Sabrina Vasta​ ​pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org  

Carol Weinhardt  ​gloriadei@mygloriadei.org​;  
Shelli Parajeckas ​preschool@mygloriadei.org​;  

Paige Gulck  ​youth@mygloriadei.org​;  
Barbara Collins ​sundayschool@mygloriadei.org    

Susie Boland ​fellowship@mygloriadei.org​;  
Kathy Person ​music@mygloriadei.org​;  

Fred Johnson ​organist@mygloriadei.​org   
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APRIL 2019 

 
(See Calendar on Website:  ​http://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/​ )  
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