Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Dana Point, California

DEI-LY LIGHT

OCTOBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,
Autumn is in the air. Change is happening. I’m not speaking of cooler temperatures and trees losing
leaves. I’m speaking about how we all resist change, even if it’s for the better. Mark 3:31-35 tells the story of
how Jesus’ family came to bring him home because “he was out of his mind.” I’m sure they thought it was for
his own good. But Jesus says, “...whoever does the will of God is my mother and brothers and sisters.” Jesus’
family was finding change hard.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we changed our Sunday schedule. For some, that’s hard. But we always
need to ask, will this help our mission? And then we try. If it doesn’t work out, we’ll try something else.
Along those lines, we’ve scrapped the “time and talent” sheet and have been running inserts in the Sunday
bulletin. Have you found a place to plug in? I’m always impressed with the number of volunteers! Or, maybe,
you need to pull back. If you’re doing more than a few things, don’t wear yourself out or get angry. Someone
else will step up.
One of the wonderful changes is “L&L” - Lunch and Learn. This will take place at 11am, once/month.
(October 7 is first.) This will improve our fellowship time and give outside speakers a few more minutes.
What changes is God calling you to make? We will fail again and again, but rest assured, the Spirit will help
you get back up and keep going!
God’s peace,
Pastor David R. Mattson
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PASTOR SABRINA VASTA

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light
St. Francis

Genesis tells us that when God created the world, God looked at all He had
created and God saw that “indeed, it was very good.” On October 7, we will be
celebrating the Feast of St. Francis. St. Francis is, among other things, the patron
saint of animals. On that day, we will be having our traditional “Blessing of the
Pets” service at 5:00pm at the Dana Point Harbor. This service reminds us of the
many ways that pets – and all animals, really – can teach us quite a bit about God,
about love, and about how to worship.
Think about what makes your pet unique. If these are the creatures God created, what must the Creator be
like? If I think of my own pets, other people’s pets I have met, and of the animals I see around me in this
world, it seems to me that God is creative, imaginative, visionary, has a pretty great sense of humor, and
mostly importantly an enormous heart capable of immense love.
Animals can also teach us about love. Pets love us, even when we are in a bad mood or we are sad or angry.
That unconditional love is a reminder of how God loves us.
St. Francis grew up in a very wealthy home, but he realized that he was looking for something more out of
life. He renounced his family’s worldly goods and found true companionship in God’s creation. St. Francis
always felt that nature, the created world and all the creatures in it, was his first Bible.
Animals respect and enjoy creation in a way that we, as humans, can learn from. Our pets remind us that
life isn’t always easy – it’s often quite messy. But they show us what it means to praise God simply through
living fully in God’s creation. By enjoying it and respecting it.
When we bless animals, it is a kind of prayer calling on God to bestow his kindness and favor on the animals,
upon creation, and upon us human beings, all working together.

THE BIG HAPPENING…
(The big happening - you don’t want to miss out!)

Oktoberfest! Saturday, October 13, 5pm, $10.

(Children free) Great food, giveaways, friendship, music, and
more. Childcare provided. Sign-up at the Welcome Table.
MGD (Men of Gloria Dei) are hosting.

Church Campout - October 5-7 (O’Neil Park) Join us for a day or for the weekend. RV’s and Tents.
Saturday - horseshoe tournament, potluck, worship
(7pm). Sign-up at the Welcome Table.

Blessing of the Animals - to celebrate the Festival of St. Francis. Sunday, October 7,
5pm (Harbor Island Park).

3rd Grade Bible Presentation presented with Bibles at both morning services.
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Sunday, October 30th, 3rd graders will be

BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP

(Fellowship, Community, Get-Togethers, Support, etc.)
FANTASY FOOTBALL GAME & GATHERING - October 7, 5:30pm at Dave
and Judy Ross’s home, 24902 Monte Verde, Laguna Niguel. Ross’s will
supply the main dish, water and soda. Please bring a dish to share and your
own adult beverage, if desired. For more details contact Judy at
djross@pacbell.net or 949-495-6007.
EMPTY NESTERS EVENING - October 19, 6:30pm at Stephanie Stoner and
Brian Tatomir’s home, 29455 Vista Plaza, Laguna Niguel. Please bring an
appetizer to share and an adult beverage, if desired. For more details,
contact Stephanie at s stoner50@yahoo.com or 949-436-0061.
WOMEN’S CRAFT & COFFEE - Saturday, October 20, 10:00am in Bankson Hall. All of the ladies of Gloria Dei
(and friends) are invited to have coffee and snacks and make a decorative craft that can be used for fall and
also for Christmas. All materials and instructions will be supplied. See the Welcome Table for an example of
this craft and to sign up. Fee: $20.
SUNDAY SCHOOL -  Offered at 8:30am and 10am (preschool-5th). Children are invited to leave after the
Children’s Message to their classroom and will return for Communion.
TRICK OR TRUNK - Fall Festival: Sunday October 30th at 5:30pm. This fellowship event is open for all ages
to participate! There will be food, (In and Out Truck), games, activities, bounce house and a costume parade!
Prizes for trunk decorations and costumes! Invite your neighbors and friends! Join in the fun!
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART CO-OP - Meets on the 3rd Saturday each month at 10am in Bankson Hall.
Their next meeting will be October 20, collaborating with the Women’s Craft and Coffee event. All artistic levels
welcomed. If you have supplies, please bring them. Explore your creativity and meet new friends! Details:
Jane Zeiger 949-235-4359.
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) meets the third Monday each month at 3pm and
they’ll be meeting next on October 15. The group is reading Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. If you are
interested in joining the book club, please contact: Diane Kelly (949-493-9632).
MEN’S BOOK GROUP - meets the last Tuesday of the month, 7pm at different host’s homes. For more

information go to the website: Gloriabc.com or contact Bob Gillespie at gillespierm@gmail.com.
PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH NEWS J UNIOR & SENIOR HIGH
CONFIRMATION - Confirmation class will take place on Sunday,
October 7 from 11:00am-1:00pm in Knudson Hall. Lunch provided.
CONFIRMATION EVENT, TEMPLE BETH EL, Friday, October 12 - The
confirmation class will be visiting Temple Beth El in Aliso Viejo on
October 12. Leave the church at 6:30pm. Confirmation students are
required to attend. Parents and mentors are also invited.

SR. HIGH SERVERS - After an awesome summer trip to Houston and
learning how faith, hope, and love change everything, we kick off a year
of fun, faith, and giving back to the community by serving others. Stay tuned for our first event!
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KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP

(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.)

Sanctuary Choir
Our Choir Kickoff Party in September was a big success. Great food, great
fellowship, and great music. It was wonderful to see so many friends! We
are already busy preparing the weekly anthem and a whole program of
music for special Advent services. We also have some fun social events
coming in October. Look for the Choir Trunk at the Trick or Trunk Fest!
Want to join in on the fun? Rehearse with us Thursdays at 7:30pm in the
Sanctuary.
Handbell Choir will play for Advent, but we are also preparing music using
small ensembles for services throughout the season. Look for us in October when we join with the
Sanctuary Choir for the Anthem. We might even have a surprise guest from the recorder ensemble sit in for
a solo.
New Music Group - Gloria Dei Recorder Ensemble
We are up and running! Our newest music group began meeting in September (Thursdays 6pm). Currently
we are preparing music for Advent and Christmas. Contact Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
Upcoming special musical event: The Wartburg College Choir in Concert at Gloria Dei on Saturday, April 20
and then they will sing for Easter Services. This is one of the premier college choral groups in the world. To
hear them, visit: www.wartburg.edu/choir-in-germany

SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL

(All things related to the Gloria Dei Lutheran Preschool)
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
This month the preschool will be closed for 2 days so our teachers can conduct
Parent-Teacher Conferences. The teachers have been compiling documentation
about each student by assessing their development. This information is shared with
parents so a goal plan for this year can be created. Each plan is individualized for
our students so we can foster growth and help each child meet their developmental goals.
October is also about everything Halloween! There will be lots of pumpkin art, science, math, and literature.
Our students get so excited for Gloria Dei’s Trick or Trunk event on October 28th and the preschool’s annual
Halloween Parade and parties on October 31st.
I wish everyone a “boo-u-tiful” Fall season.
“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.”
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THANKS!

(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)
An “old fashioned” THANKS to those who shared their vintage cars during “vintage faith” Sundays!
Dear Gloria Dei,
Thank you for your recent generous gift towards the work of our seminary. You encourage us!
It is great to welcome new students to campus. They are the first cohort to experience our new three-year
Master of Divinity curriculum which includes two years of study & then a full year’s ministry internship.
I can tell you that the continuing and new students are all of very high quality and commitment and faith.
Blessings on your journey,
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary

DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”
HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine Johnson, Debbie Campominosi, Jack Doerr, Ray & Ingrid Schuller, Lorraine
Cryer, Mary Lou and Denny Walters, Vera Williams, Emmy Quinn, Gwen Layritz, Jim Swenson, Gunther and
Jane Wittich, and Carol Susag.
PRAYERS OF COMFORT - For Janie Raub and family as they grieve the passing of her husband, Jim. Prayers
also for all those struggling with natural disasters around the world.
PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women now serving around the world.
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.

A FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER…
A FEW OTHER WAYS TO GIVE IN 2018!

1. Gifts of Appreciated Stock or Property - Donors benefit from BOTH an income tax charitable deduction
and savings in capital gains tax.
2. Charitable Gift Annuities and Charitable Remainder Trusts - CGAs and CRTS are great ways to receive
income and make a gift. Donors can increase their income and minimize or eliminate capital gains taxes.
3. Retirement Plan Assets - 401(k), 403(b), and IRAs remain taxable when distributed to a beneficiary and are
tax-free when given to the church.
4. Cars and/or other property - There may be advantages to you of gifting physical items to the church, if
you no longer need them. (Call the church office.)
Thanks for considering the church!
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GROWING TOGETHER!

(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, Table Talk, etc.)
L&L (LUNCH & LEARN) begins Sunday, October 7 at 11:00am. Lunch will be served, followed by a special
guest speaker. Becks Heyhoe, from the United Way, will be talking about the United Way’s campaign called,
“United To End Homelessness.” Homelessness has reached crisis levels both locally and throughout the
country. Ms. Heyhoe will provide a wealth of information and answer some of the most frequently asked
questions about this issue, including the most up-to-date statistics and best practices for solving
homelessness in our community for good.
TABLE TALK: Discussion/Chat... around the table at Pastor David and Kimberly’s: Friday, September 28.
Soup/Coffee provided. Sign-up to attend and get directions.
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER) - David & Susan Warneke’s home (25262 Barque Way, Dana Point,
Phone: 203-952-5657) They will study Proverbs 15-18 on M
 onday, October 1 at 6:30pm.
HEART-LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. Refreshments
and social time: 6:30pm; Bible Study: 7pm - 8pm. The location alternates monthly between the homes of
Donna Combe (45 Belleza, San Clemente; 949-369-5382) and Ann St. Martin (29845 Hiddenwood, Laguna
Niguel; 949-933-3906). In October they meet on the 9th and 23rd. All women are welcome to join.
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY meets on Wednesday at 10am in Knudson Hall and will continue their
study on The Book of Revelation. This Bible study meets weekly September - May, and is led by a pastor.
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Knudson Hall with
Pastor David leading the study. Their next meeting is October 13.
THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - This in-depth, two year overview course on the Bible, led by Pastor David, meets
on Thursdays at 6:30pm. The Bethel Group is in their second year and they are studying the New Testament.
“GIVING TO GOD” BIBLE STUDY  - This study will be based on the book “Giving to God” by Mark Allan
Powell. It will be a 4 week long study that meets in October on Wednesdays at 11am and 7pm. Choose a
time that works for you! There will be a sign up for this Bible study at the Welcome Table soon. Gen2Gen
committee members purchased this book so that every family in our congregation could have one. Have
you picked up your f ree copy?
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DEI-LY SERVICE

(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving, serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages to
join their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at 9am in
Knudson Hall. Their next meeting is October 6th. If you know of
someone in need of a shawl or would like more information, call
Peggy Johnson at 949-363-8714.
THE QUILTING GROUP meets the 4th Saturday of every month at
9:30am, in Knudson Hall. They meet 27th of October. Quilts are
provided to our newly Baptized infants & children. If interested in
helping, please call Donna Combe at 949-338-5327.
SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity in San Juan
Capistrano, provides food to those in need. Interested Gloria Dei
members serve at Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at
8:30am. October 13 is the next volunteer opportunity. Contact Paul
Dubow at 949-248-8865, if interested.
COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE - Gloria Dei has submitted an
application to the City of Dana Point, requesting permission to install
columbarium niches in the Outdoor Chapel and Contemplation
Garden area. Members of the Columbarium Committee have met
with City planning staff, and it is anticipated that the application will
be scheduled for a public hearing later this year.
A growing number of local churches provide or plan to provide
columbarium niches on their grounds. People increasingly choose a
local columbarium because of a strong desire to be laid to rest on the grounds of the church they loved and
served. Proximity makes it convenient for loved ones to visit and remain connected. The cost of
columbarium interment is also considerably less than the cost of burial at a cemetery.
Please keep this effort in your prayers and look for another update soon!
LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - Remaining trips in 2018: November 3.
Bianca is 7 years old and just entered 2nd grade at school. Bianca has been living at
Los Angelitos orphanage since she was 3 years old (4 years ago).
She has a sister, Delia, age 9 and a brother, Francisco, age 5 also living at Los
Angelitos. Francisco is the little boy that Gloria Dei sponsored for the operation to
repair his intestines…and is now a healthy child.
These three siblings were left abandoned by their mother and had nowhere to go.
When the government asked Los Angelitos if they could care for them, the orphanage was able to take them
in because of generous sponsors like Gloria Dei and others.
Please pray about how you can help these orphans through your time, talents and financial gifts.
Psalm 82:3 “Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.”
If you can’t attend a trip to Los Angelitos, but want to help, we have suggestions.  Please contact David &
Susan Warneke 203-952-5657 or 510-967-3211.
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DEI-LY DUTIES

