Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Dana Point, California

DEI-LY LIGHT

SEPTEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
Dear Gloria Dei family,
Whatever it takes. Similar to what St. Paul wrote: I have become all things to all people so that by all possible
means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel... (1 Corinthians 9:22-23)
Which means, we keep praying, working, making adjustments, so that we might do things a little better and
we might reach one more person. With that in mind, I’m offering the following tweaks.
●

Time change: In the fall, we will k
 eep the current schedule - 8:30am, 10:00am, and 5pm.

●

But what about Sunday school? For children, preschool through 5th grade, we will offer this at both
morning service times. Early in the service, children will be invited to go with Barb Collins and other
teachers to their classes and return during Holy Communion. Music will be taught, a craft, and a
lesson connecting the message of the day. Of course, children can stay with parents for the entire
service or go to one service and attend Sunday school at the next service time - lots of options.

●

What about Confirmation and Adult Education? We will begin a new learning opportunity, once a
month - “L&L” - Lunch and Learn. This will take place at 11am, once/month. In Pastor Sabrina’s article,
the details of this program, including outside speakers and themes will be highlighted. This will
improve our fellowship time, learning, and give great outside speakers a few more minutes.

Please join me in praying for the enthusiasm and Spirit to make things work for Gloria Dei - Glory of God.
God’s peace,
Pastor David R. Mattson

1

PASTOR SABRINA VASTA

Pastor Sabrina’s Dei Light

Fall in Faith, Lunch & Learn, Confirm not Conform
Change is in the air. I’m sure we can all feel it as summer comes to a close and fall
stands right around the corner, ready to wrap us up in the scent of pumpkin, the
deeper darker colors of flower plants, and the hint of cooler weather ( I hope!). At
Gloria Dei, fall means a time for reorienting ourselves to God and recommitting
ourselves to our faith. You have all heard or even said yourselves, “I fell in love.”
During this season at Gloria Dei, I think we all need to take the chance to “fall in
faith.” Some of our recommitment to God is about seeking out those
faith-forming opportunities, whether it is fellowship events or Bible studies or
outreach activities, that are available.
In addition to falling into faith, this Fall at Gloria Dei there are two programs that I am especially excited
about. One is “L&L” - Lunch and Learning. Because the service times are not changing, there will be no time
for adult education in between services this year. Instead, we will be having a “L&L” - Lunch and Learning
opportunity for adults on the first Sunday of every month from October through May. L&L will involve – you
guessed it – lunch! During the meal, there will be a special speaker or other learning opportunity. It will run
from 11:00-12:30 once a month. In October, L&L will kick off with lunch (of course) and guest speaker Becks
Heyhoe from the United Way, speaking about the organization’s very interesting approach to homelessness
through the “United to End Homelessness” campaign in Orange County.
While the adults are L&Ling, middle school students will be participating in a new Confirmation program
called Confirm not Conform. The Confirmation program will also take place on the first Sunday of every
month from 11:00-1:00. It will also involve lunch (we have to feed the people!), as well as outreach, lessons,
visits to other faith communities, and guest speakers.
Join us in falling in faith this Fall at Gloria Dei!

THE BIG HAPPENING… (The big happening-you don’t want to miss out on!)
RALLY SUNDAY
The kick off of fall programming, Sunday school, and more…

Sunday, September 9, 2018
Worship: 8:30am, 10am, and 5pm
(Childcare is available all morning.)

●
●
●
●
●
●

Special refreshments, Music (Sanctuary Choir)
“The Balloon Man”
Classic car presentation
Uplifting message - V
 intage Faith
(Celebrating the Timeless Love of God!)

Sunday school registration, and more…

Sunday school (Preschool - 5th grade) begins on Sunday, September 16 and takes place during
both morning services. Children begin in sanctuary and leave with Children and Family Director
Barb Collins for their lesson and return during Holy Communion for blessing.
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~ Adult Education at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church ~

First Sunday of every month 11:00am-12:30pm
Fall 2018
Oct. 7 - Becks Heyhoe, “United To End Homelessness”

Becks Heyhoe from the United Way will be talking about the United Way’s campaign called,
“United To End Homelessness.” Homelessness has reached crisis levels both locally and
throughout the country. This class will provide a wealth of information and answer some of the
most frequently asked questions about this issue. The sessions aims to provide a much better
understanding of the homeless system here in Orange County, including the most up-to-date
statistics and best practices for solving homelessness in our community for good.

Nov. 4 - Pastor David Mattson, “4DM”

Pastor David will lead a discussion on his book, 4DM: The Fourth Day Movement. The Fourth
Day Movement is about what happens after the joy and triumph of celebrating Christ’s
resurrection on Easter. How do Christians not only continue to experience that life-giving victory,
but also share that amazing news with the people we meet, in ways that are comfortable and
affirming?

Dec. 2 - Chuck Neighbors “Merry Christmas, Mr. Jones”

The year is 1990 in the city of Seattle, Washington. We are in the dressing room of Edward Jones,
department store Santa Claus... So begins the Christmas-themed one-man play performed by
Chuck Neighbors. Mr. Neighbors is a professional actor, director, storyteller and writer who has
has toured his one-man shows throughout North America as well as 17 countries around the world.
He is also a faithful Christian, and that message comes across in every one of his plays. Join us for
this holiday event.
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BARB COLLINS, CHILDREN AND FAMILY DIRECTOR

DEI-LY FRIENDSHIP

(Fellowship, Community, Get-Togethers, Support, etc.)
WOMEN’S BUNCO - Women and girls age 10 and up are invited to join in
on an evening of Bunco fun on Friday, September 14 at 6:00pm! No skill is
required. This is a great fellowship event to kick off the fall. Please bring an
appetizer or dessert to share. Wine, water, and ice tea will be provided. Sign
up.
AMAZING GRACE THROUGH ART - Meets Saturdays, 10am in Bankson Hall,
starting September 15th. All artistic levels welcomed. If you have supplies,
please bring them. Explore your creativity and meet new friends! Details:
Jane Zeiger 949-235-4359.
WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP - RIOT (Reading Is Our Thing) will reconvene on September 17, 2018. They will be
reading Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury. RIOT meets the third Monday each month at 3pm. If you are
interested in joining the book club, please contact: Diane Kelly (949-493-9632).
CHURCH CAMPOUT - Save the date: October 5-6 - group site at O’neill Park. We will have the Sycamore B
Group site, which can accomodate 40 people, with a max of 10 cars or 7 RV’s. Questions, speak with Liane
Schuller. A sign-up and more details will be coming shortly.
OKTOBERFEST: Mark your calendars now for this all age event, Saturday, October 13, 5pm. MGD (Men of
Gloria Dei) will run this wonderful event - great food, live oompah music, and fun. More details coming.

PAIGE GULCK, YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH NEWS J UNIOR & SENIOR HIGH
CONFIRMATION - Confirmation will begin again in September for
6th-8th graders. Incoming 6th graders should sign up at the Welcome
Table. A brief Confirmation orientation will take place on Rally Sunday,
September 9th during brunch at 11:00am. At least one parent is
required to attend the orientation meeting, along with your child.
CONFIRMATION MENTORS needed: If you are interested in mentoring
a confirmation student (6th-8th grader) next year, please sign up at the
Welcome Table to receive more information.

SR. HIGH SERVERS - After an awesome summer trip to Houston and learning how faith, hope, and love
change everything, we kick off a year of fun, faith, and giving back to the community by serving others. Stay
tuned for our first event!

4

KATHY PERSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR

DEI-LY WORSHIP

(All things related to worship, music, altar guild, choirs, singing, praise, etc.)

Sanctuary Choir will sing for Rally Sunday services. We'll meet Saturday,
September 8th at 9 am for a light breakfast and a fun read through of our
anthems for the year. Regular Thursday night rehearsals will resume
September 13th at 7:30 pm.
Handbell Choir rehearsals begin Thursday, September 13th at 6:30 pm.
There is always room for more volunteers!
Coming in September-New Music Group - Gloria Dei Recorder Ensemble
Recorders are easy to learn and fun to play. The repertoire extends way beyond what you learned in grade
school! We will learn music to perform for the Christmas season. Ages 12-120. No experience required.
Rehearsal times TBA. Contact Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org
SHELLI PARAJECKAS, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

PRESCHOOL

(All things related to the Gloria Dei Lutheran Preschool)
Gloria Dei is a place where children play and pray!
The preschool year is underway. As Gloria Dei continues to grow and evolve, so does
our preschool. God has blessed us with full enrollment in every class. As a result, we
have expanded our two year old classroom.
I want to take this opportunity to THANK the many, church
members who helped “raise the barn” to make the
expansion possible!