OCTOBER 2018 VOLUNTEERS
8:30am

10:00am

A
 COLYTE
COMMUNION ASST
(month)

Josh Chernekoff

Beau Michalis

C. Backhus
D. Caskey
G. Enright

L. Holmes-Hylton
W. Johnson

USHER (month)

D. Ross
J. Ross

F. Hettmann
D. Warneke

LECTORS
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

8:30am
J. Adams
G. Enright
M. Dubow
B. Jonas

10:00am
B. Prock
R. Grefsrud
P. Johnson
H. Nurminen

5:00pm
E. Mills
A. Boicey
J. Contestabile
B. Mesa

REFRESHMENTS
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

K. Dickinson
J. Vlahos
B. & B. Gillespie
J. Cox

S. Lund
A. & J. St. Martin
D. & J. Combe
J. Hettmann

FOUNTAIN CARE
Ron Bacon
Greg Blanda
Betty Prock
Judy Young

WELCOME CENTER
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

S. Manville/G.Sels
K. Desmond
J. Skraba
P. & S. Weiss

L. Schultz
G. Sherwood
T. Seibert

ALTAR GUILD
D. Pysz
D. Combe
L. Mers
B. Cummings

NOVEMBER 2018 VOLUNTEERS
8:30am

10:00am

ACOLYTE
COMMUNION ASST
(month)

Carter Neiderhiser

Samantha Flippin

J. Adams
C. Collins
C. Weinhardt

F. Hettmann
L. Mers
J. St. Martin

USHER (month)

M. Dubow
P. Dubow

S. Miller

LECTORS
11/4
11/11
11/18
11/25

8:30am
C. Asis
K. Dickinson
G. Rightmire
D. Caskey

10:00am
L. Schultz
R. Easton
J. Combe

5:00pm
J. Moyer
B. Ramsey
C. Simpson
M. VanNess

REFRESHMENTS
11/4
11/11
11/18
11/25

S. Caskey
G. Rightmire
J. Skraba
M. & W. Wilson

L. Mers & S. Miller
L. Flippin
K. Hallowell
J. & S. Grady

FOUNTAIN CARE
Eric Russell
Ann St. Martin
Nancy Ficken
Michael VanNess

WELCOME CENTER
11/4
11/11
11/18
11/25

J. Vlahos
J. Olson
B. & B. Gillespie
D. Kelly

A. & J. St. Martin
R. Hanson
S. & T. Lund
L. Schultz

ALTAR GUILD
G. Rightmire
L. McCarty
P. Weiss
S. Miller

8

DEI-LY DETAILS

(Anything that has no other place, volunteer lists, prayer requests, special announcements, numbers, and
figures, a veritable potluck of stuff, jokes…)
ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING
9/2
312
$11,045.00
9/9
369
$6,931.00
9/16
302
$5,480.00
9/23
9/30
2018 GEN2GEN GIVING: $96,845.00 (as of 9/16/18)

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. You can make “one time”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available
at the Welcome Table or church office.
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - “What legacy will you leave?” Brochures are available at the Welcome
Center! Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your
church, please consider doing so.

CONTACT INFORMATION

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
3
 3501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479; Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org; E
 mail: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
F
 acebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint
Staff Email Addresses:
Pastor David R. Mattson p
 astordavid@mygloriadei.org
Pastor Sabrina Vasta pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org
Carol Weinhardt gloriadei@mygloriadei.org; Shelli Parajeckas p
 reschool@mygloriadei.org;
Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org; Barbara Collins sundayschool@mygloriadei.org
Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org; F
 red Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
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OCTOBER 2018

(See Calendar on Website: h
 ttp://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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