The children are adapting to their schedules, they are meeting new
friends, and already being introduced to many learning opportunities. I
love the energy and excitement at the beginning of each new school; it
is the epitome of “joy”. I wish students of all ages, have a year filled
with experiences that allow them to become amazing adults.
“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression
and knowledge.” Albert Einstein
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ABUNDANCE OF THANKS!

(Weddings, memorials, outreach, education, community service, etc.)
Dear Gloria Dei,
Thank you for your support and help in making the Benefit Concert with Jeff Harnar a great success. May
God bless each one of you.
With gratitude,
Family Assistance Ministry (FAM))
Dear Pastor Mattson,
On behalf of the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group we thank you for your sponsorship of our
2018 Combat Golf Tournament. We appreciate your generosity!
Yours Truly,
Combat Golf Committee for the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group
Dear Pastor David, Pastor Sabrina & Gloria Dei Congregation,
Thank you so much for making Wyatt and Emmett’s Baptism such a special experience. Dave & I thank God
everyday for giving us two wonderful gifts and we are so happy to have the members of Gloria Dei to help
support us. The baptismal quilts & handkerchiefs were beautifully made & will be wonderful momentos for
the boys!
Christina, Dave, Wyatt & Emmett Johnson
Dear Gloria Dei Friends.
My family and I want to sincerely thank you for all your prayers, warm words, cards and attendance at Jack's
Memorial Service. The outpouring of support was amazing. We were truly overwhelmed. We want to give a
special thank you to the very helpful ladies who set up and served our luncheon following the service. They
were our special angels. You are all a blessing!
Love,
Mary Jane Pike, Jack, Beckie, William and Thomas
Dear Pastor David,
Thank you from the bottom of our grateful Lutheran hearts for performing the ceremony for our wedding.
We love being part of the church & plan to become more involved. Gloria Dei is so very warm, loving &
friendly! Again, thank you for your gracious kindness.
With gratitude,
Dianne & Bob
Dear Pastor David,
Thank you for inviting me to have a recital at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.I had a wonderful time on the
organ during my performance. All the ministry and all the staff workers will be in my prayers.
Blessings,
Hanna Lee
Dear Pastor Mattson & staff of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
Thank you for the ways in which you support Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary & California Lutheran
University. Our connection is imperative to provide strong theological education to our students and give
them resources to become citizens of the world & church-strong in their faith, confident in their vocation, &
equipped to make change in the world.
May God’s grace continue to surround you,
California Lutheran University

6

GROWING TOGETHER!

(All things related to learning, Bible study, small groups, G.I.F.T. groups, education, etc.)
G.I.F.T. (GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER)
● GIFT Group - David & Susan Warneke’s home (25262 Barque Way, Dana Point Phone:203-952-5657)
The next meeting will be Monday, September 10 at 6:30pm. The study will be on Proverbs 10-14.
HEART-LIFTERS WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. Refreshments
and social time: 6:30pm; Bible Study: 7pm - 8pm. The location alternates monthly between the homes of
Donna Combe (45 Belleza, San Clemente) and Ann St. Martin (29845 Hiddenwood, Laguna Niguel). Their first
meeting this fall will be September 25th. All women are welcome to join.
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY begins meeting again on Wednesday, September 12. They will meet on
Wednesday at 10am in Knudson Hall and will begin their study on The Book of Revelation. This Bible study
meets weekly September - May, unless otherwise noted and is led by a pastor.
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets the second Saturday of every month at 8:00am in Knudson Hall
with Pastor David leading the study. T hey will begin their fall breakfast study on September 8.
THE BETHEL BIBLE SERIES - An in-depth two year overview course on the Bible meets on Thursdays at
6:30pm and is taught by Pastor David. T he Bethel Series is back - resumes September 20 - New Testament.
“GIVING TO GOD” BIBLE STUDY  - This study is coming in October and will be based on the book “Giving to
God” by Mark Allan Powell. It will be a 4 week long study and times and dates are TBD. There will be a sign
up for this Bible study at the Welcome Table soon. The Gen2Gen committee members purchased this book
so that every family in our congregation could have a copy. Have you picked your f ree copy up?
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DEI-LY SERVICE

(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring,
loving, serving “the least of these”, etc.)

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - This ministry invites people of all ages
to join their group. They meet the first Saturday of the month at
9am in Knudson Hall. Their first meeting this fall is September 1st. If
you know of someone in need of a shawl or would like more
information, call Peggy Johnson at 949-363-8714.
THE QUILTING GROUP meets the 4th Saturday of every month at
9:30am, in Knudson Hall. They will meet again this fall starting on
September 22. Quilts are provided to our newly Baptized infants &
children. If interested in helping, please call Donna Combe at
949-338-5327.
QUILTING DISPLAY & RAFFLE will be on Sunday, September 23.
Raffle tickets will be sold & one quilt will be raffled off to the
congregation, with the rest of the quilts being donated to FAM
(Family Assistance Ministry). The raffle funds will be used to
purchase new quilting supplies, such as baffle for the quilts.
SERRA’S PANTRY - This local volunteer opportunity in San Juan Capistrano, provides food to those in need.
Interested Gloria Dei members serve at Serra’s Pantry every third Saturday of the month at 8:30am.
September 15 is the next volunteer opportunity.  Contact Paul Dubow at 949-248-8865, if interested.
COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE - Gloria dei will submit an application to the City of Dana Point in September,
requesting permission to install columbarium niches in the Outdoor Chapel and Contemplation Garden
area. Members of the Columbarium Committee have met with City planning staff, and it is anticipated that
the application will be scheduled for a public hearing later this year.
A growing number of local churches provide or plan to provide columbarium niches on their grounds.
People increasingly choose a local columbarium because of a strong desire to be laid to rest on the grounds
of the church they loved and served. Proximity makes it convenient for loved ones to visit and remain
connected. The cost of columbarium interment is also considerably less than the cost of burial at a
cemetery.
Please keep this effort in your prayers and look for another update later this Fall!
PRAYER LABYRINTH - As is the tradition at Gloria Dei, the Saturday before “Rally Sunday,” September 8, a
prayer labyrinth will be set up in the walking area outside the courtyard. Sign-up to walk and pray for loved
ones, yourself, the nation, the world, and Gloria Dei’s ministry. You can sign-up for a half hour slot at the
Welcome Table.
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DEI-LY SERVICE ( continued)

(All things related to service, ministry, helping others, compassion, caring, loving, serving “the least of these”, etc.)

LOS ANGELITOS ORPHANAGE MINISTRY - Remaining trips in 2018: November 3.
A group from Gloria Dei visited the Los Angelitos Orphanage on Saturday August 4th. We had a fabulous trip!
Some of the highlights include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Safe travels and great weather.
8 Missionaries from Gloria Dei including one first-timer; 4 men and 4 woman.
15 to 20 kids of all ages including some new arrivals.
Fun arts and craft projects for all age children.
Lauren Holmes-Hilton brought her guitar and led sing-alongs with the children in Spanish.
Jim & Neta Wenrick brought a number of percussion instruments which the children loved.
Played praise music and had sing-alongs between live performances.
Baked pizzas for lunch in the new kitchen with yummy fruit salad and home baked cookies (special
thanks to Lynn Morgan, Tom Cawein, Claire Gonzalez and Melody Delgado).
Baseball toss and catch games.
We brought a bunch of squirt guns and had a major water gun shoot-out.

And a special thanks to all of you that sent gifts and funds with the missionaries to support the children.
Please pray about how you can help these orphans through your time, talents and financial gifts.
Psalm 82:3 “Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.”

If you can’t attend a trip to Los Angelitos, but want to help, we have suggestions.  Please contact David &
Susan Warneke 203-952-5657 or 510-967-3211.

DEI-LY PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs…”
HEALING - Tom Avery, Blaine and Peggy Johnson, Debbie Campominosi, Jack Doerr, Ray & Ingrid Schuller,
Lorraine Cryer, Mary Lou and Denny Walters, Vera Williams, Emmy Quinn, Gwen Layritz, Jim Swenson,
Gunther and Jane Wittich, Carol Susag and Michelle Miller.
PRAYERS OF COMFORT - For Margaret Vislocky’s family as they grieve her passing and for all those
struggling with hope and for refugees around the world.
PEACE AND SAFETY for all our service men and women now serving around the world.
PRAYER CHAIN REQUEST - To place a loved one on the Prayer Chain, call the church office at 949-493-3414.
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DEI-LY DUTIES

SEPTEMBER 2018 VOLUNTEERS
8:30am

10:00am

P. & S. Furlong
S. Guilliams

R. Grefsrud
J. St. Martin

USHER (month

C. Backhus
C. Collins

D. Combe
J. Combe

LECTORS
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

8:30am
S. Guilliams
L. Fettis
D. Holzkamp
C. Collins
C. Weinhardt

10:00am

REFRESHMENTS
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

B. Collins
P. Weiss
K. Desmond
J. Skraba
J. Olson

M. Bise
K. Hallowell
V. Anderson
J. & S. Grady
L. Flippin

WELCOME CENTER
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

P. & S. Weiss
C. Weinhardt
J. Olson
B. & B. Gillespie
D. Kelly

G. Sherwood
A. & J. St. Martin
T. Seibert
D. Warneke
G. Sherwood

COMMUNION ASST
(month)

R. Higgins
S. Warneke
S. Boland

5:00pm
B. Mesa
J. Moyer
B. Ramsey
C. Simpson
B. Ramsey

ALTAR GUILD
P. Weiss
L. McCarty
K. Gray
M. Delgado
S. Miller

OCTOBER 2018 VOLUNTEERS
8:30am

10:00am

C. Backhus
D. Caskey
G. Enright

L. Holmes-Hylton
W. Johnson

USHER (month)

D. Ross
J. Ross

F. Hettmann
D. Warneke

LECTORS
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

8:30am
J. Adams
G. Enright
M. Dubow
B. Jonas

10:00am
B. Prock
R. Grefsrud
P. Johnson
H. Nurminen

REFRESHMENTS
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

K. Dickinson
J. Vlahos
B. & B. Gillespie
J. Cox

S. Lund
A. & J. St. Martin
D. & J. Combe
J. Hettmann

WELCOME CENTER
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

S. Manville/G.Sels
K. Desmond
J. Skraba
P. & S. Weiss

L. Schultz
G. Sherwood

COMMUNION ASST
(month)
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T. Seibert

5:00pm
E. Mills
A. Boicey
J. Contestabile
B. Mesa

ALTAR GUILD
D. Pysz
D. Combe
L. Mers
B. Cummings

DEI-LY DETAILS

(Anything that has no other place, volunteer lists, prayer requests, special announcements, numbers, and
figures, a veritable potluck of stuff, jokes…)
ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING
8/5
273
$4,903.00
8/12
230
$8,695.00
8/19
297
$5,369.00
8/26
2018 GEN2GEN GIVING: $93,318.00

“SIMPLY GIVING” - Gloria Dei offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. You can make “one time”, special donations electronically as well. Choose to donate from
your checking account or by using your credit card, so you can accrue miles, etc. Applications are available
at the Welcome Table or church office.
GLORIA DEI ENDOWMENT FUND - “What legacy will you leave?” Brochures are available at the Welcome
Center! Have you considered putting Gloria Dei in your will? If you would like to leave a lasting gift to your
church, please consider doing so.

CONTACT INFORMATION

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND PRESCHOOL
3
 3501 Stonehill Drive, Dana Point, CA 92629
Church Office: (949) 493-3414; Fax: (949) 493-6479; Preschool: (949) 493-3414 x209
Website: mygloriadei.org; E
 mail: gloriadei@mygloriadei.org
F
 acebook Page: Facebook.com/GloriaDeiDanaPoint
Staff Email Addresses:
Pastor David R. Mattson p
 astordavid@mygloriadei.org
Pastor Sabrina Vasta pastorsabrina@mygloriadei.org
Carol Weinhardt gloriadei@mygloriadei.org; Shelli Parajeckas p
 reschool@mygloriadei.org;
Paige Gulck youth@mygloriadei.org; Barbara Collins sundayschool@mygloriadei.org
Kathy Person music@mygloriadei.org; F
 red Johnson organist@mygloriadei.org
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SEPTEMBER 2018

(See Calendar on Website: h
 ttp://www.mygloriadei.org/calendar-2/ )
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